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TO  THE  READER. 


gN  thU  ,m«II  volume  I  have  endeavouml  to 
point  oat  the  Wat  to  God. 

^ "'»''«  ^•"'H'died  in  this  little  book  a  con- 

Tr   I  .'"'  °'  "''""  '^'''^-  -''-'•   "ave  been 
del.ve«,d  .n  diffe«,nt  cities,  both  of  G^at  Britain  and 

Zl  "^  -"""y-      God  has  g^eiously  owned  them 

less  add  Hu.  blessmg  now  they  have  been  put  into  the 

pnnted  page  with  additional  matter.  *'«>"'» 

I  have  called  attention  fi™t  to  the  Love  of  God  th» 

source  of  all  oif.  of  O^ce.  have  then  e„dr:it 
present  truths  to  meet  the  special  needs  of  „p^„ea 

lust  with  God."  hoping  thereby  to  lead  souls  to  Him 
who  as  "  the  Way,  the  Truth  and  the  Life  " 

The  last  chapter  is  spedaUy  add.«»ed  to  B^Mden. 
-*  cl«ss.  alas,  far  too  numerous  amongst  us. 


it 


TO  THE  READER. 


^th  the  earnest  prayer  and  hope  that  by  the  blessing 
of  God  on  these  pages  the  leader  may  be  strengthened, 
estabhshed  and  settled  in  the  faith  of  Christ, 
I  am,  yours  in  His  service, 
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blessing 
gthened, 


ooDr. 


CONTENTS. 


1            Ohaftkb 

L 

"  LOVB  that  PA8SBTH  KVOWLBDOB  " 

PAOB 

7 

1            Ohaptbb 

II. 

Thb  Gateway  into  the  KmoDOM 

23 

■             Chaptbb 

III. 

The  Two  Classes 

4t 

I             Chaptbb 

IV. 

WoBDS  OF  Counsel      .       .       .        . 

63 

1             Chaptbb 

T. 

A  DivuiB  Sayioub       .       .        .        , 

63 

■              Chapter 

VI. 

Repent AKCB  and  Restitution    . 

71 

■              Chaptbb 

VII. 

ASSUBANOB  OF  SALVATION     . 

84 

1              Chapter  VIIL 

Christ  all  in  all       .        .        .       . 

101 

■              Chaptbb 

IX. 

Baokslidingi         I       «       .        .        . 

lU 

■£ 

7 


THE  WAY  TO  GOD. 


•  ♦> 
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CHAPTER  I. 
"  LOVE  THAT  PA8SETE  KNOWLEDGES 

To  know  the  love  of  Christ  which  passeth  knowledge." 
(Ephesians  iii.  19. 

»F  I  could  only  make  men  understand  the  real  mean- 
ing of  the  words  of  the  apostle  John — "  God  is 
LOVE,"  I  would  take  that  single  text,  and  would 
go  up  and  down  the  world  proclaiming  this  glori- 
ous truth.    If  you  can  convince  a  man  that  you  love  him  you 
have  won  his  heart.     If  we  really  make  people  believe  that  God 
loves  them,  how  we  should  find  them  crowding  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven !    The  trouble  is  that  men  think  God  hates 
them  ;  and  so  they  are  all  the  time  running  away  from  Him. 
We  built  a  church  in  Chicago  some  years  ago ;  and  were 
very  anxious  to  teach  the  people  to  love  God.     We  thought 
if  we  could  not  preach  it  into  their  hearts  we  would  try  and 
burn  it  in ;  so  we  put  right  ovffthe  pulpit  in  gas-jets  these 
words— God  is  love.     A  man  going  along  the  streets  one 
night  glanced  through  the  door,  and  saw  the  text     He  was  a 
poor  prodigal     As  he  Jiassed  on  he  thought  to  himself,  "  '  God 
is  Love !  •    No !    He  does  not  love  me ;  for  I  am  a  poor  mis- 
erable sinner."    He  tried  to  get  rid  of  the  text ;  but  it  seemed 
to  Htanu  out  right  before  tiii»Jui>f  [ho*  of  fire.     He  went  on  a 
little  further ;  then^  turned  'round,  i/ent  back,  and  went  into 
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TBE  WAT  TO  OOD. 


\:\ 


of  GodonV~te  Inllll        ri''''''  "^  "^  "  ">e  Word 

xr  rHr  tr-'  -"^-^  ""^ 

f<»Xe  hfrV.?  ^r  ?"'?  ""  ""'»«  to  «o«ive  him  and 

being,  onl'^/jlty^wt  d'  ''"  T"  ""'""^ 
cide  1      Verv  o(».„  »  ■    u  "^  ''°  P'opl*  "ommit  sui- 

them-ul7not,e    ol  Z"      H  'f^"'  "*'^'  •"  "P"" 
than  live.  '  '"'*  ""^  "ould  rather  die 

hoL'r„f  CTth'™!'"  ""'  '"t  ^""''  """  ought  to  come 
Love  «7g^  and  thi'''"'"  r\'"'''^™«''  "  ">»'  of  the 
wouldsotucMilfet  bJ  "V"^''  "  *'"'  ^ible  that  Satan 
year,  he  hTb^en  trrin  J  ^7  """  ""'"  '''^  «'°»««»d 

love  them.     HelJe  "dll  .  Tk       "■"".  """  '^"<'<'""  ■">' 

tb«  He;  »d  he  i^^^r.rdt'xirchrr  •'""'™ 

God  do^  n.?*rth"m  ;hen":r!,"  '^"'""''^  "'^''"''  ""' 
they  do  risht    Th.f  '^  ^"  '"'"'S'  """only  when 

notVaX.  oj^dir  th^  ;k!  r^r  ^1  ^» 

*em.    Their  wrong-doing  doe,  ^J^^Z 'XT- 

L^r^^ioZ^^ntz  Th'"" '  ^-'  --^  «-• 

dieobedience.  voudo  „„'  t^  H-'""..""'"'"';"  »»o  act  of 
.  ,       --  j_,  ^vc  r„x«  uuc  as  tnough  he  did  not 
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belong  to  you  1  No  I  he  is  etill  your  child  ;  and  you  love  him. 
And  If  men  have  gone  astray  from  God  it  doe,  not  follow  that 
Hehateg/fem.     It  is  the  sin  that  He  hates. 

does  not  love  them  is  because  they  are  measuring  God  bv 
their  own  small  rule,  from  their  own  standpoint  We  lov^ 
men  as  long  as  we  consider  them  worthy  of  our  love  •  whin 
hey  are  not  we  cast  them  off.  It  is  not  Jo  with  oT '  The« 
.»  a  vast  difference  between  human  love  and  Divine fo've 

.„H  J  ''.^"'""^  i-  .'*'  "'  "^  *»'<•  °f  «"  ^""d'h,  and  length 
«nd  depth,  and  height,  of  God's  love.  Many  of  u,  think 
we  know  something  of  God's  love;  but  centuri J  hence  t 
shaU  admit  we  have  never  found  out  much  about  it.  Zl 
umbus  d,scovered  America;  but  what  did  he  know  about  ito 
great  lakes,  nvers,  forests,  and  the  Mississippi  Valley  I    He 

So  many  of  us  have  discovered  something  of  the  love  of  God- 
kn  wXrL*'"''"''  ''"""  ■""•  4ths  of  it  :«  do  not 
into  It  before  we  really  know  anything  of  it  It  is  said  of  a 
Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Paris,  that  when  he  was  thrown 
into  prison  and  condemned  to  be  shot,  a  little  while  before  he 
wa,  led  out  to  die,  he  saw  a  window  in  hU  cell  in  the  ape  o 
a  cross.  Upon  the  top  of  the  cross  he  wrote  <■  height  "  at  th« 
bottom  "depth  "and  at  the  end  of  each  arm  Sg^""'  Z 
had  expenenced  the  truth  conveyed  in  the  hymn- 

"When  Isuirey  thewondromCrosa, 
On  which  the  Prince  of  Glory  died." 

When  we  wish  to  know  the  love  of  God  we  should  go  to 

w7;    Su" 'l'"""'  T"  .«■«  'r-  "«J  -y  «od  did  not 

•    "  '     r"°  ""°'  '^'^'^  »'  *«  I"™  of  Ood.     Greater  love 

never  has   been  taught  than  that  which  the  cross  teaches. 
What  prompted  God  to  give  up  Christ  J_what  prompted  Christ 


a 
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to  die  ?— if  it  were  not  love  ?    "  rJro-f^.  i        ,.    , 

than  this,  that  a  man   uJ  a  u        '  ^""^^  ^**^  "<>  «>«» 

Christ  lad  down  His  Ifo^T   ^''  "''  ^^^  ^"  fr^^^^J^- " 

HishfeforJ^sTurderef  ^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^"«^  ^«^^<^-n 

that  hated  Him    anrth'l  ^l^"'! 'f  ^^  ^«^"  ««  li^  for  them 

vary,  is  love     When  thT''^^''^^^'  '*^«  «P^"'  -^  Cal- 

that:  ■VaXw/rHi,  1     T  I'  '"•' ''"  """y  '^  C«'vary 

0'  Hi,  disoiples  would  bet  ay  him  J  Hb^  ST."""  '"'* 
knew  that  another  disciple  Zmklt  H  J  /  "^  ^' 
he  never  knew  Hin.;  and%et  He  iovedPetr  T  'T  f'"' 
which  Christ  had  for  Peter  that  Wt    5    u  """  ""'  '"^ 

hi«  hack  in  Penitenletltt':?  Ltd"  Vthr^"*''' 
.'™«s  had  been  with  the  disciple,  trying  t  tfl  tllT 
love  not  only  by  His  life  and  words,  b't  Va^orke  And" 
.  n  the  night  of  His  betrayal    He  tak».  .  k         T  ""• 

""n'elf  with  a  towel  and  tlw  T  T  »'"«*«■■■  «'>ds 
-a»l.es  their  feet;  He  wantedt^?  *'  P'T  °^  »  ««"»*. 
changed  Ice.  ^  """"""^  ""'■"  "^  ««  un. 

There  is  no  portion  of  ScriDtnm  I  »..  .      «. 
«v;  and  there  i,  none  thatuti:  sweT  „ ^-nel't 

frtXni^^,-":f\?",^  ^»^«».«.  asHepoLT:  hI: 

-  i_  „i„cip]e..      A.  cnaD  day  ye  shall  kno*  that  lam 
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m  My  Father,  and  ye  in  Me,  and  I  in  you.  He  that  hath  My 
commandments, and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  Me: 
and  he  that  loveth  Me  sJmll  he  loved  hy  My  Father  "  (xiv  20  '>!) 
Think  of  the  great  God  who  created  heaven  and  earth  lovbe 
you  and  me!  ...  "If  a  man  love  Me,  he  will  keep  My 
words ;  and  My  Father  will  love  him  ;  and  We  will  come  unto 
•um,  and  make  Our  abode  with  him  '  {v.  23) 

.  Iwl^^u^"*^*^**  °"  puny  minds  could  grasp  this  great 
truth,  that  the  Father  and  the  Son  so  love  us  that  Thev  desire 
to  come  and  abide  with  us.  Not  to  tarry  for  a  nighti  but  to 
come  and  abide  in  our  hearts. 

We  have  another  passage  more    wonderful  still  in  John 
xvn.  23.     "I  in   them,  and  Thou  in  Me,  that  they  may  be 
made  perfect  m  one  ;  and  that  the  world  may  know  that  Thou 
has  sent  Me,  and  hast  loved  ih^i  as  Th^x,  hist  hved  Me  »    I 
think  that  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  sayings  that  ever  fell 
from  the  lips  of  Jasus  Christ.     There  is  no  reason  why  the 
Father  should  not  love  Him.     He  was  obedient  unto  death  : 
He  never  transgressed  the  Father's  law,  or  turned  aside  from 
the  path  of  perfect  obedience  by  one  hairbreadth.     It  is  very 
different  with  us ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  all  our  rebellion 
and  foolishness.  He  says  that  if  we  are  trusting  in  Christ,  the 
Father  loves  us  as  He  loves  the  Son.    Marvellous  love  !    Won- 
derfullovel    That  God  can  possibly  love  us  as  He  loves  His 
own  Son  seems  too  good  to  be  true.     Yet  that  is  the  teachin<. 
of  Jesus  Christ.  ° 

oyeofGod  WhenamanhM  wandered  away  from  God  he 
th  nk,  that  God  hates  .lui.  We  roust  make  .  distinction 
between  s,n  and  the  sinner.  God  loves  the  sinner;  but  He 
hate,  the  sin.  He  hates  sin,  because  it  mars  human  life. 
It  18  jiw.  because  God  loves  the  sinner  that  He  hates  sin 

Gods  love  is  not  only  unchangeable,  bat  iin/ailing.     U 
r...ahxl«.  16,  16were^:  «  C«.  a  woman  forget  herlcking 


hold  I  have  graven  KL  ,^        ,  ■""  '"'«'"■  ""«•     Be. 

A  father  „.,  e„r„L  S^^'  h'  f  ~^  •,■»- '™»  "«  -f- 
"■ay  become  inveterate  enemies  h„'i  ?'"""'*  "''«" 
"'ves;  wivee,  their  husbandT  i„,  !  IT  ''""^  ""eir 
through  .11.    I„  go,^  „  "'^»-     B»'  »  >»other',  love  endure. 

world',  condemnation  a  mo7h„"  ,  '^  "P"'"' '»  ""o  <■««  of  the 
ohiU  may  turn  fr»ru.  ev  ,  1  ™'  T'  ""■  '"'?"  «""  her 
be"  the  infant  smile  T.  '"  ?''  "P"""  ^l-^  ""om- 
PromiMofyouth  Tndll  """^  '*"«''  "'  "■''"hood,  the 
unworthy.  D  ath  cannoVlL'T  ""  '""«'"  "^  """^'him 
"tronger  than  death  ^    °*  '   ""'"'«''•    'ove;  it  i, 

if  she  could  thus  relieve  herthVd    "^^  Z  ""'  71  "^^ 
keep  watch;  .ho  willletnnAn.^i    .  /        *"*""**''  ^ewiU 
A  friend  of  min     ome  l;      '^''  ™"  "^  that  .ick  child, 
fulhome  where  he  metTlI   ^r*  T  ™'""«  »  «  heanti- 
«n  gone  away.  havinT  eft  .ol^v      kT''^     ^"<"  ""?  had 
got  it     The«  heZdl:Zt  ^th^h'"'-  '"'  "'"'  '"«''  '» 
«tting  behind  a  poor  feUow  It  ookd  lZ::ZTV^'- 
^  (Mn  son.    Like  the  prodimi  hJ^hA       *'"""?•    ^«  «"» 
yet  the  mother  .aid,  "Thrfatv  tv  1  r""^.'"^  '"  '"'•>'  = 
a  mother  with  nin;  or  ten  ett'i/lr     ""'"'•"  """^^ 
seem,  to  ,ovo  that  one  mo.  than tj'      TreT  "'"^'  '"* 

of  a  re?wh:ri  t^d^r '^^'^  ^^  «- '»" - 
she  could  ^llvZ\r^  ^  °^"*"'*''-     T"""  "Other  did  all 

influence'oTrerbef  J!l'?.r""°  f  .'V  ""^^  "•"  '^' 
— r  „.^  ^.xOBgur,  and  he  led  his  son  into 
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.II  kinds  of  «n  until  the  lad  became  one  of  the  worst  of 
XT     ^Recommitted  murder,  and  was  put  on  his  trial. 
All  through  the  trial,  the  widowed  mother  (for  the  father  had 
died)  sat  m  the  court.     When  the  witnesses  testified  against 
tibe  boy  It  seemed  to  hurt  the  mother  much  more  than  the  son. 
When  he  was  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  die,  every  one  els. 
feeling  the  justice  of  the  verdict,  seemed  satisfied  at  the  result. 
But  the  mothers  love   never  faltered.     She  begged  for  a 
repneve ;  but  that  was  denied.    After  the  execution  she  craved 
for  the  body ;  and  this  al«,  was  refused.     According  to  custom 
t  was  buried  in  the  prison  yard.     A  little  while  afterward, 
he  mother  herself  died;  but,  befo™  she  was  taken  away,  sh 
«pre,«d  a  desire  to  be  buried  by  the  side  of  her  boy.     She 

The  story  «  Wd  of  a  young  woman  in  Scotland,  who  left 

Xht::;?"'  TT  r  »"'""'  »  «'"g»-  H"  mother 
2™ »  K  r  '"^^'  *•"'  '"  ™'"-  ^'  '"'  'he  caused  he, 
picture  to  be  hung  upon  the  walU  of  the  Midnight  Mission 
rooms,  where  abandoned  women  resorted.  Many  gav^he 
Pioture  a  passing  glance.    One  lingered  by  the  pTcturT  Itt 

thes«ne  dear  face  that  looked  down  uponher  in  her  chUdhood 
She  ha.  not  forgotten  nor  cast  off  her  sinning  child;  or  he 

i^Z^'ou  sP  the  r^'  ."f-t""-^  "o'K-you, 
with  W  f  .r  I     ^'  S""'  »"'''  "Jo™  overwhelmed 

with  her  feelmgs.     She  waa  the  prodigal  daughter      Th. 

truly  pemtent  for  her  sins,  and  with  a  heart  full  of  sorrow  and 

aaugnter  were  once  more  united. 

But  let  me  tell  you  that  no  mother'-  love  is  fcn  h-  « 
pared  wikli  f  h- u-a -f^   i    •     -  is  to  be  com- 

r  .n^  .„ve  yjl  vrodi  ">  aoes  not       wure  the  heia  ■    «r 

Joved  her  chUd  as  God  lores  you  and  me.    Think  of  the  love 
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th.t  Ood  n>u,t  h.v  had  when  He  gave  Hi.  H„  7l~. 
world.     I  used  to  think  a  Mod  aLP  .    ^  *"  '''»  *"•  *• 

of  the  Father.     Son,  low  trlw  Tr/'.*"^"' ""»  ^  ^ 
was.  stern  judge:  that  ChL  {^  ""  '"^^  "".t  God 

.ppeased  the  an^  of  G^      L^l'^Jr °  -  '"d  God,  «.d 
for  year,  b^  an^nly  son  «  n  '  l*^'  ',  "^T  *  '""'"'  "«' 
the  Father  giving  His  ZZ  die    a^d  i  ^  ^'  ^  """"«'"  " 
wquired  more  love  for  the  fJZ'^      T""^  to  me  «i  if  it 
■     Son  to  die.     Oh,  the  love  ih!,  Ji  /""  ""  *"■  *''»»  f"  the 

worMwhenHegattnXtdt  or^M'-t ?"!  '*"  "" 
world,  that  He  eaveHi.  nni„  i,     I  "God  so  loved  the 

believethinHimTd^nottr^rhT.*'"'  ""'  "'°««^« 
John  iil  16).     I  ha*e  n!«    1      '    ?'  '""'*  •"O'-lMting  life  » 

text.    Ihaviofint  „g    7i'o:rtt'"t^'^'.  '"^  '"•' 

can -ever  oUmb  to  its  heLht    I  h.  "^  '''«'•  "■»'  ^ 

P««lon.     Who  can  fathom  th.,.  ^v   .J""  «"<"*^  "  "d 

*>  loved  the  world  r     m"!  „''*''"'  "V""*  »•«»'  =  "  God 

'ove  or    fathom  it.   dell      pIIT  "^^ '?"""«'"•<"  »» 

know  the  height,  the  dZTthfrj."'^'^  "»*  '"  ■"'ght 

the  love  of  GoV  buTitZ  '  tL^'S*?'  ""^  *'  '»^"'.  »' 

knowledge  "  (E^h.  iii.  i""  ^  ^  *""^  ""^    "  "P~seth 

Nothing  apeaks  to  us  of  the  love  of  (i^   i-i.    .t 
Christ    Come  with  me  to  OaIv«^  li^^^"  *'"  "^  •' 

God  «  He  hangs  there.  ^Z^'Ct^:^^'"'  ""  «'"'  "' 
His  dying  lips :     ..  p^the,  f„^  "  ,f"  "■*'  P»«»g  oiy  from 

what  they  do  1 "  .nd  ^.ylaVHe  do^l" '  f"  «""  ^o"  "ot 

love  hath  no  man  thanthktharf         .   '"^yo"'    Greater 

Wo  friends  "  (JohnTll)      ^ut  /""  nl  "''""'  "•"  '*  '<" 
Iife>.rA«  J„,„   "•  "^-     ^"'  •^'»"  «l^  l»id  down  His 

Another  thought  is  this-  B.  in,.^  i 
thought  of  HinZ  The  idea  S!fB/'''"'«  '«*'"  "«  •"' 
tot  love  Him  is  not  ^  te  fon^  if  a  "^f ""'  '""^  •»  "■""  "« 
10,  it  is  written :  " Heil Llll  IT^  ^  ^  •^'""'  "■ 
that  He  loved  «.  .„I^  "  f"?  ■""  •*»»  "">  'o^ed  God.  but 
->,  ~Bd  =.„.  «„  aon  to  be  the  propitiation  to. 
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him  that  he  wLlt  „ff      /"''T.  ""  """  ■"«•  ««>■»■) 
love  of  the  F.ther?„Lr^  i;  • '"'  *"""*     ^"^  "*1«.  *« 

What  will  make  Heaven  attractive  %    T«  j*  *k 
or  the  golden  streets  ?    No    XJl       ^f,V      P^^^«*^ 
cause  there  we  shall  blhnuV!    7'"   ^  *"'^*«'"'«  b«" 

^ve  His  oZ^^^Xr^r^:^':r'z:  r  r  ^ 

attractive  I    la  i>  fi,^  k      ,./,,'"*     What  makes  home 

Brooklyn  .  moZ  w^dt"  '^  "'"^  ''P"'"""*  1° 
h»  ohUd  from  her  be^'sftt  ml'tJ-d  "T^  "^  '^^ 
stand  the  nature  of  the  .ll,„  ^  ..  ^  '""^'^  •""  ""'^«'- 

f  e.y  night  the  oMI^Im  ^-l^to l"'*'  ""•  r""^- 
house,  becauw  she  wantJX.  J  ,  '"°  *  ""ghhour". 
the  mother  grerwo™.^.*:  \T  ^'  ""'"'«'''  ■»" 
homa  At  lit  tJT'.i,  J  5  "'"'''  "<"  ^0  ""o  chUd 
thought  tb»  not  rietl:^,i*"'*  •"'^  her  death  they 
"offlD  After  the  buri!l.f  t  m  "*  ""^  '''««*  »»«"''  »  her 
"Mamma  itamma  r  anH^K      '"  "°  "*"  »"«  "o"  "^'"8 

ux.i-  "*"  ^^'^^^  over  the  whole  hnnao  .  ««j -.!.-_  ., 

"'""  ■^'^  *"«•  *»  «"<»  ti»t  iov«i  .ne7h7eri.rr."b:";c 
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back  to  the  »i«i/hbour«.     So  whaf  mat      i. 

ao«  not  We  ,ou.  or''^ t\t^"rarr  ^Hr' .^ 
Mve  you  and  bless  you  J'  "•     "e  does  I     He  wants  to 

»  "-  you  that  He  lovJ^r,  H  J  M  IT  ""7.'^  "'"'• 
if  He  h«l  „ot  loved  yoi  I.  your  h!Lt  -.  Tu"^  '"  y"" 
brace  yoar«l(  up  «.in.t  ni  lo^  .  T         '^."'"  ^''"  "" 

love,  the  p„„  «„d  the  holv  "    Lef.  '  '°  ^''*"  """  <^<"^ 
only  doe.  God  love  «.e  p«^  .„d  LT'  "^'  "T  ''""'*•  ■«" 
MBodlv       "OoH  „         '^j    ,_  ?    ""'^  =    **«  '''o  '»''«'  the    ■ 
™^iy.         God  oommendeth  Hi.  love  toward  u.   in  n..f 
^iUe^  »«■.  ^.<  „w,,  Ch,i.t  died  for  u.  »  (C  v  8       o1 
«nt  H.M  to  die  for  the  «a,  of  the  whole  world  Vvoi  , 

Been  exhibited  m  the  cross  of  Christ. 

There  is  a  passage  in  Revelation  (I  6  )  which  T  f»,i«i, 
great  deal  of—"  Unto  Hin,  ♦!..*   i      j       ''  ^'^^"^  * 

T*      •  Lx  ,       ,  ^°*  **^**   ^oved    us,  and  waahflri  no" 

It  might  be  th<,....it  that  God  would  fir.t  wLhuT  and  .h     > 
We  u.    But  uo,  .  .  ,,.,  ,„.^  „,      AbouHiht'ye^lto' 

They  thtr  -  "^'-^  ^^  -^  -«■"-? 
They  then  drove  away  with  the  younger  boy,  leaving  the^dt' 


".;, Cen4.  J hT  fSZ  1"T  ";"•'"',  ."'""'«' 
>no'!,er  ,  tiU  live,  in  the  hone  th»i  .1.        >,         "  ''"'''•     T"" 

«o  ouch  i«it.urf  .b„„r„v  evir     '  """""'^  '"  '»«'  l*"" 
Ch«Ii.  R<«,  „,„  i„   ™'^^     Well,  .upp.^  u,.  „„^^^^ 

pre«herw„.pe.ii'"r   Lr^T'  I"''   ""'  "'■"•"'• 
«..  .udience  J'd  «« trtnXCn     S  "'  'T  """-«" 
poor,  dirty  «,d  ragged.  .hoelL.  1^'   .f"'"'^  """  '^  »" 
Jo  >    Would  .hel^t  uLt  7„  "IkT'''?  "''•'  ''™"  "'« 
before  ri.e  would  ^knowledgl" '?'t*''V'"*»''j'  "'o*-! 
the  platform  .t  ouoe,  ru^tfl„d^^  ^"^'^  """W  8"  off 
armi^     After  th.t  ehe  would  M         ^"^  ""*  ^'"  ""»  *»  h" 
-thOod.     HelovturVitT""^     ^•'» 
'"yng,  "If  God  love,  m„  wh^dr^H  ""■  '"'•«'''•  ""o 

Ood  wwt.  .oue  and  darC^  in  Z.  '^[T^'  «"  K°«l '  " 
machine?  or  slaves.  He  co,.?^  k.  7  '  *  ''"*'  »<"  *<«" 
lie  wants  to  draw  ue "^7^,  „  f      ° k  'l"""^"  ''"««•  ''« 

He  wants  you  to  ^iX"t.lTm^i^r'^  "'"''• 
per  of  the  Lamb;  to  wash  y!'      ".      "t  """  """'^  "P- 
«now.     lie  wants  ^ou  to  walk  wU  H-     '^  ^°"  "'''«  "»« 
-  yonder  bli«,ful  world     H.         ?""  "■*  '"7"»'  •"'"■"ent 
f"»Uy;«d  ton,ake;„u.  "' r''  \'^''f'  y°"  i»to  Hi. 

you  temple  His  love  rd«":u:  feet?  '''n'  '"•''"'•     ^'" 
give  yourself  to  Him  )  '""  *""  J""".  "«  tour, 

When  our  terrible  civil  war  wm  ^• 
oeived  the  new.  that  her  bov  wT  *^  *  '"'•  •  '"•"'"  "■ 
of  the  WUderne..  She"  ^(  ^  fiT  tZ""^.'"  ""^  ■»*"« 
berboy,  although  the  order  ha^  !^e  Zh"?"  ""^  ^ 
Department^that  no  more  women  sfol  t''/!!^":  ^  5" 
"■"  '""==•     '»"  •  mother's  love  kn„»,.  „..!'  "•■""'^^  -  t"""" 
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»novirs  nothing  about  ordera ; 
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so  she  managed  by  tears  and  entreaties  to  get  through  the 
lines  to  the  Wilderness.  At  last  she  found  the  hospital  where 
her  boy  was.  Then  she  went  to  the  doctor  and  she  said  : 
"  Will  you  let  me  go  to  the  ward  and  nurse  my  boy  1  " 

The  doctor  said  :  « I  have  just  got  your  boy  to  sleep ;  he 
is  in  a  very  critical  state ;  and  I  am  afraid  if  you  wake  him  up 
the  excitement  will  be  so  great  that  it  will  carry  him  off.  You 
had  better  wait  awhile,  and  remain  without  until  I  tell  him 
that  you  have  come,  and  break  the  news  gradually  to  him." 
The  mother  looked  into  the  doctor's  face  and  said :  "  Doctor, 
supposing  my  boy  does  not  wake  up,  and  I  should  never  see 
him  alive !  Let  me  go  and  sit  down  by  his  side  :  I  won't 
speak  to  him."  "If 'you  will  not  speak  to  him  you  may 
do  so,"  said  the  doctor. 

She  crept  to  the  cot  and  looked  into  the  face  of  her  boy. 
How  she  had  longed  to  look  at  him  !  How  her  eyes  seemed 
to  be  feasting  as  she  gazed  upon  his  countenance  !  When  she 
got  near  enough  she  could  not  keep  her  hands  off;  she  laid 
that  tender,  loving  hand  upon  his  brow.  The  moment  the 
hand  touched  the  forehead  of  her  boy,  he,  without  opening 
his  eyes,  cried  out :  "  Mother,  you  have  come  ! "  He  knew 
the  touch  of  that  loving  hand.  There  was  love  and  sympathy 
in  it. 

Ah,  sinner,  if  you  feel  the  loving  touch  of  Jesus  you  will 
recognise  it ;  it  is  so  full  of  tenderness.  The  world  may  treat 
you  unkindly;  but  Christ  never  will.  You  will  never  have  a 
better  Friend  in  this  world.  What  you  need  is— to  come  to- 
day to  Him.  Let  His  loving  arm  be  underiieatb  you ;  let  His 
loving  hand  be  about  you;  and  He  will  hold  you  with  mighty 
power.  He  will  keep  you,  and  fill  that .  heart  of  youra  with 
His  tenderness  and  love. 

I  ca"  imagine  some  of  you  saying,     "  How  shall  I  go  to 
*Tny  just  aa  you   would  go  to  your  mother.     Have 
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you  done  y«»r  mother  »  great  injury  Md  a  great  wrong »    If 
80,  you  go  to  her  «>d  you  say,  "  Mother,  I  want  you  to  for 

t"atodffirri';^""  T ""' '"'"' ''™' """  y™  l^™  -o^ 

1  am  reminded  of  another  incident-that  of  a  boy  who 
hearts  of  the  father  and  mother  were  b«,ken  when  they  heard 

We  of  Abraham  Lmcoln,  and  she  said :  "  Now,  if  Abraharu 
Lmcoln  knew  how  my  father  and  mother  lo.ed  their  ^yU 
would  not  let  my  brother  be  ehot"    She  wanted  he'fatt^'r  to 

"  N^Thet"'?'°■'  ""*  "'"^  '"'  ■"»  '»y-     »•"  "-e  father  Zi: 

No ,  there  «  no  uae ;  the  law  must  take  ita  couree     Th» 

have  refuaed  to  pardon  one  or  two  who  have  b^^^'.J^ 

p  eliri:'::""'''  r"  "•  ""*"  ■- «»"  ^orthihT^ 

rresident  is  not  going  to  interfere  again  •  if  a  man  »,»»  k. 
»n..nced  by  cour.martial  he  mast  fuffe;  1'  IZ^.'Z 

When  she  got  to  the  Secretao-'s  room,  where  the  PreridS 

pr  vate  secretary  w«,,  he  refused  to  allow  her  to  «t.;  th 

private  office  of  the  Prerident      But  thl  IHtle  ll  tIS  h 

2^,  and  it  touched  the  heart  of  the  privl^C"  ^ 

^ed  her  in.     As  she  went  into  Abraham  LincS  Z^ 

there  were  United  States  senator,.  ..„~L    „!!_'  """^ 

ieading  politicians,  who  were  ther« 'abo^HmiKS^rhT- ""* 

about  the  war  •  Imt  ♦!,•  t>      j  °™  *'™'"  important  buainess 

u.  tne  war,  but  the  President  happened  to se.  a«t  child 
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standing  at  his  door.  He  wanted  to  know  what  she  wanted. 
,j  and  she  went  right  to  him  and  told  her  story  in  her  own  Ian- 

i!  guage.     He  was  a  fathers  and  the  great  tears  trickled  down 

Abraham  Lincoln's  cheeks.    He  wrote  a  despatch  and  sent  it 

II  wu     u"""^  ^"^  ^*''*'  ^^^^  ^^y  ««^^  ^  Washington  at  once. 

I  When  he  arrived,  the  President  pardoned  him,  gave  him  thirty 

days  furlough,  and  sent  him  home  with  the  Uttle  girl  to  cheer 
,;  the  hearts  of  the  father  and  mother 

*i.?rZr  ^'f''*  ^  ^"""^  ^"""^  *^  g^  *o  Christ  t    Go  just  as 
that  httle  girl  went  to  Abraham  Lincoln.     It  may  be  possible 
that  you  have  a  dark  story  to  tell.     Tell  it  aU  out ;  keep  noth- 
ing  ba<;k.    If  Abraham  Lincoln  had  compassion  on  that  little 
giri,  heard  her  petitioi  and  answered  it,   do  you  think  the 
l.ord  Jesus  will  not  answer  your  prayer?    Do  you  think  that 
Abraham  Lmcoln,  or  any  man  that  ever  lived  on  earth,  had 
as  much  compassion  as  Christ  I  No  I  fle  will  be  touched  when 
no  one  else  will ;  He  wiU  have  mercy  when  no  one  else  will ; 
He  wiU  have  pity  when  no  one  else  will.     If  you  will  go  right 
to  Him,  confessing  your  sin  and  your  need.  He  will  save  you 
A  few  years  ago  a  man  left  England  and  went  to  America.* 
He  was  an  Englishman;  but  he  was  naturalized,  and  so  be- 
came an  American  citizen.     After  a  few  years  he  felt  restless 
and  dissatisfied,  and  went  to  Cuba;  and  after  he  had  been  in 
Cuba  a  httle  while  civil  war  broke  out  there ;  it  was  in  1867  • 
and  this  man  was  arrested  by  the  Spanish  government  as  a 
spy.     He  was  tried  by  court-martial,  found  guilty  and  ordered 
to  be  shot     The  whole  trial  was  conducted  in  the  Spanish 
language,  and  the  poor  man  did  not  know  what  was  going  on 
When  they  told  him  the  verdict,  that  he  was  found  guilt/and 
had  been  condemned  to  be  shot^  he  sent  to  the  American  Con- 
sul and  the  English  Consul,  and  laid  the  whole  case  before 
them,  proving  his  innocence  and  claiming  protection.     Thev 
-  ..«.«.«e«  v«c  vaac,  auu  iouua  mat  tuis  man  whom  the  Span- 
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.1.  officer,  had  condemned  to  be  ehot  w«e  perfectly  innocent  • 
they  went  to  the  Sp„Uh  General  and  said,  "  Look  herrthl' 
««.  whom  yon  have  condemned  to  death  i.  an  in"  in 
he  «  not  gniliy."    But  the  Spanish  General  «rid,  "He  haa' 

consult  with  then-  governments 

He^wrCull?:?  """V"  ""  "«  »»  bee^ecnted. 

They  took  the  coffin  oTrf  10^^^^  T™  '^  '"«• 

^£t?;.^Sntr.n-rc^^^^^^^^^    - 

J«k  the^rilT"''  •";  °'  ""  '""^«  «■"-»  '""'  '"e^niT 
A^tlili!  n        ,  ^' "''  '^PP*"'  "  """-d  *e  man,  and  the 
American  Con.nl  wrapped  around  him  the  Star-apandTbln 
ner,  and  then  taming  to  the  Spanish  officer,  Zy^Z  .'  fI 

%Xa^r  thTreclTofT  ^"^—^  ^^'^^  -'" 

0.:  mettT  .'^ ""  "^rta^'T  ""■  '^^  •»■"- 

neT^n  **"  """^  '""'"  "•«  •»»■"«  t^day.     Hi,  b^ 

B^e'    rdir^'ceivr-ntor^^^ 

no-  life.    Let  fh'e  ZT^l'IeS'lijr!'  "■"»'  '^  « 

bythe  Holy  G,    ,  to4ay.°?:?;^l:X"aSnL,'^: 
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CHAPTER   II. 
TffE  OATEtTAr  INTO  TBE  KINODOM. 

"^^-^h  ""?'""''■'  Of  the  Word  of  God,  perhaps 

with  which  we  are  more  familiar  than  this  passage! 

I  suppose  .f  I  were  (»  «*  those  in  any  audience 

t,i„.  „<•  fi,    w      I      '""*''  "■»'  J"«"  Christ  taught  the  doc 

iJr'!^  '^  '''"''  °'  '"^  '*=''  "«  t™«.  tfcey  embody  one  of 

tole  tUn/    rK'^.'"*1'  "•■''  '"-»»«*«  than  about 
tins  one  thing.     Chnst  makes  it  very  plain.     He  sars    «Et 

mu'chT  '":?"'■  '^  •"  -■"■»'««  the  kin^or:f  G^: 

;rX'Zf:t::io:of^tutit%»ttht''"^ '' 

It  i.  leaUy  the  A  B  C  of  the  Ch'^i:  t  i^n  "MylTri- 

hTwiTJ^r  "  V""'  'f  »  "»  "  — '  ->»  this  dSe 
Wnlfe  ttrr**  r"  •''"""  "^-^  -'her  fundamental  doc 
tone  in  the  Bible.     A  true  unde«tanding  of  this  subject  will 

ltl'°Zl,Tn^r'"  '""""'^  that  he  Xef 

Zl  L  m  J  M,"!-     ™"«'  ""'  hefore  seemei  very 

dark  and  myetenous  will  become  veiy  plain.  ^ 

The  doctnne  of  the  New  Birth  upset,  all  false  religion- 
^f^  views  about  the  Bible  and  about  God.     AfS.f 

toZt-     -"iV<"!8  l"t  of  questions  written  out  for  him 
«»answ„.     ^.  ;,.,„;  •••'fyott««n»miwer  these  questioue  sat- 
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isfactorily, I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  be  a  Christian.     "  Do 

Christ  first  I  Thenyoucanlook  into  these  questions."  The 
man  thought  that  perhaps  he  had  better  do  so.  After  he  had 
received  Chnst  he  looked  again  at  his  list  of  questions  but 
then  It  seemed  to  him  as  if  they  had  all  been  answered.  Nico- 
demus  came  with  his  troubled  mind,  and  Christ  said  to  him 

JZ7  l^T  "«"^°''  ^'  ™  '"'^"^^  »ltog«^«r  differ: 
ently  from  what  he  expected  ;  but  I  venture  to  say  that  was 
the  most  blessed  night  in  all  his  life.  To  be  «  born  again  ^ 
the  greatest  blessing  that  will  ever  come  to  us  in  this  world. 

aJn'-'blT''"r'»r'''  "Except a  man  be  born 
again,       born  from  above,"  *  «  born  of  the  Spirit."     From 

Hh!^  iM-u  .'''"^**  •'"'*  """^^  ^^''''  "  E^^'^Pt  ye  repent  ye 
shall  all  likewise  perish."    (Luke  xiu.  3,  4.)    -  Except  ve  he 

converted,  and  become  as  little  chiWren,  ye  shall  not  enter  in! 

to  the  kingdom  of  heaven."    (Matt  xviiL  3.)    "Except  your 

righteousness  shall  exceed  the   righteousness  of  the  Scribes 

and  I'tariseeB,  ye  shall  in  no  case  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 

thTnr  ''    '^'^     ^^'^  "^^  '''"^  °^'"°   '^'  ''"^^ 

I  am  so  thankful  that  our  Lord  spoke  of  the  New  Birth  to 
this  ruler  ot  the  Jews,  this  doctor  of  the  law,  rather  than  to 
the  woman  at  the  well  of  Samaria,  or  to  Matthew  the  publican 
or  o  Zaccheus.  If  He  had  reserved  His  teaching  on  this  great 
matter  for  these  three,  or  such  as  these,  people  would  have 
said  Oh  yes,  these  publicans  and  harlots  need  to  be  con- 
verted :  but  I  am  an  upright  man ;  I  do  not  need  to  be  con- 
verted.      I  suppose  Nicodemus  was  one  of  the  best  specimens 

t^^t^  ''  '""^^^"^^    ^^^-    ™  -*^g  -  -ord 


•John,  111,  8.  Marginal  reading. 
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guuiy,  and  our  experience  confirm  this.     We  know  also  tha^ 

to  1:;^  ylZCl  ^'™™f'"'  '^  "t    "  "  ■""  S^'-S 
Christie.     ..V       ,  f^P'''  ""'  "t  "«"» if  ""ey  are 

™  ^  K      ..  '  °^  '""'*'  1  «» ;  »t  least.  I  think  I  am  •  r 

o>^.^"^f'  T'  ^?'"^-"  *"• ""'  «"'  »  "«"  R«™ 

i^onstian  ?    Is    not  that  a  new  birth  I "    Wn     wi .»  i, 
that  to  do  with  heing  horn  again ,    C  u  ^  ano^t  olJ!: 

when  I  w«  C^  ^;t?  LT'"'  i  ""■  ^  ""  ■»"  "«"» 
l,.r,.;  J  •  .  ,P"™"-  They  believe  that  becanse  thevwera 
Up^ed  .n.„  t  e  ohnrch,  .hey  were  baptised  into  tht  K^ 

ofC^  TJt'^yf  ^<*  "<"  •>«  •»?'■•»<»  i»to  the  Son 

A™w'«.^rr  "    '  "*''"  "■  '"  P'"'*    G»d  forbid  that  I 
snonld  say  anything  against  it.     But  if  von  nut  th.t  !n  *i, 

^"rih:'  ^r 'r-'"  »'•■■'  p'- »'  «"rNerBirthi^  if: 

O^    .Xf  :■    '  °"'  r""'  •"  '«'P«^'^  »»»  *e  Kingdom  of 
^«  of  (^»  "  T?  ■»«"»  l"™  «g«i-.  he  cannot  see  th!  King 
H^l  !l  "^ '""  '^"8  'hfa  rests  his  hopes  on  anv. 

Si?:;^  •"' """"  ^"""■^"'^""-^  p"' "»' ««« -r 
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Another  class  say,  "  I  go  to  the  Lord's  Supper ;  I  partake 
aniformly  of  the  Sacrament."  Blessed  ordinance !  Jesus 
hath  said  that  as  often  as  ye  do  it  ye  commemorate  His  death 
Yet  that  IS  not  being  «  born  again ;  "  that  is  not  passing  from 
death  unto  hfe.  Jesus  says  plainly-and  so  plainly  that  there 
need  not  be  any  mistake  about  it-"  Except  a  man  be  born  of 
the  bpirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  God  "  What 
has  a  sacrament  to  do  with  that  ?  What  has  going  to  church 
to  do  with  being  born  again  1 

Another  man  comes  ut.  and  says,  "I  say  my  prayers  reg- 
ulary.  St.ll  I  say  that  is  not  being  born  of  the  Spirit.  It  ts 
a  very  solemn  question,  then,  that  comes  up  before  us;  and  oh  ! 
that  eve^  reader  would  ask  himself  earnestly  and  faithfully  : 
Have  I  been  bom  again  ?  Have  I  been  born  of  the  Spirit  1 
Have  I  passed  from  death  unto  life  1 " 

There  is  a  class  of  men  who  say  that  special  religious 
meetmgs  are  very  good  for  a  certain  class  of  people.  They 
would  be  very  good  if  Vou  could  get  the  drunkard  there,  or  get 
the  gambler  there  or  get  other  vicious  people  there-that 
would  do  a  great  deal  of  good.     But  «  we  do  not  need  to  be 

domt  ToNicodemus.  Who  was  Nicodemus  ?  Was  he  a 
drunkard  .gambler,  or  a  thief?  No!  No  doubt  he  was  one 
of  thoverybest  men  in  Jerusalem.  He  was  an  honourable 
Councillor ;  he  belonged  to  the  Sanhedrim  ;  he  held  a  very 
high  position ;  he  was  an  orthodox  man ;  he  was  one  of  thd 

Jxcept  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of 

I  cannot  create  life.    I  certainly  cannot  save  myself."    You 

certamly  cannot :  and  wa  ^o  ««t  «»-—  *f~- -r-      « 

vnn  if  :-     i.L    1  '  •  ~  "'    "   ''^"^'"  '■^"■^  ^""  ^*°'     ^«  tell 

you  It  IS  utterly  impossible  to  make  a  man  better  without 
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Christ ;  but  that  is  ,vhat  men  are  trying  to  do.     They  are  trv 
«EW  OREATroN.    Kegcneration  is  a  new  creation  •  and  if  it  i«  a 

«^h  He  was  alon^  When  Ci,ri.t  redeemed  the  world  He  was 

is  Lm'ofTSit "  J:"™  °'  ""f  ""''' "  "«»'' ;  •"<>  tha'  ">ioh 
M  oorn  ot  the  Spirit  is  spirit  "     /John  iii  R\     Ti,.  tt.u-     • 

cannot  change  his  skin    and  th.  i         \    ''  E">iopian 

snot,  v™,  ■  [.  '  ^  '"'  '""P*"*  <=»'"'o'  change  his 
spots,  iou  might  as  well  try  to  make  yourselves  pure  and 
holy  without  the  help  of  God.  It  would  be  TusTas'^Z  for 
you  to  do  that  as  for  the  black  man  to  wash  himself  wh^  A 

Xh    .ndtkf     ^T'"t'  """"  ""■'"' '"  >»"  °f  ">"•-" 

nZ'p^  !  n        '"''  "  '"'■''  "f  ">«  Spirit  is  spirit." 
Hifk7„„d         t"'  "'«»»«'>apterhofr  we  are  to  get  int. 
His  k  ngdom.     We  »«  not  to  work  our  way  in-not  but  th^t 
salvation  «  worth  working  for.     We  admit  .11  that.     If  the« 

whUe  to  swim  those  rivers,  and  climb  those  mountains    There 

notoht  v'l"'  °*'™""''  "  -rth  all  that  effort  rbut  we  To 
not  obtain  it  by  our  works.  It  i,  "  to  him  that  iorketh  not 
but  beheveth  "  (Rom.  iv.  6).     We  work  because  wlj^  saved 

Tot  Ca  "!*  ^  ^  '^"'^     ^^  "o*  f"»"  "-e  cross ;  bu 
It^J^l    I' "Written.  "Work  out  your  own  salvation 
with  fear  and  trembling"  (Phil.  ii.  12).      Why,  you  must 
have  your  salvation  before  you  can  work  it  out.     Suppori 

n.»        r,      n  r    '   •"*  ""y'-  "'«'  "■«  have  the  hundred 
When  I  first  left  home  and  went  to  Boston  ;  I  had  spent  all  my 
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money,  and  I  went  to  the  post-office  three  times  a  day.  I 
knew  there  was  only  one  mail  a  day  from  home ;  but  I  thought 
by  some  possibility  there  might  be  a  letter  for  me.  At  last  I 
received  a  letter  from  my  little  sister;  and  oh,  how  glad  I  was 
to  get  it  She  had  heard  that  there  were  a  great  many  pick- 
pockets in  Boston,  and  a  large  part  of  that  letter  was  to  urge 
me  to  be  very  careful  not  to  let  anybody  pick  my  pocket.  Now 
I  required  to  have  something  in  my  pocket  before  I  could 
have  it  picked.  So  you  must  have  salvation  before  you  can 
work  it  out. 

When  Christ  cried  out  on  Calvary,  "It  is  finished!"  Ee 
meant  what  He  said.     All  that  Lon  have  to  do  now  is  just  to 
accept  of  the  work  of  Jesus  Christ.     There  is  no  hope  for  man 
or  woman  so  long  as  they  are  trying  to  work  out  salvation  for 
themselves.     I  can  imagine  there  are  some  people  who  will 
Bay,  as  Nicodemus  possibly  did,  "This  is  a  very  mysterious 
thing."    1  see  that  scowl  on  that  Pharisee's  brow  as  he  says, 
"  How  can  these  things  be  1 "    It  sounds  very  strange  to  his 
ear.  ^^  "  Born  again  ;  born  of  the  spirit !    How  can  these  things 
be  1"   A  great  many  people  say,  "  You  must  reason  it  out ;  but 
if  you  do  not  reason  it  out,  do  not  ask  us  to  believe  it."    I  can 
imagine  a  great  many  people  saying  that.     When  you  e^k  me 
to  reason  it  out,  I   tell  you  frankly  I   cannot  do  it.     *'  The 
wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  thoa  hearest  the  sound 
thereof,  but  canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh  and  whither  it 
goeth  :  so  is  every  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit "    (John  Ui. 
8).    I  do  not  understand  everything  about  the  win^.     You 
ask  me  to  reason  it  out.    I  cannot     It  may  blow  due  north 
here,  and  a  hundred  miles  away  due  south.     I  may  go  up  a 
few  hundred  feet,  and  find  it  is  blowing  in  an  entirely  opposite 
direction  from  what  it  is  down  here.     You  ask  me  to  explain 
these  currents  of  wind ;  but  suppose  that,    because  I  cannot 
explain  them,  and  do  not  understand  them,  I  were  to  take  my 
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stand  and  assert.  "  Oh    f}i«-  • 

than  that  man  does  :  often  Lv,?^;  ^  ."""  """»  »'"'"'  " 
•"""ing  against  my  W ••■  .^7.  ""'"?  ""  '''""''  »»<•  f«"  it 
wind  blow  »y  „„b  Ja  'ont  of  'J!°  k"*.^'  "^'  "  ^'<'  ■«"  tha 
i'i  I  not  see  U  bloj  i  Cn^s  h7„ff  "M'"  """'  "'^  '  "«» 
not  seen  it  blow  the  trees  ?„  !h  t  '"  ""^  '"*'*  '  Have  I 
in  the countiy  J"  ""^  '"""•  »■"* "•"  S^'ing  com 

'«»;!  wS  Z\Tl  rV'"  •""'  "■•'  "■-  "  "»  "Oh 
•wingbornoftheSnl     tI       /,'  ""  ™*   "-ing  «s  ,  ™an 

i"  »y  heart,  just^fClv  Lf"  f,""*  ^P'"'  "'««'  """""S 
Wowing  in  ^;,^"  7"^ ;»'' "  '™.'y  «  I  have  felt  the  wind 

"■any  things  T^„„  !        ""  "^'' "  »■"•     There  are  a  great 

"Ove^conldn.Lr::  tr:r^   "-t  which  ;   he,ievf1 
I  cannot  tell  how  O  J  T  f"*"°"-     ^  o»n  see  the  world,  h..t 

've^r  „,an  will  .dl  1"        "  ""'  "^  °°"''''8-    ^°'  "'"ost 
There  "^  *  owative  power 

cannot  reason  o«°"annfth''iTKl""  ^  ""•-"t  explain  and 

■  oial  traveller  say  that  he  td  \  ^"l"'*^    ^  '"'"'^  «  »«'■"■»- 

w'igionofJe,„rchrt  '""''   *'""  ">o  "inistry  «,d 

i»v«tigati„n     I  When  irir'd''^/"™''"''"  «■«•  »<"  <>' 

they  made  up  their  minds  not  tTk  r  '  '  on  their  journey 
not  reason  out.  An  old  "1  l  -  T  "'""''8  ""7  "ould 
«^<1,  « I  heard  yot "«;  yon^wotw^liT ,i  '"<»  P-^-''^  ho 
oould  not  reason  out"  "rls"  J  ^''™  "ythingyou 
"  Well,"  he  said  "  eomin^  A^  .^  '*"'•  "  ""'  ^  «>•" 
«)«>eg;ese.  some  shlM"""'."'* '™° '"^"y.  ^  ""ticed 

eating  gra.;.     Can  you  V  me  TV^  '""*  """'^  »" 
grass  is  turned  into  L,    r   1  ^  T""'  ?"«««  "■«'  "me 

youbeUeveit^rLt"r.'  ^^^^^^^^^    «» 

'    *     ""J  «"«>  "  *vo  cannot 
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h.lp  Mie™gth.t,  though  we  Ml  t„  understand  it."   «  Well  " 

I  -ee  „e„  who  lav^S  j^  XTt:  ""^^u  T"*" 
been  «fo.n,ed.  Have  not  ..me  of 't^e  very  'r  "t'"' 
regenerated-been  picked  up  out  of  the  p7t  a„H  wk"  ^"' 
»t  upon  the  Kock,  «.d  .new  .on.  n^'  »'"''"'.'' "-"'^  »«' 
Tueir  tongues  were  cursing  and  wLnf  •  'l  °'°''""" 

occupiedinpraiaineGodOir^t       {"""«'■  *"*  •">"  «« 
.11  thing,h.vXfm?new     Th^"*'    ""  '""''''  """y-  ""d 

.Uould  go  to  .  poor  druuktdt  hoL  Go  to^l'  T  "'  ^'"' 
poor  miserable  drunkard.     I.  ,h  .■ '°  ""'  '""'^  "^  ""at 

e«th  ,  See  thf^^r  and  d^feLThl '°'  """!^""'  "'"  °» 
hark  I  A  footatep  i,  heard  .the  aot^^te  h'M  ''"' 
and  hide  themselves     Tho       *•    .       '  "®  children  run 

man.  He  h^l^n  her  to  L^t  l:*  T"^  .»»  "-'  »"« 
about  the  marks  of  his  wls  t  t^Z  "  m""  ""^  ''*'  '"™' 
atrong  right  h«.d  has  been  bro«L7  dt„  7  '."""  "^' 
head.  And  now  she  w«t,  ex^ec tint  IT  ^  \"  ^"'"'"'''^ 
aafferhi.  brutal  treatment.  He  c„L«*i^.  7  "  T'  *"'» 
have  been  to  the  meeting;  an"  iTaM  he^'  Z  ^fw;! 
can  be  converted.     I  beUeve  that  God  isTw.  ,  ^ 

Go  down  to  th.t  house  again  in  a  few  Uk..  and'T,"" 
change  1  As  you  approach  you  hear  some ^e". Cut  ,?  * 
not  the  song  of  a  reveller,  but  the  straL^^f  .t^!  ^'  .  " 
hymn.  "Rock  of  Ages."  TheehUdrenr^  ■  ^  ^"^  "^ 
the  m«.  but  cluster^ound  hi  knt  Z  Z-^t'T^t  °' 
her  f«!e  lit  „p  with  a  happy  glow      Is  Z  Tf .      ^  *""■• 
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What  men  want  is  the  power  to  overcome   temptation,  the 

power  to  lead  a  right  Ufa 
The  only  way  to  get  into  the  kingdom  of  God  is  Id  be 

"  born  "  into  it.     The  law  of  this  country  requires  that  the 

President  should  be  born  in  the  country.  When  foreigners 
come  to  our  shores  they  have  no  right  to  complain  against 
such  a  law,  which  forbids  them  from  ever  becoming  President*!. 
Now,  has  not  God  a  right  to  make  a  law  that  all  those  who 
become  heirs  of  eternal  life  must  be  «  born  "  into  His  kinjr 
domi  * 

An    unregenerated  man   would  rather  be  in  hell  than  in 
heaven.     Take  a  m^n  whose  heart  is  full  of  corruption  and 
wickedness,  and  place  him  in  heaven  among  the  pure,  the  holy 
and  the  redeemed  ;  and  he  would  not  want  to  stay  there.     Cer- 
tainly, if  we  are  to  be  happy  in  heaven  we  must  begin  to  make 
a  heaven  here  on  earth.     Heaven  is  a  prepared  place  for  a 
prepared  people.     Jf  a  gambler  or  a  blasphemer  were  taken 
out  of  the  streets  of  New  York  and  placed  on  the  crystal  pave- 
ment  of  heaven  and  under  the  shadow  of  the  tree  of  life,  he 
would  say,  "  I  do  not  want  to  stay  here."     If  men  were  taken 
to  heaven  just  as  they  are  by  nature,  without  having  their    • 
hearts  regenerated,  there  would  be  another  rebellion  in  heaven. 
Heaven  is  filled  with  a  company  of  those  who  have  been  twice 

BORN. 

In  the  Uth  and  16th  verses  of  this  chapter  we  read  "As 
Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness,  even  so  must 
the  Son  of  Man  be  lifted  up ;  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him 
shou]  I  not  perish  but  have  eternal  life."  "  WHOSOBVBR." 
Ma?  \s.  that !  Let  me  tell  you  who  are  unsaved  what  God  has 
done  for  you.  He  has  done  everything  that  He  could  do  to- 
ward  your  salvation.  You  need  not  wait  for  God  to  do  any- 
thing  more.  In  one  place  He  asks  the  question,  what  mor« 
could  He  have  done  (Isaiah  v.  4).     He  sent  His  prophets,  and 
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muTderdti'^'^i  "'li  'k*'  ""'  "''  '«'»™''  «""•  «■«>  '"^y 

».  of  .  n  "  Xf  fhow  h"    "  '""  "■"  "°"  'P'"'  '»  ■='"'"'>'=« 
T    .T'  .  "  '""'  ''^  "«  *<>  •»  saved. 

01  J>ian  be  lifted  up,  '« that  whosoever  believeth  in  m»«  «k     ij 
not  p«  .h  but  have  ete.na.  life."    S^i'tn'  „"  L^l' 

God  in  that  w.,.  I  .„  iit:^:^^'^:z'  rj'ij 

you  are  lost  ,t  wUl  not  be  on  acoountof  Adam"  2  ' 

Let  me  Uluatrate  tliie;  and  perhaps  you  will  be  liter  »hl. 
o  unde«und  it.     Suppose  I  am  dyfng'of  con  ump^„„  .hJoh 
I  inhented  from  my  father  or  mother.     I  did  not  «t  ih!  ^ 

he  looks  a    me   .  dT;  •  «  mIT/  '"'P'""  "^  """^  "»8i 

"Bu,  sir.  I  d^  not  blvet  Th  f'tlle '  tlT!?^" 
physicians  in  this  country  and  in  EuZ  •  Id  theVtttf '"* 
there  is  no  hooe  "     «R.,f  ^«„  7  ^    w        ^®^  *®^^  "»« 

known  me  for  ytar."  "^  sir "' "..n"'  """^Vr  ''«™ 
would  tell  you  a'falsehood  r"'  '  No  "     "V:","  L'r"'  ""'"'  ' 

L:rjrtrmedir.^rr:^'d'^"l^^^^^^^^^ 

well:  look  at  me."    I  1  tta^  itT  ..r        ""^  P"'''""^ 

"y«.H  may  be  .t^n^^ut  it  is  .  ?JrC°nr'" 
curflH  mo  .  *-u.  ^i-.--       ?.  /      "  *"  w  a  ract.     ihis  medicirifl 

„  ^  ^^^  ^„jg  raeaiciiie,  and  it  will  car«  vnn       a  uu       7 

it  has  cost  me  a  great  A^\  {f  -Koii     7     !      ^         Although 
great  deal,  it  shall  not  cost  you  anything.     Do 
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not  make  light  of  it,  I  hen  at  von  »    «  w  n ..  t 

like  to  believe  you  •  butlhi»  i.       ,  '   ^'^^"^  »''<»''<' 

Heating  th«f I'fHeld  'o-  '*^^'° '"''  """"•" 

friend,  and  tl>at"L  SflT.!7>f  ""*  "'""'  "'"'  """'» 
d«beUeving;  soheg^llL  ^l'"^*  "^"S-  I  »»  "tiU 
and  wiothef,  and  anoZ  11  t ''"°«'  ^  *''»"'«  «»<!. 
the  a«ne  tiding  thev  L  ,.  """ '  ""*  *''*y  *"  «fy  t,^ 
they  took  rime\I,il''7,  jn  "  ^  "  "^'^"^  "«" 
and  that  it  has  cured  T^^  My  L^d  Z  f  ";'  '^  "^ ' 
medicine.     I  dash  if  »„  *i.  ,         "'  ''""1»  ■»«  the 

saving  power    Idi^    Th^,  ^""""^ '  I  ■*"  '"■'  ^^"^^  '■"  "» 
remedy'  ^"'if"'u  nerish  T°l  "  'u'"  "■*'  ^  »P""'«'  "» 

wiu  ch„o«  dVer^t ;  :^i^rttzv\  7- 

escape,  if  ye  neglect  so  great  salXn  ? "    Th  "^.'  ^' 

for  you  if  you  neglect  the  remer     H  "  "  ""  ^"^ 

the  wound.  If  we  had  L  .^  J  *■"*  '"'  8<««i  to  look  at 
been  bitten  bv  ole  of  the  fi  '"  ^"  ^""''"''"'  '='"°P  »■"»  •'"d 
no  good  to  look  atfh  wfZT"!::  "  """'.'  '"'™  ''°''«  "» 
never  save  any  one     vvh-*  ^'"^  *'  ""«  """""l  "iiJ 

Kemedy-lo:^'a::^o  Km  w^\r' 1°  ''  '»  '"-"^  ■"  «>» 
from  your  sin.  '  ""^  P"""  '»  «"«  ?<>» 

gl^t  theremej;  h  ITsoff^r  In  th?'^r"  ""'^  - 
a  short  and  tiny  grave    r.nv      ^f^  u*'""*  desert  is  many 
fiery  serpents.     fIZs'  ^d'    I    "^  ''"'  '"'"'  """"  >>-'  '^e 
chUdren     Over  vonZ  rt  '''  "^  ''^'"K  »"»?  «>«' 

..ved  motherlaLr :  b^K  C^^^ !„»  rf"  j  " 
weeping,  gather  around  the  beloved  fT!  ^"  *""  *°"ly> 
mournful  cries;  y„u  see  the  bitt t,rs  The  ll  "".  ""^ 
borne  away  to  his  last  resting  IT  iJ.^  r  "  '"""^ 

^P  all  over  the  camp.     16^1.^  n!    •       ,      '  ""''"8  8oing 
l**     *  ears  are  pouniiflr  ^loa^n  f«„  *l , 


fffl^ffZfZJfrorii.  K,.auou. 


, •  Hi^ 

^no  have  passed  awav  •  fi,.        ,  ^~ 

,   I  see  in  one  teat  aa  w, .  \^  ■="•"?  *»  "■»  other, 
form  of.  beloved  boy  jW  cl^    ""■  '"°"'*''  <«»<iing  over  the 
budding  i„.o  manhood     She?/"""""'  ■""»■»  "' ^^^ M 
death  that  is  gathering  upt"/"'""*  """^  "•«  «"»    o 

The  mother's  heart-strings  «S  tof„      i'f!  "^  »''''*''g  f««t  away, 
'he  hea»  a  noise  i„  the  l^.     '^Z^^"''    ^'  «  ""^ 
does  It  mean  J    She  goes  t«  ft    ?  8™"  ehout  goes  up.    What 
'ie  noise  in  the  oa^Tr    h!    7  "!  ""■  '""■     "  ^W  « 
some  one  says :     «  Why,  „„  eood  »  '"""^  P^^-S  by.     And 
be  good  news  that  hl'Z^^JT"' '"'™  ^o"  »<"  beard 
the  woman,  "  Good  new,  ,  Whl?"    ^*  """"P  ' "    "No,"  says 
»ot  heard  about  it,    G^dhllw/;"    "^by,ha;y^ 
fof  the  bitten  Israelites .    ot  ^^        1  "'"*^^-"   "  ^hat ! 

;  Why,  God  has  instructed  Ifo,™  L     I""'  ""'  '""«<'^  "  '  " 
and  to  put  it  „„  ,     ,      "  ,^'"'". 'o  make  a  brazen  serpent 

b«  declared  that  rhto'e"'^'"'^'"'  "^  "-ecamp;  and' He 
ehout  that  you  hear  is  the  sh™    "f    "'""'  ''  "■*"  ««•     The 
the  serpent  lifted  up."    The  11       *  P'"?'"  "'ben  they  see 
-d  she  says:  "  Uy\o,^i''Ct^'J<^  '^'  '"^o  'be 'J, 
-eed  not  die,    My  bo^.  mTb^    "7"  '"  **"  ^^^^     ^ou 
"d-ngs;  you  can  live  I"  HeTs  alr»f;i      """^  "°"«  "'b  good 
«o  weak  he  cannot  walk  tf  he  f^^ST^r  ""<"''«» '  '" '» 
't'ong  ^,  „„j^^  and  liZh'!'"'"'^     Sbe  puts  her 

anything,   he  says-..!  do  i„f  ""  ^^^  does  not  se^ 

"■ferj"    And'lhesay.      "KeeTl  T""*'   "•«"  »t 
•t"    At  last  ie  catehef  agli^:';  "f^-f.'-dyo.rwiil  « 

"d  lo,  he  a.  well ,  And  thus  it  iHitl™   ^"*''''«  "'^»'  .■ 
Some  men  8«»   -rik    _     ,     """h  many  a  roun^  „„„ . 

»^-^-    flow  long  did  it  take  to  :„r^'  t?. '"  'I''''"  "-"ve,. 


*oe»«  that  boy)    Howk^ 


'  ^^^^^^^^WWjWR&i j^ 
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did  it  take  to  cure  those  serpent-bitten  Israelites?    It  was  just 
a  look ;   and  they  were  well 

That  Hebrew  boy  is  a  young  convert.  I  can  fancy  that  I 
see  him  now  calling  on  all  those  who  were  with  him  to  praise 
^od.  He  sees  another  young  man  bitten  as  he  was  ;  and  he 
runs  up  to  him  and  tells  him,  "You  need  not  die."  "Oh  " 
the  young  man  replies,  "I  cannot  live;  it  is  not  possiblk 
Ihere  is  not  a  physician  in  Israel  who  can  cure  me."  He  does 
not  know  that  he  need  not  die.     "  Why,  have  you  not  heard 

uLT'^^n  .  "*  ^''^  P'^'^^^"^  *  '^'"^^y-"  "  What  remedy  ?  " 
Why  God  has  told  Moses  to  lift  up  the  brazen  serpent,  and 
has  said  thM  none  of  those  who  look  upon  that  serpent  shall 
(He.  I  can  just  imagine  the  young  man.  He  may  be  what 
you   call  an  intellectual  young  man.     He  says  to  the  young 

ZThltl    T??.*^T.'''"^'  '"^  going  to  believe  anything 
like  that  1    If  the  physicians  in  Israel  cannot  cure  me,  how  do 

me  t  Why,  sir,  I  was  as  bad  as  yourself ! "     "  You  do  not 

jay  SO!"      "Yes,  I  do."     "That  is  the  most   astonishing 
thing   I  ever  heard,"  says    the  young  man:  "I  wish  you 
would  explain  the  philosophy  of  it"      "I   cannot.     I   only 
know  that  I  looked  at  the  serpent,  and  I  was  cured  :  that  did 
It.     I  just  looked,   that  is  all.     My  mother  told  me  the  re- 
ports  that  were  being  heard  through  the  camp  ;  and  I  just  be- 
leved  what  my  mother  said,  and  I  am  perfectly  well."  "  Well 
1  do  not  believe  you  were  bitten   as  badly  as  I  have  been.'' 
Ihe  young  man  pulls  up  his  sleeve.     "Look  there  I     That 
mark  shows  where  I  was  bitten  :  and  I  tell  you  I  was   worse 
than  you  ^re.»     "Well,  if  I  understood  the  philosophy  of  it  I 
would  look  and  get  well"    "  Let  your  philosophy  go  ;  'look  and 

Tf  n  A  uT'  "'/'  r^"  *'^  ""^  *«  *^«  »"  unreasonable  thing. 
IfGod  had  said,  Take  the  brass  and  rub  into  the  wound, 
here  might-,  ho  anm^<-u;i»^  :_  xu     i  ' 

o—  --  --.«v„„xuii  iu  m;,  yrass  iUtti,  woaid  cure  the  bite. 
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Young  man,  explain  the  philosophy  of  ^^u 

people  before  me  who  have  XL        .^  I  have  often  seen 

young  man  calls  in  anotherandtl'l'^  ^"^  ^^« 

^y^  :  "Just  tell  him  how  the  W,  T  '''*"  '^'  *««^>  »«d 
JUBtthe  aame  story;  and  he  e^'^^T.^'" ' "  ^"^  ^«  *«"^ 
the  same  thing.  «  ^^  calls  in  others,  and  they  all  say 

The  young  man  savs  it  i 
Lord  had  told  Moees  togo"ndI7  '^"'T  """«•     ""'1" 
•tew  them  ^  take  the  f^lf  „     "  '."■"•  "'  '»»'«.  ""d 
be  -omething  i„  that.     iTtl  "  '  "'""<"''«'  'here  would 
do  such  a  thiDg  a.  look  at  tl,l  "'""■""^  *»  ""'"^e  to 

At  length  hU  mother!  wh*'  W  T'^'"'  """  ^  ^"o'  <i«  it." 
".  and  .he  say.,  "  m;  Zr  T  I,       "  °"' '»  ""  <«■»?.  «ome. 
-rid  for  you.'  'l  C  i^fhe  i::  f"'  l'"  *-' »«-  -" 
-«  very  fargoue.  ,„<j  they  a^^^' "j  ^~''  !'-«'>^<>.  who 
/ouug  m^  My.:  "I  .ho^^tf  ^  ^^ r"""*-"    We 
P«nful  thought  to  die;  I  want  t         *"  ''°"'  "  '"  «  very 
and  i,  i.  te^ble   to  iie  bl  1  'r""  't  """^"^  '»<( 
acti.^Id„„,,  under.tand X" mX  17^"^  ""'  "■» 
to  my  reason.     I  c„„ot  („,;     "  'T^y-     It  doe.  not  appeal 

h"pC;irarmeX"rdTrf  "--'^^^ 

".  »  great  many  peopfe'a^l 'l"  '"':?.'  *•  »"•  T'"'  '""bfe 
at  the  pole ;  that'i.  Vh^h'^^'-^^' *«  P"'-  Do  not  look 
ohuroh;  the  church  i.  aU  riltbnf^K  T  ""^  '»ok»tthe 
you.    Look  beyond  the  pSe     i„  V   . '''""°''  <"""""  «»ve 
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And  so,  my  friends,  take  your  eyes  off  from  men ;  take  rour 
eyes  off  from  the  church.  Lift  them  up  to  Jesus ;  who  took 
away  the  sin  of  the  world,  and  there  will  be  life  for  jou  from 
this  hour. 

f  T^^l"^  m**^'  ^®  ^®  °®*  ^^^^"^  *"  education  to  teach  us  how 
to  look.  That  little  girl,  that  little  boy,  only  four  years  old, 
who  cannot  read,  can  look.  When  the  father  is  coming  home, 
the  mother  says  to  her  little  boy,  «  Look  !  look  !  look ! "  and 
the  little  chUd  learns  to  look  long  before  he  is  a  year  old.  And 
that  IS  the  way  to  be  saved.  It  is  to  look  at  the  Laipb  of  God 
who  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world;"  and  there  is  lile 
this  moment  for  every  one  that  is  willing  to  look. 

Some  ta«a  say,  "I 'wish  I  knew  how  to  be  saved."  Just 
tane  God  at  His  word  and  trust  His  Son  this  very  day— this 
very  boar— this  very  moment  He  wUl  save  you,  if  you  will 
tr-ast  mm.  I  imagine  I  hear  some  one  saying,  "  I  do  not  feel 
the  bite  as  much  as  I  wish  I  did.  I  know  I  am  a  sinner,  and 
all  chat ;  but  I  do  not  feel  the  bite  enough."  How  much  does 
God  want  you  to  feel  it  1 

When  I  was  in  Belfast  I  knew  a  doctor  who  had  a  friend, 
a  leading  surgeon  there ;  and  he  told  me  that  the  surgeon's 
custom  was,  before  performing  any  operation,  to  say  to  the 
patient,  «  Take  a  good  look  at  your  wound,  and  then  fix  your 
eyes  on  me  ;  and  do  not  take  them  off  till  I  get  through."    I 
thought  at  the  time  that  was  a  good  illustration.    Sinner, 
take  a  good  look  at  your  wound ;  and  then  fix  your  eyes 
on  Christ,  and  do  not  take  them  off.     It  is  better  to  look  at 
the  Remedy  than  at  the  wound.     See  what  a  poor  wretched 
sinner  you  are;  and  then  look  at  the  Lamb  of  God  who 
"  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world."    He  died  for  the  ungodly 
and  the  sinner.     Say  "I  will  take  Him!"     And  may  Goa 
help  you  to  lift  your  eye  to  tne  Jkau  on  Calvary.    And  as  the 
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told  that  a  man  in  ona  If  L  7'*'"  ^  ""  """"^  ""d 
went  to  hin.  and  hVX' ^^  ::;^;,2rr  ^  -  ^^ 
chaplain— and  said  h«  w.„t.j        ™«Plain  —I  was  not  the 

•"id.  "I  wouidTlin^t  T  •*" '"" ""  '''^-  ^"d  I 

into  the  kingdom  of  Mi  ?  u  ?  """  »'"'  ^-^^  ^o" 
cannot  help  yon  die  > "  A 'd  C^^J  ^"' '  "^»<"  "l"  "  =  I 
"The  LorfJesns  Christ  1  r**'  "^'"'«»»'"  Laid. 
He  shook  lus  head,  and  LT"!  /"  '^  P^P^'^" 

rinned  aU  my  life."   ^dTL  ^^^T  '"™  "■''  '  ""^ 
ners."  I  thought  of  his  mothT-    .u  *  "»"■*  ■»  »»™  «i- 

that  she  ^J^ltCl72J^lT'''  *'"'  '  "■"  '"« 
.olved  I  would  stay  with  him      T  !  "■  I«aee;  so  I  re- 

aud  «peated  all  the  promr^i  1^^'/  '?  "  ""^""'^». 
»  a  few  hours  he  wouIdTgonT  /^J  'r  ""  ''i"'"'  "■«' 
him  a  convewation  that  Christ  l„d  J,^       '"""*''  '"  "^ 
ions  about  his  soul.    I  tu„™'  ^\Z)w  Ti  "'"'  ""  »«- 
H«  eyes  were  riveted  on  mf  •  ^d  1^  """P'"  »'  •'»'"'• 
and   15th  ve«es_the  ZZ.L  Tf        "  ^  '»""'  *»  *«  "'h 
»o«ls,    "As  Moseslfen" '"'"'^  "'-''*  """S""  »P  ""o 
even  so  must  the  Son  of  ^nt  mT'  '"  ""  """»''"'»• 
l««eveth  in  Him  -honld  not  pelh  ttT  ""!  ^^'^'" 
He  etoppod  me  and  said    "  I.T?  .       '"™  «'*'»»'  We-" 
He  asked  me  to  rein?'.    ^»  """there)"    I  said  "  Ves." 
eibows  on  theJl;  rpirhls^*'."-    "" '-""« 
''.That's go«l;  won't  you  3'ag^u,^f   '^S*'"?''  -<». 
tme ;  and  then  went  on  with  V)l  ^   I      I  read  it  the  third 
had  finished,  his  eye^  werT  tLj  W   t  *5'  """P'*'-  ^O"  ' 
there  was  a  smile  on  his  L.     i'u  ^.'"*'  "»«"  f»W«d,  and 

a  change  had  come  over  ki    i "'  "7  ",''"  "'  "P '    ^-at 

o,ex  It  1    1  saw  ius  lips  quivering,  and 
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leaning  over  him  I  heard  in  *  fc.vt  -i,- 

up  the  «rpent  in  the  w  Iderf^         '^"'    ^'  """-  '"^ 

Han  be  lirjd  up ;  th.:  xtr 'h^rj"  ^t ';;  *" 

^our,.  pi„o„in«  hiXr  thZ  z::.^'.  !:xr  •  '- 

Christ  aaid  to  Nicodemus  •  «  Py/.A,^f 
he  cannot  «e  the  kingZ'of^d'-'  %"„"       '"""'«*'''• 
countries;  but  there  is  one  conX    J  ",  "''  "»  "'»''y 

which  John  Bunyan  »wTn  vZ^L.'!  r'  "'  f."'?" ' 
unless  jou  are  born  it^ain     •.  ^         *"  "^^^"^  *>ehold, 

look  .broad  and  rX^Xrr  X  """^  ^"^  «"■ 
yon  shaU  never  behold  „„t^'  '"""he  "^ee  of  Kfe, 
faith  in  the  Sariour     yI  ^       ^Z  T  *"  "^^  ""ear  b; 

that  your  eynirnevTlt         "T""'  ■•"'  ^  »  ™»-l 
from  the  ThZ  o^G.^  a^nT  *''\""'  ""'■"'  """'«  »»' 

»«.  You  will  never  see  th^kLd.^  of^ '""*  " '.  ""^  "<" 
I>om  again.  You  may  ace  the  k.W,  °'^^°^  «««P'  J™  •" 
but  the  King  of  kin<ra  am)  T  j  ,^  ""*  ''"^'  »'"'«  ea«h ; 
except  you  "a^e  C^  ^n  m  ""'  ^'"'  "'"  ■"'™'  '- 
"ay  go  to  the  Tow"  Zl,  I  ^°"  "*  *"  ^'"»"''  y*" 
worth%hou  Jdeof  dor,a^TJ'':;~''7i  f'"^"'  ""*  " 
but  bear  in  mind  tharvouT'e  "  „  ,  ^""^'^  "■"»  ^y  ""Wiers  i 
of  life  except  you  a«  C^^n  "  "''  "P""  ""  «""'' 

You  may  hear  the  songs  of  Zinn  «i„-  u 

one  song-that  of  MoJ  and    1"  Iamb  "!/■"■«  .■""'  *""' 
ear  shall  never  hear  •  ii»  n^,J      Lamb-the  uncircumcised 

those  who  have  ten'  iom""  tt  "LT''  ''"f  T  '"«  »•'  "' 
beautUul  mansion,  of  earrhut  t,  "!^-'--1  T"  *« 
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time  became  a  nilffrim  an^  =  •         ^"'"P^®  ot— and  from  that 

.easy„„„e  bo^XlirjsV^f  »"■■'- »«>  - 
be  invited  to  marriL.  flTri,      "''"-'«)•     Y""  may  often 

It  i,  God  4o"arit  1,  ZVT'  '""  T  '^"'  ^-■ 
the  face  of  your  l^ll^Zo^^tJ^:  Z\  ','  .'r""*  °" 
praying  for  yo„ ;  but  the  tin.e  w^cf^  ';1'"1  *»'''«'  " 
«ee  her  „,„,,  „„,e3^y„„  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^.^     ""^  m  «haU  never 

see  your  child,  unless  you  are  bom  «ra  n  If  """*.7"  y»» 
re-uniW  to  your  wi  one,  y^ZTuZ'ZTl^^. 
J  IfTL'  '""irr*  -"-  "■»  l.«aTv":,o„euT 

der.  Young  ^^^youn^LrV  """'''  '■™'"'  "P  ^''■'■ 
theworldof  lir,  If!    ^  Jady.  have  you  not  a  mother  in 

daughter  r'lTvlu„T;  "^  »™-  -"O""..  this  w.v,  ™y 
born  again.         '^      ^""^^  ""*  "*  "«  "<«•  ><"«  "■"««  <« 
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upon  the  world     Lt «.  ,1.      j   '<.  "*  """''  ""••  '»«'« 

o^da,  «e  the  Ki^g  in  Hi,  be..,,  Z::,  JXlt  ^o^: 
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CHAPTER  III. 
TB£  TfFO  CLASSES. 

«Two  ««n  went  up  ,oto  the  t.n.pie  to  p»,v.--Lu«  „«,«„ 

ao  not  fee  their  need  of  a  Saviour  who  have  not 
been  convinced  of  sin  by  the  Spirit ;  and  ^ond 
I  do  to  beslt^r  ^"^^^^^^^^^--^cr;,  '^^^^^^t 

If  a  man  having  the  HpfrHf^re  Ar' '' ''' P'^'^"'^- 
aft^r-meeting.  I  know  of  LL/  ™8ee  comes  into  an 

l^is  <-e  thf;  iTomL  ia  lo'^'C:;?''^-"^^ 
,  none  righteous,  no  no*  on*. .  X '     •  '^"**®°'  There  is 

tWeis'none  t^r^Cl 'JTo^^^^^^  ^^^^ 
of  the  natural  man.     «  Thev  a^«  .11  "* ""  ^^'^  "P^^'^i"* 

ar.  together  become  unpro'Jble'^^'  tZ  '"*  ''  ""^  "*^'  ^*^«^ 
good,  no,  not  one."  And  Tn  th«  1 7.1^  ''  ""^"^  ^^^  ^^^^ 
follow,  we  have  "AndthV         .     *"  ''^''^  ^^  those  which 

there  is  no  fei:'of  G^d  'IZ^.^Zl  ''ZT'  T  ^^'^'^  ^ 
'lungs  soever  the  1>  ,  «.;,h     7   •  !^  "^  "* '"»''  "Iwt 

the  law ;  that  evew  llh  „    T*^  *"  *■""  "'"'  »'  »»<ler 
may  beo;meg«I.7be"r^;^  ""  ""^'^  "«» »"  ""«  "orid 

of«^."  Not  part  Xe"'h:l:i.:rt':"''""«""y 

sumed,  and  come  short  „f  jk.  "t!"  ^J^'ly-bot  ««_..  h,ve 
Which  h„beenvo,,„„^h«;dt^j;«:^:.„t""''"^'- 
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posed  bringing  intoth^.ft"'^       .^""  ''"'''"■''•  '''«'■»  'hepur- 
deal  and  m^t  ».nv  nhJ^.-  T""«- .  '  ''•™  '"^'""i  «  good 

needle  of  conviction  in  JyZZ    I'T.     l^'"'  "'""* 
«m  gl«d  to  eee  yonr  faith  •  W  '"  ■"'  *"■«  =    "  ^ 

the  m«t  .lf4hir»an' I  0^ r '  ^3  "T  ±  "^ 
mwl/    My  heart  wiU  breafcif  .r  .      ®'«"»"J.   "Toa 

oonvewion  >•    SheCSin  '•"".  "^''-g'  o-d  withont  hi, 
tired  of  the  eight  0^^^  *'"«  ""^ ' »"''  ^  8°'  «'-'»t 

The  place  in  which  the  tl^^^^Z  S  °°  '"\""'"''''"- 
and  there  was  an  o^,v  •         "^^  ^^^^  "eW  was  rather  cold 

■-«  HghUr  »d  hisfo^r  ■' c:ttr''  "■.«  r  -^ 

a. few  minutes  f "    I  a,„„<,i,,  Tu'.  .        '  '^°"  °"""»  '"  herefor 
«nd  I  did  notUrticn^lith?        u™  """"S  from  cold. 

^antyou  to  Dravfop  m."    r  1      7       ^  ofV^ermont.     I 
»urde;  0,  °«.roI°i  ^fol  U^-^t**  had  committed  a 

»7  one  sin  that  particularly  ^Zi.syo'r^'il,:l:'''T 
"My  whole  life  has  been  a  sin     T  h.     l  -^nd  he  said: 

righteous  Pharisee     T  ™  .  ^°°°  *  conceited,  eelf- 

»nder  deep  c"nXtion  m^""  "  '"*^  '"  """•"  ««  "« 
~«Iti  buttheSpwlhad  a\T"  ""'  ''*™  ?«"'"«<'  th« 
light  broke  M  uS  httul  "d  r  "'""'  ""  '"«  """"S 
business  street  of  the  ciTvlnrf  M  T"'  "^  »""*  '*»'"'  «" 
hi».  .ndhaa  been  "Urac:^e'c'ht.r  0^.^^^"-  '« 
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Tliere  are  four  other  pawage,  in  dealing  with  inoairer. 
which  were  used  by  Christ  Himself.  "Verily  veriv  r  !Il' 
.."to  thee,  Except  a  man  be  bom  .gain,  I  ca^l^^,  Z 
i.ngdom  of  God  "  (John  iii.  3).  ^     •     "  "="""»  »««  «>« 

wii"iriah."'"'  "' '™  "^'  "^''^P'  y"  "P'"'  y«  "hall  all  like- 
_IQ  Matthew  rriii.,  when  the  disciple,  came  to  Jem,  to  know 

«  d  '"  V  "f, t^  •  ■>"  »  -='"'<'  ""-I  -'  him  in  the  mUst  and 

htTn  "^U";"""'  ^«  "»"  ■«"  «"«'  '"e  kingdom  of 
There  is  another  important  "Except"  in  Matthew  v  20- 

'Ex^pt  your  righteousness  shall  exceed  the  righteousness  of 
the   Scribes   and   PharisfiAfl    irn   -koii    •  •^"uauess  oi 

kingdom  of  heaven/'  '  '    '"""  "'  ""  "^  ""«'  ""e 

f..A""i"'"°','"  "^°  "■««'  '«'■'»»  he  will  want  to  eo  into 
the  kingdom  of  God.     I  would  rather  go  into  the  kingdom  with 

would  be  he  I  to  such  «,  one.     An  elder  brother  who  could 

l^t  »h  ''"'i''""'/  »°-l-    I'  i»  «  solemn  thing  to  contemplate  • 
but  the  curtain  drops  and  leares  him  outsidefand  the  Zn«; 

oC  ciJ     ?     ^°  ""■  "•*  '""S-f"  of  ^^  SavT."  unX 
Tb^r  T,^"""  "™'  »PP™P'i»te ;  "  Verily  I  say  unto  you 

^  -s^r^rmrremltr-xritmS: 

iahorrible.     I  ^ITk  he ?f  nZ ^^^llt  f-t^.^-^' 
was  wiUing  to  hear  her  defend  him;  buTXaVit  J^a  sZn 


TBB, 


OOD. 


people  taJk  of  being  moral  hhT^u.         '  ^''"''««'-      When 

^ook  at  the  old  mL  X      :  w"h  ii^'h'""  "C  ^'^  '^  ^^^ 
«o  »n.  ^       ^  '^"^  ^  boy  who  would  not 

i^'tir  ?n:  r;r  or V""  ^  "'«■  "««■>  - 

«n  and  from  whom  the^  clJ        ?°  *"  """-"d  »f 

thu  prnitenti.1  cnr  there  »  n„  „!!       '  °  """^  "''<>  <"«« 

It  -well  to  brmg\em.Srrh?s    ''''"'''"'«'  *«  '*'• 
the  Lord  Je^,  Christ  and  fh        u1    °"P""*  =  "^'"'e  on 

"hat  it  i.  to  K  lieve  '■  L  ,f  *  f"""  ""^  »"'•  "  I  do-'t  know 
they  m„,t  believe  il'ordt^tt"'  '^  "  "" '"'  "' ''»™''  th»T 
thing  beside,  that.  We  ^  to  IZt^'  ^"' ''"^ '»»''  f"  -»«. 
how  to  believe.  "  **"  "'°'"  "bat,  and  where,  «,d 

So^ai^LiS' f e'^tlf •  "*  ""^^   "The  Father  loveth  the 
iieveth  on  the  CIxH  e  t Z  ""^v""  •"""•     ««  "■«'  >>« 
-  ^.Son  Shall  not  >iZ^^^:Jtt:^ 

etone  of  unbelief;  and  w7a«,^„  ?'"'"'"  """"  ''"  "'"the 
believing.  Whei  pelr.a7thi  '  "^  *"' f ''"'^ '■P"«''t  by 
chapter  and  verse,  Jdidd  tZ  T  ''°"''''  "'""'  ""<»» 
"Ea.  G«i  ever  broW  ffii  "*""  '"  '^''  ""^  'hing: 

rea^sr-    ThedevT,^L!^r.'"'''T''  '''"■  "'™"  '^^  tho««,nd 
Lave  not  suoceedeSoJl  *'Vrr^"«  *"  '^^  ^'««^  "^ 

■»i«  •  «.d  there  woSdlTfuWr        k",,'"''^*"'  '  '"'«'"'  ?■*       • 

■"a  !»  a  jubUe,  m  heU  ta^y  if  one  wonj 
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that  He  has  spoken  could  be  broken.     If  a  man  savs  th.f  h. 

cannot  Mieve  it  is  well  to  press  him  on  thaHne  thL 

I  can  believe  God  better  to-day  than  I  can  m^  u 

"The  heart  is  deceitful  above   all   thin..         f  7°  *"'*"• 

wicked  :  who  can  know  t  r  Z  xvii      f'/"'  uT""''"' 

better  than  I  can    myself     If  ;o„  .    .  /  '*"        """  ^"^ 
ftf  T  if«  k  1-        T      r®"-     ^^  you  want  to  know  the  wav 

^Ivt^m  Td    r      ""'.''''™'  "  «>«-»«l  Saviour;  cut 

Doctrine,  are  to  the  .oul  wh.t  fhe  ,treeU  wh  elf  W  J'^Slt 

house  of  a  friend  wlio  hae  invited  me  JT 

bod^    The,  .Ul  lead  n.e  there^  taTe  1  STonT  '^H 

Fe:::ro:d:^:inrrii.7.^:-:H^'onT  ^;  r^ 

bvtulv!^! '  v^'T '" '  '^ «"'  "^  ■'•"'  '"""I » -  It  i, 

oy  Deiievmg.     You  do  not  eet  nowftr  tI^  i«„«       j 
until  you  believa  ^     ^  ^^''^  *°^  ««"^«  God 

The  apostle  John  says :    "  If  we  rpnAiV*.  ♦»,-  -^-^ 
.   the  witness  of     ^od  is  greater    Z\T        I    ""'""''  ^^  '^"' 

which  He  has  testified  oTffisSon      UellVr'''''  "  ^^' 
Son  of  God  hath  th«  ^7     ^°-     ^^that  believeth  on  the 

the  S„„  „  o„,  ^.,^  „;  ^;,  >;«*«»  ,-ud  he  that  hath  not 

-^^"Z  ^Zn;:f::r  h^  tt'  ' ""  *-^  »<" 

o«iiu«y  i-te^nrsLniTrana t:  tr^!!f!'.°"  '"  "■» 
>.-  we  u^regardM  ^en'.  te.tin.on,,    T^^:;:^Z^ 
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oeiv«  the  witness  of  men  fhe  »l  *"'?""  "■*"•  "  "  "«  »■ 
J."  borne  witnes,  lllfcZ^'^:'^'^  "  <^^'"  ^'^ 
hBfeUowmenwhoareCreauenStun-  """  •""■  '«««™ 

we  are  constantly  findW  n„S  i      .«  ''°'™""  *'«'  "'">»■ 

«lt :i.r ^^»  totr;^-;/- -  .  ..ap  .  t^e  .ar. 
a»k  any  man  to  belieye  «)»!.„„*••..  ^^    *^"'  ^"^s  "<>» 

hear  without  eaS^  .^  ,'^'^, »  »""  ««  ««  "'thout  eyes ;  to 
believe  without  KiWurhi^  IT  .7      "'  ^°''-"  «•  •>"  ""> 

When  I  «t.rtTdT^ni"« '»•«'-- 
Thi.  told  me,  that  after  le^IX  sZZ'v/  •*"''''^""* 
cr,»,  the  Mi«i«ippi  and  tL  th.  M-       ^■'""'  ^  "'"'"" 
b«8ka;  then  over  the  rIi^/      MMonri;  get  into  Ne- 

Nevada  into  San  Fr^oisS'^ir.'f.  *''*  "'^  »'  «"  Sierra 
I  went  along,  and'Sd  ha  "^n^a^"^  "t  »"  "«"'  " 
having  proved  it  to  be  correct  ttr.!^    »  nuMrable  sceptic  if, 

»id  that  I  would  not  X^Tt  t  '^k'  "'  '"'  '"^'  '  "'«' 
journey.  ™  "  ^'"'  *''*  "moinder  of  the    • 

Suppose  a  man,  in  directing  me  to  the  Post  Offl.^     • 
ten  land-marks;  and  (h.t  ;.,  1  ""'*'  ff^"  me 

them  to  be  as  he^ute  i  sZuT"  '"?'  '  *'"'  "'•"'  "^ 
that  I  was  coming  to  the  Post tSt      *  "^  '"^^  '» """"'o 

aA:»da'r!stt':^'s'„r.hr7'"''  TV  •""«•  »  ^^^ 
self^nt^l,  and  fedX  f h  t^/l'::  t^'.i^t"  S''  '  «°' 

^"tKty^Mar  r '  "•'"  -"-^-"hr:^ 
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p  ace  as  recorded  in  God's  Word,  I  have  good  reason  to  con- 

'^tJT  r.      ^'IT'^'''  ^i"  *>«  ^"IfiUed.     And  yet  people 
talk  of  doubting.     There  can  be  no  true  faith  where  there  is 

TW  .1  ''.   '"^'  ^°^  ''  ^'  ^«'^'    unconditionally. 

There  cannot  be  true  peace  where  there  is  fear.  "Perfect 
love  casteth  out  fear  »  How  wretched  a  wife  would  be  if  she 
doubted  her  husband !  and  how  miserable  a  mother  would  feel 
If  after  her  boy  had  gone  away  from  home  she  had  reason 
irom  his  neglect,  to  question  tiiat  sou's  Uevoixon  J  True  love 
never  has  a  doubt. 

.J!?r  T  ""■"'."•'"g'  indispensable  to  faith-knowledge, 
assent,  and  appropriation.  *  ' 

„iT»  r"  ^r"  '^°'*-  "  ^"^  *•■"  "  «f«  •"»">«'.  that  thev 
m^ht  inoy,  Thee,  the  only  true  Uod,  and  Jesus  Christ  who» 
Thou  hast  sent  "  (John  :cvii  3).  Then  we  must  not  .1 
pve  our  assent  to  what  we  know ;  but  we  must  lay  hold  of  the 

tt„  ,>  n  """?  ""^'^  «'™  "'  "*■"  '0  "'-'  Pla°  »f  ««lv.- 
tion.  >t  wU  not   save  him;    he   must  accept  Christ  as  hi. 

Saviour.     He  must  receive  and  appropriate  Him. 

by  hrb^^jf^^irr' ''" '""'  *  '^•'''  ^^^  <»°  >»  "^-ted 

which  we  happen  to  be  sitting  is  on  fire;  and  see  how  In 
we  hould  act  on  our  belief  and  get  out     We  are  all  the  time 
influenced  by  what  we  believe.     We  cannot  help  it     AndTel 
»  man  behove  the  record  that  God  has  given  of  Christ,  and  i 
will  very  quickly  afiect  his  whole  life. 

Take  John  v.  24.     There  is  enough  truth  in  that  one  ver=e 
for  every  soul  to  rest  upon  for  salvation      it  j  .    ? 

the  shadow   of  a  doub't     '■  Vel Trilv  ■     XT '''"" 
triilv  triiiTT     «T  'ciiiy,   veruy   — which   means 

tZ'  T^~2^  '"^  "•"»  y""-  ^«  "■»'  heareth  My  word  wd 

d«th':;";."i;;."™'' """  -">"«-'"- ;  ^ut  i,  pas«d-ft.m 
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the  truJ,  and  be  condemned  T  *"'''"'"'»  g»  "'"•"gh 

much  iXnC^     b1  w^?.""  ''""'"^  "■" '«  ""  » 

death  come,  we  have  nought  to  fear     Ijl  th!  J    °  ^'* 

the  world  cannot  dig  a  grave  arltlnn.fi,  ^^'/'/'''■^'SgevB  in 
hold  eternal  life;  fll  t^coZrC^^^^^^^^ 

«.d.  behold.  I  .„.  »,ive  re^^^L  .!'  C  T  IsT  Th' 
cannot  touch  Him  again.  ^««y.  i.  18>     Death 
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We  get  life  by  believino.     t„  »   » 
lost;  for  the  redeemed  child  of  rZ  "'  f  "°"  "■»"  ^^^«> 
»ore  gloriou,  inherita^rin'^tt  VpL'S*  """-  "'«' 

Men  after  being  there  tn  'JZ  ^  ""«'"  '"«''«  '^'d  ««d 
"  «.ftr,  if  these  th  1  bed  "e  ,  ^'"*  ^°'  ""«  "^'i^^r 
them  a  fact,  and  .  .  f  fi  tfoT^d  b"  '""^  ^^'  »'"»»''« 
enough.  Let  ,„  ,,  ,„t  Him '1  ^^  ""''  "  ^  *""'  ""»'  » 
Let  the  same  confidence  a"  Z!  ""T  ""=*""""  "■"■=«  Him. 
«  related  in  the  foHowL "  ^o  bL  T '"  "'"«  *"««*« 
I  read  in  the  Haie  TreZ^-        '  '"""''"'S  ""'<»«"  """.ch 

"  I  had  been  absent  from  hnm«  <• 
rendering,  as  1  again  drew  near  the  b  '""*'  ^''•'-  """^  -« 
Magg>e.  j„.t  able  to  sit  alone    w'ud,"'"'^'**''  '^  ""^  ''"'« 
her  memory,- 1  stationed  myse^Jb        t  "''"'  "*•     T»  '»' 
eould  not  be  seen  by  her  2i      ,7^T  ^  ~""  «««  her,  but 
tone,  ■  Maggie  1  •      She  dCed  b      , ''".'"'""' '"  ""e  ffmiliar 
the  room,  and  then  lootel^'''''^i'"''8''  S'^-^ed  around 
Peated  her  name,  -  M.gJ  VXnl:?"  *°^»-     ^8«"'  I  - 
-■"om ;  but,  not  seeing  her  fJnl  ,    ""t  T  '""'J'"'  'he 
«»''  alowly  resumS^  her  emill  ?'  ?,''*  ^'^^'^  ""y^ 
'Maggie.-  when,  drop^  nHXr  b'         "  '"""'  '  <»'H 
tea,«  she  stretched  ou^hef  arms  to'thT'  "?'  '""''"8  "-'» 
«ound  proceeded,  knowing  thirtb™  '>*■•«''<»  "hence  the 

to  believe,     It  ie  M  MwZ'h^'"  *""•'  »■"•  "«  hare  power 
'hat  they  cannot  believe     Thev  '"*""T  u""**"  "■«  ««""«1 

"~ '^^"^  "lose  people  is  that  th^rr  u  "^  "         ^^^^  ^^o 

jj  eeung  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
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01  tfte  kind.  I  cannot  control  my  feelings.  If  J  could  I 
should  never  feel  ill,  or  have  a  hLache  or  toothwhe  I 
^ould  be  well  all  the  while.  But  I  can  believetod  fa nd  if 
we  get  our  feet  on  that  rock.  let  doubts  and  fears  come  «id  the 
waves  surge  around  us,  the  anchor  will  hold. 
Some  people  are  all  the  time  looking  at  their  faith     P^it), 

whom  vri,      T*^  r  ""*  •"  ""''  «  »'»■'  »  "-e  street 
and  you  offered  h.m.some  money,  and  he  were  to  say  to  you 

i„f^  I  K^  ',  ^'  "'«'"  »  »»n  put  a  thou«,„d  d^l^ 
mlvr'"°a  C ''''''"  How  did  you  know  it  was  go^ 
Z^l  ^  u  \'^^  "  *"  "•«  "»"''  »"■»  deposited  it  and  have 
got  a  bank  book."  "  How  did  you  get  this  gift  1 "  '■  I  Xd 
for  alms ;  and  after  the  gentleman  talked  with  me  he  took  out 
a  thousand  dollars  in  money  and  put  it  in  my  hand."  "How 
do  you  know  that  he  put  it  in  the  right  hand » "  "  What  do  I 
eare  about  which  hand ;  so  that  I  have  got  the  money."  M^y 

hvhl'"!f  rr''""f''«  '"'*"'^'  ">«  '■""'"'y  which  they 
Uyholdof  Chnst  ,s  the  right  kind-but  what  is  far  more 
essential  B  to  see  that  we  have  the  right  kind  of  Christ. 

*Mth  18  the  eye  of  the  soul ;  and  who  would  ever  think  of 
taking  out  an  eye  to  see  if  it  were  the  right  kind  so  long  as 
the  sight  was  perfect*  It  is  not  my  taste,  but  it  is  what  ' 
taste,  that  satisBes  my  appetite.  So,  dear  friends,  it  is  taking 
God  at  his  Word  that  is  the  means  of  our  salvation.  The 
truth  cannot  be  made  too  simple. 

There  is  a  man  living  in  the  city  of  New  York  who  has  a 
home  on  the  Hudson  River.  His  daughter  and  herfamUy 
went  to  spend  the  winter  with  him ;  and  in  the  course  of  the 
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sewon  the  scarlet  ferer  broke  out.     One  Ii»l.    -i  ^ 

quar.„t.„.,  to  be  kept  sepa^e  fr  „  ?h;^t    II   ""  ""'  '" 
the  old  grandfather  used  to  eo  »nJ  ^ij  t-  ^^"'^  morning 

bye,"  before  going  to  his  bit.  -^  ■"« gw-dohild,  -Good 

'he  little  things  tVwthl  oM  T  K^T  "'  ""*"  o"""'"-' 
him  to  a  oornef  of  the  room  Lb.  ^  •"''  '"""''  "«'•  '««<'i''8 
'0  the  floor  where  shrC"^°"''»^'°e«  word  she  pointed 
they  would  spell  out,  «Gr»<,"'*r  *"»,«  ««»II,«rackers  so 
»aid  nothing  On  his  Z,°l^t  '  "T  *  "^^  "f  Points."  He 
and  went  tl  the  room  r„l^''"\'"'  "T^  "P  "'  ««'»»». 
without  looking  torirherJi'sh^W  T  «'"«  grandohild,' 

took  him  into  the  same  corner  Jb!,  T^  ^°  """?'■«<*  "«•. 
same  way,  "  Grande  I T  T        ""^ '*''•"?«''«<' ""t  *»  the 

The  old  L  wZ' ^'^t'h    rmis^:^  ™t?^  ""V  •^''"^" 
anything.     That  was  faith.  g^ffyng  the  child  for 

Faith  is  taking  God  at  His  Word  •  »„^  ,k 
want  some  token  are  alwars  ««„     •  ?       "^^  P*°P'«  "^o 
to  come  to  this :  GoD  aAYrJTZ\"'*"  """"'•     ^^  "«"' 

Butsomesay,  Faith"!  ^^^™k-    . 
you  have  to  breathe  it.    So  is  b«.!i     k  .    ®'"' "«"">!  but 
So  ia  water ;  but  you  havMo  d^    1^  ""^  *"  "'  ''• 
miraculous  kind  of  feeline       Th.f   •  ,  "*  """""^  » 

Cometh  by  hearing,  «,d  hearin,  hw^  ^xr""!  '""'■  "  ^aith 
*.  17).  That  is  Vnce  Hh  .  ^  T""^  "^  *'<"'  "  (Bom- 
down  and  wait  for  failht.  1  J'^-o'fo'  me  to  sit 
etrange  sensation  but  tlf  """V*^"*  ''™'  "»«  "ith  a 
And  you  oannorwUet  „nll  "Vh  '*'*  *^''  »'  ««  ^-'' 
So  take  the  Word  «,7is  wTtfr.  7'  """'"""«  »»  '««<'-«• 
hold  of  it.  *""'"'  ""^  W^priate  it,  and  lay 

He  "th'rrbeiti'tif orrhLzn'  ^t^^^-  ^  ~^  -'« ^  > 

T> J    ,.  ,..  ..    _   "°  ^®  «ath  everlasting  i;f«     t  _      "1,    * 

-icau  oi  iue."    There  ia  th^  k«^  j    .  ,""©  "?=•    ^  am  that 
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So  Christ  i, Te  Cd'of  Wv     '^^  r"''*  "•'  •«  »'"««». 

«■•  .TthL  el     if'»^      "  "r^"  *"  ''»  »"  l-e  ■»»»'  let  go 

-forsIpV  ookin'r^'trl'  *"■  T"  *"■"  '"«  """"'"e 
Christ  wUl  not  heb  th.  i„!^         T  """     ^  '"""'•e'»ge  of 

«d  takes  horn'oft^tK^:^"  ^rr  ^'"'• 

might  have  believed  th»(  tt.  .       T      .      *""*"  I'nwU'es 

-.e.haa,.S'St:K:s:e;^;-- 

helpanothermanwhomay  wanttnlTn  1      ?  "'"  °<" 

knowledge.     So  a  knowlS^  "'chri:;  S:^rn';t  u"'"'"^ 
we  act  upon  it     That  is  what  it  i.  »?l  r         ^  "'  "'''™» 

J-s  Christ     Itisto:t:nwi»tJ:h^Z'"'A?'"''' 
steps  on  board  the  steamer  to  cross  th^AM  T  '  ■"*" 

^ke  Christ  and  make  a  co^^itr*      oattuV Z  "'"^ 
He  ha,  promised  to  keep  all  who  put  their  tn."t  i^l™  ""^ 
M.ve  on  the  Wd  Jesu,  Chr.t  is^^pi,  u.  u^'h^^  ^ 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

JFORDS  OF  COUNSEL. 

"  A  brutaed  r^  shall  Ha  not  break.»-,s.^H  xUi.  8 ;  MAn.  xil.  20. 

Sr  is  dangerous  for  those  who  are  seeking  salvation 

to  lean  upon  the  experience  of  other    people. 

Many  are  waiting  for  a  repetition  of  the  exper- 

a  friend  wh.'""'^  ''  «'*°^^*ther  or  grandmother     I  had 

tolTouIt  tJ^^  r'"'''  "  '  '''''' '  ^"^^^  ^«  ^»^-ks  the  who'e 
town  ought  to  go  down  into  that  meadow  and  be  converted 

any    nqurirer  were  togo  there  he  would  find  the  Lord      The 
best  thmg  for  the  anxious  is  to  go  right  to  the  Word  of  God 
If  there  are  any  persons  in  the  world  to  whom  the  Word  ou2 

hift^rRol^v7^!Tor"w?^^^  ^^  ^'^^"^^^•"  ^^^ 

st^ngth,  in  due  time  Cl^ist  d^^I  Ig^i;  r^^-' 

u^X:'z:;!:/l^zt'%  r^«-«'"i-the 

eiveliahf  K.,f  «*  .  ^*     "®  ^^^^>  not  only  to 

give  light,  but     to  open  the  blind  eyes"  (Isa.  xlii.  7). 

at tTe^A"'''^  '"^\'J.  '^  ""''  *^^"^  '  ^'-  «-»  b   «aved  all 
at  once.      A  person  holding  that  view  was  in  f  h«  v 

room  one  night;  and  I  drew'  Ms  .tZZTnl!Z7s 

The  wages  of  sm  is  death  ;  but  the  dft  of  C.nA  .„  Jl!  i 

life,  shroagu  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  "     w««,  i      ~7  ""  --^^^^l 

to  accept  a  sift  1    q^hJj!       '  T^"^"*'      ""^^  ^^ng  does  it  take 

cepc    gut »    ihere  must  be  a  moment  when  you  have  it 
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months  to  get  eternal  lifr      t/1      u  ^'  ""'  '»''='  »« 

like  the  mustard  S'ver?  Zll  aTTh  '°  """^  '"»'  "^ 
Some  people  .„  „„„„;  J^^  ^      '  the  con.men„,„,,, 

'"«  '"ght,  it  ig  imnoMihl.  t„  .  ii  ™  ""f  '"•'  "■'«  the  morn- 
with  oth  „,  it  Xethe  Lh  ?  ""  '''""'  "^g'"  ■•  "'"'• 
•-""te  upon'them  ludde:!?     "'  "'  '  ""'"''•  "«'  '"«  '™"' 

vert^Tb«rw.S;rrn?  r™:  *"  P™™  "■•»  ^  "-  "o- 
We  b4n  ""'"'""'"  "  ^"  -^  to  t-o^  that  I  really 

i.  ."p"o«ibre  IZ  Tn^  '"'"'  ^°  ^'^''y  '"'»^  that  it 
have  been  a  moment  whent  T  """  "''«'"' '  k"' 'here  must 

talent  that^asnorrnsutneons""™?"?  "  ""•  ^«"  ^- 
«w  Levi,  the  son  of  Aiph^^It  "ng  atle  rorrr?^,  "^ 
and  said  unto  him,   <  Follow  Me  '  •  fn^T  T  ^        *'"''*'°'' 

r  "■-  " '» »•■"".  JrcTi':";-- 

came  to  the  place  he  looked  un  Z-i    '"*\.^hen  Jesus 
;;Zacoheus,  n.1  i„.e  aXmelr-  (rule"::"  t  t^' 

b^rdtrtot:;  't-  ^^'i^^-^^ln"^: 

io^fully.  and  sair"  BthoW  L^d  't"  e  me  ^  ""'^  """' 
to  the  poor  •  and  7  r  !,.„    1 1      '  *"  =■'  "^  6»<x*«  I  give 

^Uea^,.sa;f^':irhir»X^^^^^^^ 

.few  m  these  da^s  could  say  that  in  oroo    of  t\        ^'        ''^ 

7  viirtK  m  prool  of  their  conversion. 
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The  whole  house  of  Cornelius  was  converted  suddenly  •  for 
as  Peter  preached  Christ  to  him  and  his  company  the  Holy 
C.h08t  fell  upon  them,  and  they  were  baptized.     (Acts  x  ) 

On  the  day  of  Pentecost  three  thousand  gladly  received  the 
word.  They  were  not  only  converted,  but  they  were  baptized 
the  same  day.    (ActsiL)  . 

thet"t7^?  ™iP  talM  to  the  eumich,  as  they  went  on 

whatdoThhiV"""'.  «f  ,^™iP»  "See,  here's  water; 
what  doth  hinder  me  to  be  baptized  ? "     Nothing  hindered 

^t!^\^X'T^^  '^"r^  with  all  thine'heartirou 
ZTll'  ^  1  '^  ^^*^  '''°'  ^^'^^  ^^^«  ^fa«  water ;  and  the 
man  of  great  authority  under  Candace.  the  queen  of  the  Ethi! 

vmTe  Z  *^7-^'  -^/-^on  his  way\ejoicing.  (Acts 
vui.  26-38.)  You  will  find  all  through  Scripture  that  conver- 
sions were  sudden  and  instantaneous. 

A  man  has  been  in  the  habit  of  stealing  money  from  his 
employer.     Suppose  he  has  taken  $1,000  in  twelvemonths 
should  we  tell  him  to  take  $500  the  next  year,  and  lerthe' 

would  be  only  $50  1    That  would  be  upon  the  same  prindple 
as  gradual  conversion.  pnncipie 

If  such  a  person  were  brought  before  the  court  and  pardoned 
because  he  could  not  change  his  mode  of  life  aUaT  n  ^t 
would  be  considered  a  very  strange  proceeding. 

(EplVv  28?'ltr'  'V  K^"  ^^  ^^^^^'^^  -  -re" 
WtLiv.  28.)    It  IS  "  nght  about  face  I  »      Suppose  a  nerson 

IS  in  the  habit  of  cursing  one  hundred  times  !X:ZZ 

Suppose  another  man  is  in  the  habit  of  «ttin.  j„,„i.  .., 
beating  hi,  wife  twi«e  ,  month;   if  he  oLlyHd  «,"" 
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POBO  Anama,  had  Wen  sent  topL^wh.™" '""''"'•  ^"l- 
to  Damasou.  breathinc  out  til  f  ""^  "^  ""  •>«  way 

tie  ducipk.,  and  ^LTl^^^lT"^  ""'  "'*"«'""  «'»'-" 
kUl  .6  .nany  .a  he  int^ded.  7*017"'  *"  ""  '''"  ■""  '» 
heart  gradually,  but  not  all'  .?  """"^  '"'"  »»'  «f  k" 

Wd  that  it  would  ntl  t    stopT:  .v""""""  ''^  '"«'  *-" 
"d  daughter,  and  to  cllt?        'f")'"*  ■""'  threatemug, 

I  Wuae  the  V^^o^ZT^T rt:\^'''T  *"  "'  ■"'°"' 

sudden  it  would  not  hold  out    tht!  „    ,j  .       "^"^  "*»  «> 

rea«,ning  aa  ia  used  by  thoae  'Jk„V    '    k',""  '""'  •"»-»  "f 

.     neous  conversion.         '  ^^  """ '"'"»''« '"  ""^ta- 

«ot  io?d"o"uf  "'■'^riaTnu™!. ''''^  *?  "^""^  """  '^ey  will 
1*» 'o  see  a  n,an  dUt^st  hi~  t  "'^  '"'"''"'  ^''^  ' 
such  to  look  to  God  and  t„  ?  u  "  *  8°°''  "'"'8  <»  g^' 
holds  God,  but  that  it  b  o'/in  u  ""''  "  ^  "»' ''«  ^h" 
gethold  Of  Chriat;  but  th^ttr  '  """     ^'"""  '«'"'  t" 

«f  you  in  answer  ^  p"ll     ?"  'T  ''''™'  *»  *»'«'  '""'' 
wUl  lift  up  ,^i„,  eves  Z?.i.  ^  ,, ""'''  ''"'  ^^^'^  ««• ;  "  I 

Wp.  %  heircl  th  tm  \h'  i  'r  T'™""  """""'  "^ 
»nd  earth.  He  will  not  euZ  t  ,  7  '  v"'""''  "'^''^  ''«»''«« 
ieepeth  thee  wiU  not  slumb!"  tj't »  ^  '^""^  =  ""  "■"' 
stall  neither  slumber  no"  IpTh  ^'  "T'."'"-"'"''  I^^' 
'h^lord  is  thy  shade  upon. I  ri.hfhand  "  ""^ '-f^'^ 
not  smite  thee  by  dav   Lr  ,h     ^      .  ^'  ^o  sM 

shall  preserve  th«  tZ  aU  evt  Tab  i^  "''"•     ^'"'  ^"'^ 
The  Lord  shall  preserve  tT/  •  '"  '"'™"'«  "-y  soul, 

"ustime  forth,  ITZZ^Z^lH^'^'y  -'^''^^-.  f- 

»d  one  w.th  wh^ch  ^Z:u^t^:^Zt  '"'  ^^'^^^ 
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ahli.H  Fii-.ok  *  J    ,  "»r»oa  ,  jjauiel  m  Babvlon  :  and  en- 

passions  with  ourselves.     It  was    God  wh  ™^7^°  «^  ^'^^ 
creat      WJ,af  «,  .  ^   ^""   °^*de   them  so 

no  .trengtl,  if  he  lean,  „„  G„d  he  become    ^IZTtZ 

Again  in  Hebrews  vi   17  is.  «nn.      •    ^   , 
abundantly  to  sho.  un>o  tl  „  heirToT'"      ''  ";'""«  "'""' 

.u..b.etM„g,  i.„hiehit  was  X^ri^XdVr  ^ 
might  have  a  strong  consolation,  who  have  fled  fnr  !!/     T 

;—  .to  2  ::;i'::t  -  :4:r^^; -r  t 
wm'e^d'<^'thf  r^''  --^-»  ^  i-"^"C 

herd!    Lnlt  ^'P  ^""'e  *»  ""^g  l-^'i  the  ehep. 

occMion.  that  "  h«  ,™„  J!,  ^  ^  .f    J"^"^  »"»•  O"  ">"« 
»»u.  t»  get  «ue  f«,"ti„j;'°" '  """■  '^''  """''  "'"^  '*i<'-"    We 
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•      During  the  1,(9  »„     ,  .. 

Finding  that  he  WM.  Chl ',        u       *"""'  "'«'  ««"iyng. 
I"  belonged.  anTwa,  Wd'^i  *■!,  "'"'»  "^  »!•«' pe«uLn 
Methodi.tr' he «k J. ^      1  ^^  ■  P««"""ion."     "Is  he  . 
"No,"     "I.  he  .  P    ',,       "■*  *'«"'<>di>t«    aU  claim  Paul 
Pecii.  claii'  S:  *p.^rC7  ';;/•--«  P..h,te„an.  ij 

•e'ong  to  the  Episcopal  Churchf"  t  Tr^  "■^'""''^'' 
'rethren  contend  that  ihev  h  "  .      ,         *"  ""  ^Pi^oP^li*- 

•No,"    he  ia  „„t  «  E^.o^LLf'T.^af;?'"'.^''"""- 
sUMion  does  he  belong  «"../  "''   *»  "''«'  Por- 

to  keep  that  which  I  1,1,.  "°  Persuaded  that  He  is  able 

'e-t  in  a  dyi„gt!u7  '^"'"'"""^'  ""l  »  Ho^e  the  dy.ng  soldier 

»ble  to  keep  yo^tt^tm^       V    "^'"'  •"""  «"»  """  i» 
f««  the  pre  Jnce  „7Hi!   /  ®'  '"u  **  P"'"»'  y"  '«»'"ess  be- 

Then  Sbk  at  fti 'f L° V  ..r "''"^ J"^"' 
»itl>  thee:  be  not  d.L      .     .   ^^"  """•  """J  *>'  I  •» 

strengthen  the!;  ;  a  iTrf',  '"  '  ""^  '"^  «»"  ^   '  "'» 

With  the  right  hand  of  JI."       °'  ^''  ^  "^  "P""'"  "-ee 
Tl.«_  '  "y  nghteousness." 

iOen  see  verse  13-     <ip,,.  i  -u    t     , 

%  right  hand,savi„;uutoThi    ^       **  ""^  ^"^  ""'  boM 
Not  if  God  h  J^  "j.7.  '^,««'  ^-^^  "ot ;  i  wdl  help  thee." 

He  hold  me  and  kefo  ™e«    t  ^  "»'"  '"""*  '"  ««•  <»nnot 
The  great  G^  wh„C^    ^    ""  ''°'  '^'^  ""'  P"""^  t"  keep  » 

f^Hike^ouaid^iiret  ;rtrr^tT*'r'' '''■"" 
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man  who  refused  a  pardon,  for  fear  that  he  shoi^et  ilto 

heavenlv  V.,h         j  <">•>">"'  bmaell  to   the  keepng  of  his 
neaveiily  I<ather  and  to  trust  Him  dav  hv  .u„     i.  • 

forting  thing  to  kno.  that  the  Urd  Uuof  b  J    V  """"," 
«ork  without  .1.0  finishing  it.  "'  *"«'"  *•■'  K'""^ 

a.«!::iL?a:ran'':ht  1:^:7^^,"""  r- 

unlearned  questions  avni^  .    i,       7    "^ '        '^'"  '""lish  and 
young  JverjTake'UJi^i  m^JirTheHT;.  "^"^ 

fidelgothod  *f  1    flTT  n"  °"'"''"'  '""  »  ^™'»''  i- 
discouraged  1     But  Ih  .   "^  "«"'"™'*  »'  -"■«"•  »■«» 

many  thh,'.r.H!"w„'*''!,«°'  ?"".'  «'?'  ."-•     There  a« 
und«,tand.        ~"    ■'""  "'  ""°  '""  ^  *""  no'.PWfes.  to 


i 


'^1 

1 1 


il  I 


I . 


^  A»d  when  I  ^  toid..lT  m'     "  ""'^'  ^  '««-'™  'tea,.- 

fi-  ye.™  ago,  „„  wil^Tha:el:t" '"^'  »"  ■»^«'«-- 
I  Mpect  to  be  flndins  out  .^r.?     ^"^  »  ^<«"1  "fight ;  and 
<«■'  eternity.    I  n.2.  '  ^tf  S'^^"'''  ■""«"  God'hCh 
•g«ofSoriptu«.    An  ol~rL  77'\^  <'«P"ted  pl 
"they  want  to  eat  fish    „    °  ""  **"*  »l>at  some  peoolo 

'^-auohthingsiiu'iVrs:  ''f/'"'""^  "">  ""--I 

to  explain  what  I  do  Z^    *       "  *''«'^    ^  »■»  "ot  boun.l 

•«'o«g  unto  the  Wd  ot  Z''tTn    " ''"'  --'  ''''" 

"vealed  belong  nntoujnd  to  o'l.tu™"  *'"'''8»  "hioh  are 

««•  29)  ;  and  these  I  tZ  ^.d  ''f  "■  '''"  »^»  "  (D«"t. 

»»  get  spiritnal  8t«ngth       '  "^"^  »■"*  ''<'«'  "P""  «  order 

«tav.ng,  about  the  law  •  for?h„  ^'*''  *"'^  e»«<»i>tions,  and 
Bat  now  here  comes  an  hi  !"*  ""Profitable  and  ^ain  " 
ded  as  tenderly  as:il^;^;7f«-.  7''"  "'^  '  -"" 
V^P.%  with  those  peopk  X   ^^  ""^  ^^d.    I  have  no 
o«t  h.m  off  and  will  have  nothwL  ^T'"  *  """■ "  ««epticaL 

I'^a^maninqniry-mirnl    «^'*° '''''' '''°'- 
over  to  a  Christian  lady?"tm  iTd  !""'  •«"'  ■""»  '  handed 
who  was  sceptical.     On  ooWr      ^  '""""'  «<"»«  ««>e,  one 
"quirer  marching  .«t  of  hXr"!  .7°  "^^  '  "*«<^    he 
et  her  go  J"    .«  Oh  .he  is  al^i,!"'''^;  "  ^h^  have  you 
*he  door  and  got  her  to  el   ^  .„7!f '"«  "P'r-    I  Jto 
Ch«st«n  worker  who  spent  ove^al  T^!"^  ^'"  '»  """'her 
P'-rerwithher.    He  ^.X^^^r  h^l'!:?''"" --'' 
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the  course  of  a  wfifilr   ♦»,«  •  i  i,-  ^       ~ 

deal  mth  ,„oh  an  one  ,,  the  M^ Lf  wo,  u  k"™''  ""  "^«'"  '» 

Here  area  few  pawac^es  for rf^  ^r  ''*'"  "*• 

^  ."If  any  man  J  do  ffif;^,  "'''''«  7"'''"  ^ 
,  rme,  whether  it  be  of  God    „  l.V'"'"  '"""'  "'  'he  doc 

(John  va  17,.  Zf  a  man  i  tewHW  ^  ^  '^.t*  ''  ""^-'f " 
he  w,II  not  t„„„  ^^^  w'hng  to  do  the  will  of  God 

who  are  ignorant  of  the  fact  kat  ijV""  "i^  "'  '"'P^ 
««>;  and  if  a  man  i,  wairnVTi  f  '  '""^  '»  8'™  "P 
light  and  thank  Hi™  forZt  Ld"    '"""  ""  "■">  *^-  'he 

We  light  on  the  who"  B.t  ^nt^^'K""""'  <'^P-'"' 
hgh  day  by  day;  „ak,       ';^^'  «"<"««.  he  will  get  „,„„ 

nght  out  of  darkness  into  the  JCr  LI  ^^.'"P-  "■"*  ''«  ^ 
In  Daniel  xii.  lo  we  .»  t  u        ®     "f  heaven. 

and  made  white,  and  tried  bntL  "^"T  ""*"  •"  P»"fied. 
«nd  none  of  the  wieked  Sail  "  „^  '^"^  '''*"  ^o  wiekedly  • 
understand."  '^^ '^  understand;  bnt  the  wise  shjl 

Now  God  will  never  reveal  Bi. 

And  in  John  xy.  15  ^^  read  •  '<  7       ?        ^• 

"ervantejfo,  the  servant  k^Iweih  nrt'^u-'  "^^  ^"^  »<" 
out  I  l»ve  called  yon  friends    f^  aT.h  J"  ^""^  <■»»"" ' 

of  my  Father  I  have  madeT„'„  "^  "■«'  ^have  heard 

-me  friend,  of  ChrittTot  wS^k":  oTV""  ^''^  y"""- 
»>d.  "Sham  hide  from  A^am  Th  ir"'**  ^he  Lord 
(Gen.  xviii.  17.,  Abraham  the  things  which  I  do  1" 

Now  those  who  resemble  a^  ...  ,. 
--    -mani,not-wii,:;r.:\rfrsi:Vetli 
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Butifamaaiswillmgtoturn  from  Bin  he  mU  be  surprised 
to  see  how  the  hght  will  come  in  ! 

I  remember  one  night  when  the  Bible  was  the  driest 
and  darkest  book  in  the  universe  to  me.     The  next  day  it 
became  entirely  different.     I  thought  I  had  the  key  to  it!     I 
had  been  born  of  the  Spu-it     But  before  I  knew  anything  of 
the  mind  of  God  I  had  to  give  up  my  sin.     I  believe  God 
meets  every  soul  on  the  spot  of  self-sun-ender ;  and  when  they 
are  willing  to  let  Him  guide  and  lead.     The  trouble   with 
many  sceptics  is  their  self-conceit.    They  know  more  than  the 
Almighty !  and  they  40  not  come  in  a  teachable  spirit.    But 
the  moment  a  man  comes  in  a  receptive  spirit  he  is  blessed; 
for     If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  that  giveth 
to  all  men  liberally,  and   upbraideth  not;  and  it  shall  be 
given  him  "  (James  i.  6), 
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CHAPTER  V. 
^  DIFmB  SAVIOUR. 

" '"'°"  "'  *»'«  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  Qcd.*      -^^ 
(MiiTHiw  xvJ.  1.    John  vl.  69.) 

p  meet  with  a  certain  class  of  I„q„i„„  who  do  not 

^        "u"""  '''""'y  »*■  <'''"»'•     There  a™  mZ 
P^sagee  that  will  give  light  on  thU  .abject. 

m  1  Corinthians  xv.  47.  we  are,  tnU  ■  «  ti,«  c    .. 

Jesus  ChrUt.    ^UisThe  tm.  r  ^  '!  '"*'  '™'' '"  ^^  ^on 

And  then,  in  Mark  xiv  fin  .  «ti,^  i.*  i.      •    , 
the  midst,  aid  asked  Je^«  .   '•        .    ^^  P"™'  ""^  «P  '■» 
Wh«  J.  i,  T- 1^  I         ^  "^"K'  ^Mferest  Thou  nothing  f 
What  IS  It  which  these  witness  against  Thee  J    But  H.Ti 
His  peace,  and  answered  nothing     Asain  th.Vl  ^         f  ^^ 
Him,  and  sdd  unto  Him    AnTLfTl^-  ?^?  P™"  "^''' 
.  Blessed »    And  Jesuss"  d   I.™         /      "?'  ""^  ^'»'  »'  ">« 
of  Man  sittingon  the  S/fc     .^    T^  ^'  "''*"  *«  ">«  Son 
clouds  of  hZr   TLnthe^"'!'''?"'"'  "•*  «°™"8  i"  "■« 
s«th,  WhatT^  w?2  WW  ,T'  ""'  •■"  "'""■«»■  «■"» 
the  hlasphem. :  whluhTi;^"^^!,!  JI'L-."-'^ 
w  be  guilty  of  death."  '  "'  '"'  -"««=«iiiea  i±m, 
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Jfo»  what  brought  me  to  believe  in  the  Divinity  of  Christ 
with  Him,  If  He  were  not  d-'vine.    When  I  was  a  bov  I  thouZ 
en  triT""  T  i'"*  ^^o'^'-  '"-^^  "  ^^'^- 

oMZd  ^L,v.   r.  '^  ^''™'  '•*<'  »  high"  d«im.     He 

We^    H^I-^  ^■t'l'"''  '°  "^  '''""'''  '0  h-ve  »o«e  from 
heaven.     He  said :  "  Before  Abraham  was,  I  am  "  (John  viii 

conclusion-and  I  challenge  any  candid  man  to  deny  the  in 
ference,  „r  meet  the  «-gument_that  Jesue  Christ  TseUhe/a„" 

We  are  all  gnilty  of  breaking  the  first  commandment  S 

whrHiiirir-" "-  --  *  ~  ^-^-^- 
w.nr:^7itLt:ifrLf^f"''-«^'h,tHe 

^r  ^hat  vei.  _„  He  ongh;  :lt  rbe'L'Cel':  rod '^^^ 
for  He  laid  claim  to  an  honour  and  dignity  to  which  fhl 
peop^dec^  He  had  no  right  or  tit.!    Z^:::!^-Z 

He  was,  or  where  He  c«ne  from.     Now  if  Jesus  Christ  w« 
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not  what  he  claimed  to  be,  the  Saviour  of  the   world    .n^"^ 
He  did  not  come  from  heaven    H^  '  *"^  ^ 

P„f  I,  heaven,  He  was  a  gross  deceiver 

motive  at  the  baot  oTh  s  h™     """^ '?"  ™P"'*°'  ■""  •«"  » 
object ,    The  rtti  V'  1^'^°^  w,f f  j";'  "-  Christ. 

your  soul  deceive  , on  Do  not  let  tlie  eaemy  of 

4Xcii':^;r„::^r^'.r*''«p''.e 

He  will.    ForthBP.,1,!    •  J    ?,.  °"^'"*«°«""<''>om 

ted  all  judgment  Ltol'lof  1":  T '  ""'  *"""  ^o""""- 
the  J,  efen  as  thThot'  e  Pat  ef  He"  ttt  '""T 
-the  So.  Ho„ou„ta  not  the  .le/^hr  lllZr 

notdivinen  Mo':    I'^l'^'^  "'^^^^^ 
mortal  had  said   "  You  m„.f  i  *'   "'  ""^  °"'"' 

and  had  put  h'ile.fra""  e t wT  Z^'  r'Z7  ""t ' " 
downright  bla=ph.,„y.  '    '  """'''  """^  "«»" 


was 


The  Jews  put  Christ  to   death    becau 
-  not  what  He  claimed  to  be.     It 
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waspu   under  oath.     The  high  priest   said:   "I  adjure  Thee 
by  the  hving  God.   that  Thou    tell   us   whether  Thou  be  th. 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God"   (Matt.   xxvi.     ;  1).     A..!     .hen  the 
Jews  came  round  Him  and  said,  "  How  long  dost  Thou  r^ake 
us  to  doubt?    If  Thou  be  the   Christ  tell  J  plainly.'     J^„ 
said,  "land  My  Father  are  one/'     Then  Z  Jels  to:!;^ 
stones  agam   to  stone    Uha.     (John   x.    24-33.)     They  .aid 
they  did  not  want  to  henr^ncx.,   ,tor  thnt  was  blasphemy.     It 
was  for  declanng  Himself  to  ho  Uio  Son  of  God  that  He  was 
condemned  and  put  to  dm.th.     u\Iatt.   xxvi.  63-66) 

Now  If  Jesus  Chri«i   w8a.   mere   man  the  Jews  did  right 
according  to  their  law,  i^a  putting  him  to  death.     In  Levitfeus 

Ti  ;  r  TV  "^"^  '^'  '^''  blasphemeth  the  name  of 
th^  Lord,  he  shal  Burely  be  put  to  death,  and  all  the  congre- 
gatio:- shall  certainly  stone  him:  as  weU  the  stranger,  as  he 
that  IS  corn  in  the  land,  when  he  blasphemeUi  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  shall  be  put  to  death." 

This  law  obliged  them  to  put  to  death  every  one  who  blas- 
phemed. It  was  making  the  statement  that  He  was  divine 
that  cost  Him  His  life;  and  by  the  Mosaic  law  He  ought  to 
hayesufiored  the  death  penalty.  In  John  xvi.  15,  Christ  says 
'AH  things  that  the  Father  hath  are  Mine  :  therefore  said  I 
that  He  shall  take  of  Mine,  and  shall  show  it  unto  you  "  How 
could  he  be  merely  a  good  man  and  use  language  as  that? 

No  doubt  has  ever  entered  my  mind  on  that  point  since  I 
was  converted. 

A  notorious  sinner  was  once  asked  how  he  could  prove  the 
divinity  of  Christ.  His  answer  was,  "  Why,  He  has  saved  me  • 
and  that  IS  a  pretty  good  proof,   is  it  not?"  ' 

An  infidel  on  one  occasion  saic  me,  •'  I  have  been  stu^^r- 
ing  the  life  of  John  the  Baptist,  A...  Moody.  Why  don't  ,  .', 
preach  him?  He  was  a  greater  character  than  Christ.  Yon 
would  do  ft  better   wurk."    1  said  to  him,    "  My  fhend.  .o.. 
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— ■ ■- 07 

superstitioue."  Ah  I  .T.hT  ""\ ' '««»»«e  ">e  people  are  so 
begged  hU  body  and  buried  rh^''^"' '  ""»  "^^  -»-*'- 
dead;  He  has^- ael'dTo^'A^"'  ^  ™' ^d ™"/"'" """ 
tive  ;  and  received  gift,  for  m'f  "  rp    i    ■  °^  "'^''"'y  "P" 

Oar  Christ  LIVES  IZ  "  ,  ^K''  '""■•  1«) 
Chriet  ha,  ri»n  frim^^e^:?'  tI"  ""*  ^"""^  »"'*»' 
Saviour,  like  Mary,  „ho  said  « Th  ^^  """"P  »  ^'"-l 
!*«•;  »ndIkno/'not  whe«  thev  f  ^f-  ^•^''■"'^''y  "-y 
X*  13.)  That  is  the  trolbk  ^thtl  T  'f"'  ^'^"  (J"""" 
of  our  Lord.  *  *»"  "''O  d»»bt  the  divinity 

Then  look  at  Matthew  xviii  20     •.■an.      . 
gathered  together  in  Mvn.  J  »/"""'"»<"  **•«  are 
Aen."    "  There  am  V^wTI'TJ^  ^ '"  '•"  "i*^'  of 
can  He  be  there  I    AH  tl,.„        T'  "  ^<"»  a  mere  man,  how 

Again  in  Matthew'illS"ir«t*?r'^"- 
unto  them,  sayine  "  ATI  n„_  '  •     .       ""  '*■"»  and  spake 

m  earth."    oIuW  HfteTme"'"""' ""'' ""'  »  '«»'»»  «"d 
"  AU  power  is  given  nnto  Me  i^  .  •»«  and  talk  in  that  way  J 

Then  ^„  1„  MaUhef  :^>;r  "t"  ?" "'  " 
Observe  all  things  whatsoever  Th.         ■        teaching  them  to 

I  am  with  m^a,wa;^r'n^rrnnf''t1."°"^  »'''»' 
He  were  mere  man,  how  could  H.  5!.  ^u        **"*  ""'<'•"    « 
"  I  am  with  you  alwav  eT™  .  .     .  """■ "" '    Y«'  He  says. 
Then  again  Im^kTrl'tV''^''''^''  -orld!"  '^ 
"peak  blasphemies  j  who  «.„  L  •       .  ^  ''''"'  "^  "an  thus 
immediate^  when  jZ^^^ZV^  "T^'  "^^ ' "  And 
»oned  within  themselves   hT^      ^  ^J"^'  "»at  they  rea- 
*e«.  things  in  yot  h^al  rl^t  ""*"'  "hr  reas'on  ye 
•^  'be  si<*    of  t^e  palTrThl  11"^!',"  ''  --  'o  »7 
*ay.  Ar«<^  «d  UOre  „p  «.,  ^J^-^^;;)^  ,r«"'"«"  *^«^  «  ^ 


I 


fl 


68 


THE  WAY  TO  OOD. 


Some 


,  •  .u  ^^^''J  "^^^  y°"  """^  «*y'  "^'^  not  Elisha  also 
raise  the  dead  1 "  Notice  that  in  the  rare  instances  in  which 
men  have  raised  the  dead,  they  did  it  by  the  power  of  God. 
They  called  on  God  to  do  it.  But  when  Christ  was  on  earth 
He  did  not  caU  upon  the  Father  to  bring  the  dead  to  life, 
When  He  went  to  the  house  of  Jairus  Ho  said.  "Damsel,  1 
say  unto  thee,  Arise."    (Mark  v.  41.) 

He  had  power  to  impart  life.    When  they  were  carrying 
the  young  man  out  ofNain  He  had  compassion  on  theVid 
owed  mother  and  came  and  touched  the  bier  and  said,  «  Young 
man,  /say  unto  thee,  "Arise."    (Luke  vii.  14.) 
He  spake  J   and  the  dead  arose. 

And  when  He  raised  l!^arus  He  called  with  a  loud  voice, 
Lazarus,  come  forth  I"    (John  xi.  4L)    And  Lazarus  heard 
and  came  forth.  ' 

Some  one  has  said  It  was  a  good  thing  that  Lazarus  was 
mentioned  by  name,  or  all  the  dead  within  the  sound  of 
Christ  s  voice  would  immediately  have  risen 

you,  The  hour  is  coming,  and  now  is,  when  the  dead  shall  hear 
the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  they  that  hear  shall  live."- 
>yhat  blasphemy  would  this  have  been,  had    He  not  been 

twJrdo?GT'"  ^"'"'^^"^"^'  '^y^^-^^^^^  --e 

And  then  another  thing-no  good  man  except  Jesus  Christ 
has  ever  allowed  anybody  to  worship  him.  When  this  was 
done  He  never  rebuked  the  worshiper.  In  John  ix.  38  we 
read  that  when  the  blind  man  was  found  by  Christ  he  said. 

Lord,  I  believe.  And  he  worshipped  Him."  The  Lord  did 
not  rebuke  him. 

Then  again.  Revelation  xxii.  6,  runs  thus  :«  And  He  said 
unto  me  These  things  are  faithful  and  true  ;  and  the  Lord 
Uodof  the  holy  prophetflsent  His  angel  to  show  unto  Hi« 
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servants  the  things  which  must  shortly  be  done.     R«hnl  i   t 

IhTi.  '""'  ^'  """^  ""^'  S«»  tho"  do  it  not ;  for  I  am 

hy  felW  servant  and  of  thy  brethren  the   prophets  and  S 
them  wh,ch  kept  the  saying  of  this  book :  ^Jfe>  S» 

wolThim'"  T  "™  """'T^'  """'^  »»'  «"-  John  to 
worship  him.     Even  an  angel  from  heaven  I    And  if  Gabriel 

.nyrhX'r  "  ""^  '"'^''  "'  »'  '''-^'  "  *-.  " 

fesl  Z°Z,'  K^""  ' "    '^°"' '"""'  ^'■™*  "'"  "ot  God  mani. 
T„  M  »K        "?  "'  ""  «""'y  "'  '•'"'"'■•y  i»  worshipping  Him 
InMatthew  riv.  33,weread:     "  Then  they  that  were  in   he 

oL^^d"'  T:*^«^f -.^y'-S.  Of  a  t^th  ThoTar:  ! 
oon  01  irod.       He  did  not  rebuke  them 

And  in  Matthew  viii.  2,  we  also  read:    "And  behold 

..Strh:;;  L'; ,  .."'*"■"  "^-^ '""  -o  -*>-^  Him, 

There  are  many  other  passages ;  but  I  give  these  as  s,,fR 
eientin^^yopmion  to  prove  beyond  any  loubt  C  Biv^ 

In  the  14th  chapter  of  Acts  we  are   tolrl  fi,.   i,    *i. 

p::unrB:rr"'-^'^\^  -><>  have'r;i:::r:^'  ■ 

i-au Un„  Barnabas  because  they  had  cured  an  impotent  iman  • 
but  the  evangelists  rent  their  clothes  and  told  thL  Lyrtrl' 
that  they  we™  but  men,  and  not  to  be  worshipped  CiH 
were  a  great  sin.     Av  i  ;f  t.^-  r-i    •  •  •  *"PFea  ,  as  it  it 

mere  man,  we  aro 


all  guilty  of  a  great  si.,  in  worshipping  Him. 


ro 
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Bot  if  He  i^  M  we  belieye,  the  only-begotten  and  well 
Moved  Son  of  God,  let  u,  yield  to  Hi,  LI  „n  "n      .  fet  "l 

ziz  f:  T"^'  "'"■  -^  ^  ^«*  -  -e  i^un' Jit: 
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CHAPTER  VL 
REPENTANCE  AND  RESTITUTION, 

God  commandeth  »U  men  everywhere  to  repent. "-Aora  xrli.  80. 

Repentance  is  one  of  the  fundamental  dootnnes 
of  the  Bible.  Yet  I  believe  it  is  one  of  those  truths 
that  many  people  little  understand  at  the  present 
day.  There  are  more  people  to-day  in  the  mist  and 
darkn.  ^ .  about  Repentance,  Regeneration,  the  Atonement,  and 
such-lii.  fundamental  truths,  than  perhaps  on  any  other  doc- 
trines. Yr  from  our  earliest  years  we  have  heard  about  them. 
If  I  were  .u  ask  for  a  definition  of  Repentance,  a  great  many 
would  give  a  v€      strange  and  false  idea*  of  it 

A  man  is  not  pi  .pared  to  believe  or  to  receive  the  Gospel 
unless  he  is  ready  to  repent  of  his  sins  and  turn  from  them' 
Until  John  the  Baptist  met  Christ,  he  had  but  one  text,  "Re- 
pent  ye  ;  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand  "  (Matt  iii  % 
But  if  he  had  continued  to  say  this,  and  had  stopped  there  with- 
out pointing  the  people  to  Christ  the  Lamb  of  God,  he  woul,l 
not  have  accomplished  much. 
When  Christ  came,  He  took  up  the  same  wilderness  cry, 
Repent ;  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand  "  (Matt,  iv  17)' 
And  when  our  Lord  sent  out  His  disciples,  it  was  with  the  same 
message,  "  that  men  should  repent "  (Mark  vi.  12>.     After  He 
had  been  glorified,  and  when  the  IToly  Ghost  came  down,  we 
find  I  ter  on  the  day  of  Pentenst    aising  tlie  same  cry,  "  Re- 
pent  I     It  was  this  preaching—  t^epent,  and  believe  the  Gospel 
— tJiat  wrought  such  marvellous  results  then  (Acts  ii.  38-47). 
«n-  i^e  uiii^  taat,  Wiiva  Faui  weut  U)  Athens,  he  uttered  th^ 


it 
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founded  the  two     Ti  TZr  l"^    .  M.ny  people  h.vecon- 

the  danger  tZtZ'ZlX\Z\':^''' T  '  '"'  ^"^ 
Ood  for  merrv     vJ    ''™™ '{«""'  qu'ot,  and  began  to  cry  to 

w  was  not  repentance  at  al .     The  moment  Pn^'o  i,.  a 

wnen  Gods  hand  was  heavy  upon  them  it  looked  as  if  fhlt 

and  behold,  the  impression  has  all  gone 

Then  again,   Repentance  is  not   feeling     T   «„j 
many  people  are  waiting  for  a  certain  wJ'.ff   r      *  ^''" 
They  would  like  to  tnrf  Tood    tat  Sk  L     ^"^  *"  """'■ 
untU  this  feeling  comes.    When  i  Z  TL^l'  °"T  ';  " 

aWe  eno?.r  fT     w  V  """'  *"«  """^  <"<>  »»'  f««l  ■»*  .r- 
rten  daj  ,  of  their  imprisonment  many  of  them  cried  haU^ 
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repent  of  one  sin     N.T.t  •?"""  '""'  y^"'-  ""d  ?«'  »<" 

reL^e-eC;  .t^T*:  ;i  iix/j^  ".r^?:: 

was  not  repentance     I  h«l.«trn  \c  u     u  j     "^s^it ,  but  that 

Se:  i!::a^4t^  '-^^^^^^^^^^^ 
» tr.  ^  ir  u;ra;r:L^-ir  c 

.trSt::i"  l""'    '™*^  »/  «■»•      That  may  ,oand 
«  "ingle  meal     Thl  ■""/'<"?/*  "'«•";  'hey  could  not  enjoy 

yettfirw::tno?r:;:d""  i:^^  r  '"^^  --^ 

not  oo^fonna  conviotion^ii  :^^^peranr^  '''^"     °° 

their  soaI-s,al™tio„,ty  "l  will  nrfv      T  ff "'  ■"""' 
ftn^  ti,^,,  *u-  1  ..         ^'        ^"*  P™y»  *nd  read  the  Biblfl  • " 
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Another  thing :  it  i,  not  breaking  off«nm  »«  Un.  A  great 
many  poop  e  make  that  mistake.  A  man  who  has  befTa 
drunkard  ..gnsthe  pledge,  and  stop,  drinking.      Breaking  off 

do™  T  <•  '  '""•  "'"'''  ""'  "■">'«  '"'«  haa  to  come 
aown.    A  profane  man  stops  swearing;  very  eood  •  but  if  h« 

the  work  of  God  m  the  soul  When  God  works  He  hews 
down  the  whole  tree.  He  want,  to  have  a  man  turn  from 
eve-Tsm     Supposing  I  am  in  a  vessel  out  at  sea,  and  I  find 

one  hole;   yet   down  goes   the  vewel.     Or  8uppo,e  I  am 

zZd  ;:.""?. " '""  p'""'^-  ■»•»  I «»» « "-rf.  2, 

wound :  If  the  other  two  or  three  wound,  are  neglected,  my 

mg  off  this  or  that  particular  sii:. 

Well  then,  you  will  ask,  what' is  Repentance  ?  I  will  give 
youagood  definiuon:  itis  " right  about  face  ! "  la  the  iSsh 
anguage  the  word  "Repentance"   means   even   more   than 

mg  in  one  direction  has  not  only  faced  about,  but  is  actually 
walking  m  an  exactly  contrary  direction.     "  Turn  ye,  turn  ye 
for  why  will  ye  die  ?"  A  man  may  have  little  feeling  or  much 
feehng;  but  if  he  do  not  turn  away  from  sin,  God  wiHot 
have  mercy  on  him.     Repentance  has  also  been  described  as 
a  charge  omfnd."    For  instance,  there  is  the  parable  told 
by  Chnst :  "A  certain  man  had  two  sons ;  and  he  came  to  the 
first,  and  said,  Son,  go  work  to-day  in  my  vineyard.      He 
answered  and  said,  I  will  not "  (Matt,  xx^  28-29).      After  he 
had  said  "I  will  not  "he   thought  over  it,  and  changed  his 
mmU.    Perhaps  he  may  have  said  to  himself,  "  I  did  not  speak 
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wrong  ;  JCett  f^Z  Z  fiet  TolLr  ''"  ''  ""^ 
Whatever  it  was.     That  U  ChriatWetittr?  "  nZc?  U 

ao  His  will,    that  IS  repentance-a  turning  right  about 

ww^roodTSne^jt  K  -^^  ^--o'^'^-o-^ 

a  man  ^i: ^Z,:t\^^:Z'Zt  The'  """  ""'  "^ 
that    went  dowu    ««„«    *•  ''^^  "*"  »  "^^s* 

coast.  Is  she  was  C-!  "^^  '"'  ""'  Newfoundland 
moment  wlenMroaDrn"^  u'^^  *'  ''"•"''  ">"«--  « 
the  engine  Lrur'C  Tf  2"™  ^'^Tf '^  '»  -™™ 
then,  fhe  ship  wo:H  We  1^27  B:ft  T  "™"''' 

"in-xt^wrwr-h"  fr  ^"— ^^' 

hTeXTLlrelr  ^»  ■""-"  ^oumaysa;,ou 
are  on  tht  wrong  ford^t  ^f  ^ LZr' I't^r 
longer  go  on  .n  the  way  of  rebellion  and  sin  as  iTaVe  JoTe  " 

..«o"b'e;X^'""  ^'^  ^'"«"'-''  --^««oTsal. 

w^^lltr^^e;:',  — ~^^^^^  ">  '--■^^^■o 

The  moment  a  man  m'ltp \°   Lt'   r/^'t'^'f 
power.    God  does  nof  a.i.  '  ^'^  ^^^^  ^^  the 

L^.-  ...        ,?  ''^^  *^'^  *"y  "lan  to  do  what  he  ha«  „nf.  fi,. 
^•""^'  -  -■     -e  would  not  «  command  all  men  everyw'hl^; 
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to  repent  "  (Acts  xvii  30)  if  they  were  not  able  to  do  so     Man 
has  no  one  to  blame  but  himself  if  ha  a  .  ^° 

believe  the  Gospel      One  of  th!       1-  '  ''^^  ''P'°*  "^^ 

Del  in  OMn  r  r  ,      ^^  ^^^^'''S  ministers  of  the  Gos- 

away  from  hme    hfa  I„T  f        ?°  "'""''"""'  '"'«■'  •>«  ''»» 

without  any  thoiii/I,f     Tb-i,      r  '  ^  ^^  *^°  *^'   ^  sai^^i 

asked  me  Jas  l7„L  ^wL  HT"  *'"'  """''  '«^'°  "'« 
«o  far  aa  going  to  melt  '  I^f  ''"  '"'•'•  ^  "!''''«''  '  ""-'• 
courteous '     *  ®  ""'  ^"^  "  «<"'°«°«d ,  that  i,  only 

befl" tblif  ,'1!:  1'  °'"'-"'"*'"«'  -  '  •"«'»««»  -Jo- 
house.  The  Ualr TaS  ^  7:/^'  "  *  "f  '"'■°'"- 
and  two  others.    He  wTZ.i;„t\ V^""°'^  ''"' ""y^'" 

When  the  thought  ooouZTm^  ^.It  Tl  rA""' 
anything  to  sav     T  oo,-^  *  ,«    "®  ^"^  ask  me  if  I  have 

Christian  slXeXnlT^  '  have  decided  to  be  a 
a  minute  after  these^rolht"  h  J  "T'v  '"  '*"  """  "'»° 
said,  speaking  to  to  fammal  f  P^fl 'hroagh  my  mind  he 
'Hr^fkl.  nu    1      ,    'amiliarly— for  he  knew  me  verv  well— 

p'tTooii'^^'^rsiriT'^'-^'T^'  '"^^ 

thirty  second?  fh.fT     u  u    .'"'°  J""  *°''*«'''  ""hin  the  last 
HkeLr^tiu'p:;'.^!^^"  »  «'-'^"-  «'«.  and  would 

»;^L:rrKr^t;,rtt '''  r^^  "-^^^o 

to  the  other  two     A^rTe  '     f  ^^''^^  ^"  *"^  «P«k« 

™e  and  ^d;  BXr.;x^T;r:s  r:ii: 


^»«"»»«Bfil«« 


'•WtMMMW*^,, 
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begin  a  ChP«tb„  li"  and  fhi  t        ^'"i  ^  '""'''  »•»  ^  -"' 

waaeoo  full  to  say  oTuoI^t  4„r rr'";.'"  ""^ '•"" 

them-some  n^yste^S ",  ^^^'^ 'j  «»-  stealing  over' 
man  some  years  ago,  and  he  always  had  „?'  "^^'"^  "" 
m.^  For  five  years  I  tried  to  wL  Umlo  Oh  'T""'.'' ^"' 
y«.rhesaid,  "It  has  not  ' st™rw  vft"  ™m  ""'  ''"'^ 
you  mean!    What  has  n«f T    ,         ^  '  Man,  what  do 

in  "  •">'  Struck  vou ) "    <■  w.Ti ..  i 

"lam  not  going  to  become  a  Christian  „„HI    ^  V-^  '""' 
and  it  has  not  struck  me  yet     I T  2  •     '"''  "' ' 

you  see  it."  '■  Bat  don't  vn„V  '  °'*  "  '"  ""e  way 

Iknow  lamali:^/"':,';:,:^---'"    "Yes! 
wants  to  have  mercy  on  you-thafc  »h     ^°">"'"'  '^at  God 

God  J    He  wants  you  to  repent  Ih  '^''^ '"  ^r^"^"'^'  «"> 
know  that ;  but  ii  has  „T  ?  ^    """"  '"  «'■»•"     "  ^<^.  I 

back  on  th^,  p1  1  Tir:trd?"-"  f^  ^"-"^^  f^" 

State  of  indecis.on.  Si^ty  long  ye  ^(17  '°  v""  ^'''™  '"  » 
and  all  he  had  to  aav  at  tb,  .  ^  .•  u  ^™ '"'"  '»  'epent; 
"had  not  struck  him  vet -^      ^^  "*  "'"'"  ^^  "•«  '"at  it 

■,„i'^{.?ft  ^''''g  f"'  ^ome  ,t«.n»  feeK„„ ..  ..  . 

■-■^n  ,.uow  aa-niwre  in  the  iJAle  is  am.,,  ,  n'*  '"'"  ""  """^ 
•s  oommanding  you  nm  to  repent.  ^ '""' '  «»<i 
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Do  you  think  God  can  forgive  a  man  when  he  does  not 
want  to  be  forgiven !    Would  he  be  happy  if  God  foLarUm 

of  God  without  -pentance,  heaven   would   be  hell  to  him 
Heavens  a  prepared  place  for  a  prepared  people.     If  y^ 
by  has  done  wrong  and  will  not  repent,  you  cannot  for^v 
h.m.    You  would  be  domg  him  an  injustice.     Suppose  he  goes 
to  your  desk,  and  steals  $10,  and  squanders  it!^"^  When  you 

cZ^         V  t™°'  "'"'  ""^  ^'"^  "•    B"'  «'  l««t  you  have 
certain  proof     Even  when  he  finds  he  cannot  deny  it  Z 

onger,  he  will  not  confess  the  sin,  but  says  he  will  do  it  again 
he  first  chance  he  gets.     Would  you  say  to  him,  "wTl 

say  that  God  IS  going  to  save  all  men,  whether  they  repent 
or  not-drunkards,  thieves,  harlots,  whoremongers,  i^  makes 
no  difference.     «  God  is  so  merciful,"  they  say.    D^r  friend 
do  not  be  deceived  by  the  god  of  this  worid.  Vwe  tllis 
true  repentance  and  a  turning  from  sin  unto  God,  He  wi^^ 

Clc'  '""^  ""'  ^'  "''-'  ''-^  »"'"  ">-  ^  -- 
David  made  a  woful  mistake  in  this  respect  with  his  rebel 
iou»  «on  Ab^lom.  He  could  not  have  done  his  son  a  greater 
in  usfce  han  to  forgive  him  when  his  heart  was  uuthanged 
There  could  be  no  true  reconciliation  between  them  when  Zrt 
was  no  repentance.  B„,  God  does  not  make  theslmbtlkr 
David  got  into  trouble  on  account  of  his  error  of  j7^^2 
His  son  soon  drove  his  father  from  the  throne  •''"'8"=»'- 

reS;""ir  'T"""""'   "'■  ^^«"'"'  °f  «'•  Jt-ouis,   well 
remarks .     Kepentaace,  strictly  speaking,  means  a  '  chan J 

of  mind  or  purpose  ;  ■  coase^uently  it  is^the  judgment  wMch 

the  sinner  pronounces  upon  himself,  in  viow  of  Z  ole  of 

God  displayed  in  the  death  of  Christ,  connected   Jlhtht 


'     1 


>,%>'■:■»•  -A^Lk'   ■•' 
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oTcr„f  ir  rc""'-'' -^ ''^''' '- '-h; 

»lwaya  go  together  -Z  youZVnotT""  ".'  """«  '"'^ 
t*""*  if  you  will  beiieva"  ""'"^  »'«'»'  «P»- 

"Some  people  are   not  sure   th»t   n,       i. 
.    enough.'    Ifyottmeanby  tZJf  "^  ''*™  '"'«»'«'' 

to  incline  God  to  be  meZtnlZ  '"f  """  "?<"»'  '»  "der 
»oh  repentance  the  beU^  c  T-  ";"  """"''y""  S^™  "^r 
haa  fully  shown  at  the  &o^  ,f  ^  "  "'"^O^,  "-"H  -  He 
dishonour  to  His  I^eart  o  We  f  ^  i'^Sn^tT/J'  "  "  ^''™'" 
«ngu,sh  wiU  move  Him  'not  u^  .*?'''''' ''*"*"'^ 
««<I  leadeth  thee  to  reltan^'  T^'"^  .""*'  "'•'  S'""'™^»  »' 
fore,  but  His  goodnr  thlt^,,/  ." ''°' ^''" ''»'^°*»Mhere 

true  way  to  rep'entTro  betv  on  tl.:LTr";'  "»'«  ""o 
wasdeUvered  for  our  offenr  a  J  '"'"  *^''"''' '  "ho 

justification.' "  "  ""*  "^^  '"^  "gain  for  our 

to^'t^t.  1i"we  hi™  i'"  "  *""  repentance  it  will  bring 
«k  God  to  f-^S^  Lrr""':;,:'''^"™  weshouUnev^ 
If  I  liave  donf  any'In  .L^  ""'*."'  ■"*"'  "^'"'"■«''- 
good,  I  need  not  J  Z  t  CeT rti," f  ""  -^ ' '' 
make  it  good.     SuDnnap  T  k        .  ,  "  ^  ^°^  willing  to 

belong  tf  me,  I  hTVo  ril  t™  'T^  """  ""-  "<" 
make  restitution  ^  "''P'"'  forgiveness  until  I 

d.stre.8  of  mind.     "  The  fact  i,,  "  C±.^  ,"'  ™  ■?  6^« 
I  have  taken  monev  that  h.!       \<  7  '      -^  *"  *  defaulter. 

UecomeaChristiaVtrot-:,^::^^^^^^^^^^ 

the  monov  1  *'     Ho  fnM  .«^  u  u    ,      ^  "  *  -tfave  you  got 

about.i:500.a^^^:lrstm'::S'^^^Heha^tak'en 


1  toidhim  timt  ,,ae  a  delusion 'of  B^. 
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X.Si  '  ' 


: 


that  he  could  not  expect  to  prosper  on  stolen  money  :  that  he 
should  restore  aU  he  had,  and  go  and  ask  his  emp  oyer  to 
have  mercy  upon  him  and  forgive  him.  "But  they  wi  1  p^t 
me  in  pnson,"  he  said,  "cannot  you  give  me  any  helpr' 
No  you  must  restore  the  money  before  you  can  expect  to  get 
any  he  p  from  God."  "  It  is  pretty  hard,"  he  said.  "  Yes  It 
^  Wd,  but  the  great  mistake  was  in  doing  the  wron^at 

His  burden  became  so  heavy  that  it  got  to  be  insupportable. 
He  handed  me  the  money_950  dollars  and  some  cents-aud 
asked  me  to  take  it  back  to  his  employers.     The  next  even- 
ing the  two  employers  and  myself  met  in  a  side  room  of  the 
church.     I  laid  the  mdney  down,  and  informed  them  it  was 
from  one  of  their  employes.     I  told  them  the  story,  and  said  he 
wanted  mercy  from  them,  not  justice.     The  tears  trickled  down 
^e  cheeks  of  these  two  men,  and  they  said,  "Forgive  him  i 
Yes,  we  will  be  glad  to  forgive  him."    I  went  down  stairs  and 
brought  him  up.     After  he  had  confessed  his  guilt  and  been 
torgiven,   we  all  got  down  on  our  knees  and  had  a  blessed 
prayer-meeting.     God  met  us  and  blessed  us  there 

There  was  a  friend  of  mine  who  some  time  ago  had  come  to 
Christ  and  wished  to  consecrate  himself  and  his  wealth  to  God. 
He  had  formerly  had  transactions  with  the  government,  and 
had  taken  advantage  of  them.     This  thing  came  up  when  he 
was  converted,  and  his  conscience  troubled  him.     He  said    « I 
want  to  consecrate  my  wealth,  but  it  seems  as  if  God  will' not 
take  It       He  had  a  terrible  struggle ;  his  conscience  kept  jising 
up  and  smiting  him.     At  last  he  drew  a  check  for  |1,500  and  !• 
Bent  It  to  the  United  States  Treasury.     He  told  me  he  re-' 
ceived  such  a  blessing  when  he  had  done  it.     That  was  bring- 
ing forth  «  fruits  meet  for  repentance."     I  believe  a  great  many 
men  are  crying  to  God  for  light ;  and  they  are  not  getting  it 
because  they  are  not  honest. 
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^^.^.!^f^f_^^^^^mmo^. 


"»y  father  died  andTff^iot'h":;    "TY  ""^  "^-"^ 
P»I«.r,  and  left  her  only  th!f .  r."'*"*  "'"'  ">«  county  ne^a^ 

d-ed  the  paper  began  ^wtte  atl'"  ""  ""  ''»d-    Afterit 

paper  were  injured  for  a  thousTnd  d„,f      """"'"S  '"^  'he 
"enty  years  old  I  set  fi«,  to  thTbuad     "'  ""/  "'"'"  ^  "" 
thousand  dollars  and  gave  1^.  '°^'  ■"<>  obtained  the 

that  sin  has  been  haun^ilt^l  Tr'^  ^"^  '""'^^ye^ 
dulgence  in  pleasure  and  fin  T  w  '""^  *»  ^'"-^  it  by  i" 
;nto  infidelity;  I  have  tSd  to  rr™'"  *^''"' '  ^ '"'"» gone 

tn-eilhavedoneeverythTi  eo^Id     r'  ''"'  ^^o  ^^  "ol 
bave  been  tormented.''    I  said  -^^er.   "'  '''  ""«''  y^""  I 
He  inquired  "How  J "  i  .,m  ,'.  J,   "  "  »  '^ay  out  of  that" 
down  and  calculate  the  L^  ^fr"'""""-     ^'  -  ^' 
Pany  the  money."    ft  would  h«ri„       ^"''  ^'^  "■«  Com- 
man's  face  light  up  when  he  flld  f.      ^°"  «"<"'  ">  «ee  that 
He  sa,d  he  would  be  glad  ^  p™ tcf  IT  '"  """^  ^»  "-^ 
'f  he  could  only  be  forgiven.      ^    ^  ""  """"'y  »''d  intereat 

ihere  are  men  toKjay  who  .r<.  •     j    . 
because  they  are  not  wilW  ,!  ,"    '?  ^*'"'"''™  ""d  bondage 
fess  them ;  and  I  do  no  know  how  ""'''  °"°'  *-'  ^■ 

«';en  .f  he  is  not  willing  to  clntlhisT  ""  """^  '"  *«  ^«- 

Bear  m  mind  that  nm  is  ZT,  V^ 
eve;  have.     Y„„  „,,  ^^^'    ^he  o^  ^^ 

y^r  H?!..?"'' -^'-»  c;:i :"!  ..!"!,-«■'  --d 

there  is 


•"*"" ''O  forgive  vnn  .  FT  •  ;  -*"  'ouora 
:-»e'f- .  B»'  I  think  'the  Sbll  t"!  """i"*  '"  ''"»8 
• '  ^^--«.  »^W  M«  .^,.     There";— ;-;y^  '^^ 
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ii'l 


you  of  the  possibility  of  repentance  in  the  grave :  but  I  do  nnf 
find  that  .n  Scripture.     I  have  looked  my  Bible  o'ver  very  ea^e- 

^^^:::::j:t  "^^  -  -  "^^  ^-^  ---  ^^-- 

moment  if  you  will.     God  sava  ■  «  T  K,«  i  ^^^ 

IS   addressed   to  vou.      Tafep  ^mnr  «i„      •     ..      ,       ^epent 

Saviou.,  feet  and  LLiteJouTg'um''  "aXl"'  "^! 
tican  of  old.  "  God  be  memful  to  me  a  Iner  r  It      "  T 
quick,.  He  wm  pardon  and  bless  you.     He^^iU  ten"; ."^ 

you  and  reckon  you  as  righteous,  by  virtue  of  the ThCil 
ness  of  Him  who  bore  your  sin,  in   Hi.         '""  "oiiteous- 

. n^rt  T  T'  P''''*P'  "'"'  "'»''  themselves  righteous  • 

lieve  the  Gospel.    They  are  like  the  Pharisee  in  the  parajr 
who  thanked  God  that  he  was  not  as  other  n>en-"  e/t^rttn 

2t:rt:'sa?^Ir;^•"^" "» '"» puwioan  ;-:„"?: 

Zess°  wL  "?.'  *""?  *  """'''  ^  6*^^  "'hes  of  .11  I 
possess  What  is  the  judgment  about  such  self-righteous 
persons,  -< I  tell  you  this  man  (the  poor  contrite  r"!^! 
pubhcan^^went  down  to  his  house  justified  rather'  th^  hf 
other     (Loke  xvm.  Il-U).  "There  is  none  righteous    „„ 

G  d"v«  ""  " '"™  """'^  ""-^  --  «hort  of  t^Xr' ":, 
God  (Eom.  UL  10,  23).  Let  no  one  say  he  does  not  HZ  T 
repent.    Let  each  one  take  his  true  vl^ZlTT  ° 

then  God  will  lift  him  up  to  the  .ul'^ZXl  ^S^ 


ut  I  do  not 
r  very  care- 
>her  oppor« 

have  time 
•  sins  this 
are  in  the 
e"  (Ezek. 

ut  sinners 
to  repent 
ist  at  the 
the  pub- 
see  how 
m  justify 
ighteous- 
^  on  the 

ghteous ; 
t  and  be- 
parable, 
Ktortion- 
i^nd  who 
of  all  I 
ighteous 
pen  ting 
lan  the 
'US  j  no, 
[lory  of 
leed  to 
sinner ; 
d  justi- 


-^^^^^!:^f:!^^ 


83 


fication.     "  Whosoem^lZiZTT^ ■ ^ 

that  «oul.  "P^ntonoo  i„  the  heart  He  meet. 

li'e^"::a;;ltgl~?'''°«-P»'-»>e  ««.ea.e  a  . 
ffovernn,.  «f  ^i.     ^    ^^  touched  mv  hp»..*  ^^'  ^^^ 

governor  of  the  Sfcatfl  woo         •      ^  "^^^^  very  much      Tk 

-  ee,  ,e  found  XZCZ' l'^'^'^  ''^  ^^^^^'^^^^^^ 

that  seemed  to  have  been  watch!^  ^!  ,^^"^°^  ^^H  of  flowers 

governor  looked  at  the  nriln         ""'^^  ^"'^  '«°der  care     Thl 

asked  whose  fj,o  P"«oner,  and  then  at  ih.  a  ^® 

'^uose  they  w-ere      « ^u  *''  *^<*  "owers    nn^i 

poor  convict,     "kj  "'  ,    J""?'  ««  my  flo„era  ■•  ,2  !^ 
'onghavevouh.u^""^"' flowers)"  "V«.    •    '       ""« 
was  ■„/  ^°",'''«  here ! "    He  told  him  .  '  '"■•     "How 

find  h.msofoad  of  theflowtra  a„^  Z"™'''""  ""»  '"'Prised  to 

r  -"-  »tiTcter  ir-Ct?s 

ptld7'f  r'"^  -  ofZherT^^t-S-'iflhadti;' 
Pieased  that  he  said,  "  Well  ,rn.  ^®  governor  was  «n 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

ASSURANCE  OF  SALVATION, 

"  These  things  I  have  written  unto  yoa  that  believe  on  the  name  of  the  Son 
of  God;  that  ye  may  know  that  ye  have  eternal  life,  and  that  ye  may  beUeve  on 
the  name  of  the  Son  of  God."— (1  johu  v.  13.) 

HERE  are  two  classes  who  ought  not  to  have 
Assurance.    First  •  those  who  are  in  the  Church, 
but  who  are  not  v.  tt  e,  ted,  having  never  been  born 
of  the  Spirit.    S       ;  i    those  who  are  not  willing  to 
do  God's  will ;  who  are  not  read}'  to  take  the  place  that  God 
has  mapped  out  for  them,  but  want  to  fill  some  other  place. 
^  Some  one  will  ask  "  Have  all  God's  people  Assurance  1 " 
No  ;  I  think  a  good  many  of  God's  dear  people  have  no  Assur- 
ance ;  but  it  is  the  privilege  of  every  child  of  God  to  have 
beyond  doubt  a  knowledge  of  his  own  salvation.     No  man  is 
fit  for  God's  service  who  is  filled  with  doubts.     If  a  man  i& 
not  sure  of  his  own  salvation,  how  can  he   help  any  one  else 
into  the  kingdom  of  God  ?    If  I  seem  in  danger  of  drowning 
and  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  ever  reach  the  shore,  I  can- 
not assist  another.     I  must  first  get  on  the  solid  rock  myself , 
and  then  I  can  lend  my  brother  a  helping  hand.     If  being 
myself  blind  I  were  to  tell  another  blind  man  how  to  get  sight, 
he  might  reply,  "  First  get  healed  yourself;  and  then  you  can 
tell  ma"    I  recently  met  with  a  young  man  who  was  a  Chris- 
tian ;  but  he  had  not  attained  to  victory  over  sin.     He  was  in 
terrible  darkness.     Such  an  one  is  not  fit  to  work  for  God, 
because  he  has  besetting  sins  ;  and  he  has  not  the  victory  over 
his  doubt*,  because  he  has  not  the  victory  over  his  sins. 


ASSCTRAlfOE  or  SALTATION. 


8fi 


^d  he  X„  ,.■!""■  *  °'°"  ""«'"«  "'"'«»  f»'  'he  Sou  of 
ot^eZoly    '''''''  ""  *"  '""'''°  »«'•  character,  and  belie 

doubT  buTd'V"""'  """  "  "  P'^'-'-P"""  -»'  *»  have 
aoubts .  but  doubt  18  very  dishonouring  to  God.    If  anv  on, 

rTfleltl  Hi,  V        >    I  !"•  '"""^  "  """y  y«»"  does  it  not 
renect  on  His  veracity  to  doubt  Him « 

Could  Paul  and  the  early  Christians  and  martyrs  have  eone 
through  what  they  did  if  they  had  been  filled  witrdoub™  Zl 

ta  Itr"  r^fV'"  *'^  "'"  SO-g  '^  heaven tt^erd" 
We  t^r^ir  "•'"-''    ""'«''^"     ^O"' 

mef  lftr.TZ'd^  "'  T'  •"""  »'  "  «'»"'  ">«'  -hen  it 
tTere     and  T  T""!     "  "^  '*'  "K""  '"  h»ild  its  nest 

whether  it  hL"'""  ''°*"'  "^  *  ■'""'^  ^'^  'hat  questioned 
Whether  it  had  a  permit  to  run  into  the  rook     Why  these 

feanng  aa  to  whether  they  had  a  right  to  use  providential  pro- 

"The  stork  says  to  himself.  •  Ah  i,.-,  :.  .  „_  .       .  . 

consults  with  hU mate  '  Will  thi.'rfTf"'?^  "  "  "  '"°'    "* 
*"*'    "'"  this  do  for  the  nest  in  which  we 
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THE  WA  Y  TO  GOD, 


may  rear  our  young  I '  « Aye/  says  she ;  and  they  gather  tho 
materials,  and  arrange  them.  There  is  never  any  deliber- 
afrion,  «  May  we  build  here?'  but  they  bring  their  slicks  and 
make  their  nest. 

"  The  wild  goat  on  the  crag  does  not  say,  '  Have  I  a  right 
here  1 '  No,  he  must  be  somewhere  :  and  there  is  a  crag  which 
exactly  suits  him ;  and  he  springs  upon  it. 

"  Yet,  though  these  dumb  creatures  know  the  provision  of 
their  God,  the  sinner  does  not  recognise  the  provision  of  his 
Saviour.  He  quibbles  and  questions,  'May  If  and  'I  am 
afraid  it  is  i^t  for  me  ;'  and  'I  think  it  cannot  be  meant  for 
me  ; '  and  ♦  I  am  afraid  it  is  too  good  to  be  true.* 

"  And  yet  nobody  ever  said  to  the  stork,  ♦  Whosoever  buildeth 
on  this  fir  tree  shall  never  have  his  nest  pulled  down.'  No 
inspired  word  has  ever  said  to  the  coney,  « Whosoever  runs 
into  this  rock  cleft  shall  never  be  driven  out  of  it.'  If  it  had 
been  so  it  would  make  assurance  doubly  sure. 

"And  yet  here  is  Christ  provided  for  sinners,  just  the  sort 
of  a  Saviour  sinners  need ;  and  the  encouragement  is  added, 
*  Him  that  cometh  unto  Me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out ; "  Who- 
soever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely.'" 

Now  let  us  come  to  the  Word.  John  tells  us  in  his  Gospel 
what  Christ  did  for  us  on  earth.  In  his  Epistle  He  tells  us 
what  He  is  doing  for  us  in  heaven  as  our  Advocate.  In  his 
Gospel  there  are  only  two  chapters  in  which  the  word  "  believe" 
does  not  occur.  With  these  two  exceptions,  every  chapter  in 
John  is  "  Believe  !  Believe  /  /  Believe  ! ! !  "  He  tells  us  in  xx. 
31,  "  But  these  are  written,  that  ye  might  believe  that  Jesus 
is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  and  that,  believing,  ye  might 
have  life  through  His  name.  That  is  the  purpose  for  which  he 
wrote  the  Gospel—"  that  we  might  believe  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God  :  and  that,  believing,  we  might  have 
lifu  through  liis  name  "*  (John  xx.  31). 
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Turn  to  1  John  v.  13,  he  there  tells  us  why  he  wrote  this 

^pistle:  "These  things  have  I  written  unto  you  that  believe  on 

the  name  of  the  Son  of  God."  Notice  to  whom  he  writes  it  : 

You  that  believe  on  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God ;  that  ye 

may  know  that  ye  have  eternal  life,  and  that  ye  may  believe 

on  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God."    There  are  only  live  short 

chapters  in  this  first  Epistle,  and  the  word  "  know  »  occurs  over 

torty  times.  It  is  "  Know  /  Know  ! !  KNOW  »  n'»  The  Kev  to 

It  is  Know  I  and  all  through  the  Epistle  there  rings  out  the 

refrain—"  that  we  might  know  that  we  have  eternal  life  " 

I  went  twelve  hundred  miles  down  the  Mississippi  in  the 
sprmg  some  years  ago ;  and  every  evening,  just  as  the  sun 
went  down,  you  might  have  seen  men,  and  sometimes  women 
riding  up  to  the  banks  of  the  river  on  either  side  on  mules  or 
horses,   and    sometimes  coming  on  foot,  for  the  purpose  of 
lighting  up  the  Government  lights ;  and  all  down  that  miehtv 
river  there  were  landmarks  which  guided  the   pilots  in  their 
dangerous  navigation.     Now  God  has  given  us  lights  or  land 
marks  to  tell  us  whether  we  are  His  children  or  not ;  and  what 
we  need  to  do  is  to  examine  the  tokens  He  has  given  us. 

In  the  third  chapter  of  John's  first  Epistle  ther^  are  firo 
things  worth  knowing. 

U^Vl'  ^^'^T^  ""'  ''"^  *^'  ^''^  '-      "  A"^  y«  ^^ow  thai 
He  was  manifested  to    take  away    our  sins;   and    in  Him 

18    no   sm.      Not    what  I  have  done,    but  what  HE    has 

done    H^  He  failed  in  His    mission?     Is  He  notable  to 

10  what  He  came  for  1    Did  ever  any  heaven-sent  man  faU 

ye  ?  and  could  God's  own  Son  fail  ?    He  was  manifested  to 

fJ^i^'S  AWAY  OUR  SINS. 

i  ,'ain,  in  the  nineteenth  verse,  the  second  thing  worth 
knc  vmg :  «  And  hereby  we  know  that  we  are  of  the  truth  and 
8h:u  assure  our  hearts  before  Him."  We  know  that  -«  -~  ^f 
THE  TRUTH.     AuU  il'thc  trutU  make  us  hee,  we  shauirireo 
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•■  »re  wlh'.''/"*  r""*  ^"""'"^  "  "  "">  f™t«'»"'  vers., 

lieonl.   „Tj      T  *  """"'  "»»»  "l"™  "Ot  'ike  godly 

people,  nor  does  he  .»re  to  be  in  their  company     -  He  th»t 

loveth  not  h«  brother  .bideth  in  death."    He  hL  no  fpfriJlTal 

H^'  and  He  L\         ^"^'.^  "^^  commandment,  dwelleth  fa 
in  u.'  bv  th.  ^    T    .*\^  '•*"'''  ""  ^o"  "«"  He  abideth 

kind.     If  I  am  meek,  geotl.,  and  forgiving ;  if  I  have  a^Dirh 
filled  with  peace  and  iov  •  if  T  o«.  i  L   •  ^    ' 

UketheSonofGoSlZtisatr  ^"T"!^"^  ""^  S^°'^«' 
..11    t  .u         ^^  *  '"' '  """l  w  that  way  w  •.?«  m 

tell  whether  we  haye  eternal  Ufe  or  not 

« nZ  *i*  ""I/"*  "'""'  '"""'»8'  "-l  the  best  of  ,M   i, 
"  Beloyed,  BOW."  Notice  the  word  "Vn»»    t.  j     "■«•'» 

when  yon  come  U)  die   •■  mZZ  „  ^    "*'  "■"  '"^ 

and  it^lnf  K  »„.     .  "eloved,  «ow  are  we  the  sons  of  God  • 

then  He  W.    ^    "^^  "■""  "'  "«'"  *>«  ^  ^nt  ue  know  that 
«ae  .royiaion  for  them ,  but  g:;^  Tear  That""  ''It 
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Turn  to  1  John  ii.  i^  -My  little  children,  these  things 
write  I  un  0  you,  that  ye  ,in  not.     And  if  any  man  .in  we 

tll'^flT  "'"'•""'  ""''"'■'™"'  Ch'rist,  the 'rV^ 
•  He  .6  here  writing  to  the  righteous.     "  If  ,nv  Ln 

He  «^nd^'  t^"'  ^■'f'"  ""■  "«'"^"»-"    ^'""  «»  Advocate  1 

01  Uod.     He  said,  "  Nevertheless,  I  tell  you  the  truth  •  it  is 
ea.ped.ent  for  you  that  I  go  away  "  (John  xvi.  7).     He' J  „ 

has  had  some  hard  cases  to  ple«J ;  but  he  has  never  lost  one 
"nd  If  you  entrust  your  immortal  interesU  to  Him,  He  «m 
"p«sent  you  aultles,  before  the  presence  of  HU  go"  „"  " 
exceeding  joy  "(Jade  24).  *     ^ 

.re?onrL""'  1  ?''''"""  »"  ""  ^"^^^'^  "  «<»»  «  'hey 
Testi'!^  i""*  y  r  "''"  *^  "^ '"™"°"«'-     That  is  a 

CZ^wat  rf  •'"  ^  """"'^  "P  •S""'    "«"  'i«  have 
Oflen  put  away,  that  is  tiie  end  of  them.    Thev  are  not  i„  )>„ 

rvr*p7^ri^°'^n\""'°™"»"'''-»^"  ™^ 

tl7^  ^  PP""  ^  """^  »  '»»  »'".  "!>««  I  »m  from 

.round  my  „eck  a„d  ,,y,,  ,.  p,p^  j  ^^  ^^^^         ^^^^ 

to  do.     I  am  very  sorry.     Do  forgive  me."    I  say,  "Yes  mv 

But  the  next  day  he  says :  "P.pa,  I  wish  you  would  for- 
pve  me  for  the  wrong  I  did  yesterday."    I  should  say : "  Why 

Si    •■     "■■«.V^"'e'Ji  and  I  don't  want  it  L.Zl{ 
aga-n.         But  I  wish  you  would  forgive  me  ;  it  would  hein 

Z  m.rr",r'  ''  '"«'^'  ^•»'' "    ^»"  'hatT^tonoS 

ButrL^°f  '?"'  «™^*  "">  '^  '>«^«  "y  hoy  doubt  me  . 
But  to  gratify  him  I  «.y  again,  "  I  foigive  you,  my  son." 
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"•«ntion  tho  past  l1!  '  f  .^  «""'  ""'  "«""  '«*  "« 
hind.  «„d  r^ach  Lh  ,.  T  .u  ■■**"  """"  "'"'8'  ""«'■  "^  b«- 
towa'rd  the  Zrktr  th  °  ""^  rll*  '"  "«'»■-' '"«'  P«" 
Christ  Je.u,.     Let  th         ^^T?'  ""  ""s"  ™"'"g  of  G«l  in 

cleanse  mhZJ^^^^f  '""  '°>'™  "'  ""  '^^  «'■'» '» 
inrf  1  .  "nnghteousnes$  "  (1  John  i.  9) 

«ay  where-  irwS  a  L"  h   ,  Tf '  °'  *  '""""J'-^  ""n't 
buth.f„rgav^h!r  .„?»r     .'^  '"'"'  "■'"''''»  "'">  •>!«,  wife; 

-id  the  thi^Z  Sd  Th:  ^  '"«'""  ""'  ""  J"''*^ 
ne«of  the  princil  S.!^  ^  *°  '''"'«"'""*  "■»  «»'»<•. 
an  end  of  it     And  d„  .u    T"  """^  forgiven  there  wa, 

"ill  forgte  you  and  m/°".  "''  '^  ''''"'«*  "'  «"  "">  ««"h 
«ns  are  ™!/f     f-  '  *■"*  "P""  ">«  question  again  )    Our 

"ha^fodot  '°'°  '?■*  *"'™'^-  "'  ^^^l  f-'Si--'  ■"«»  what 
»  nave  to  do  is  to  confess  and  forsake  our  sins. 

Again  in  3  Corinthians  xiii.  6  •    <•  E«m  n. 
whether  ye  be  in  the  fain,  '        "'»""ne  yourselves 

not  your  own  .1  /^  P"™  ^""'' '""'  '«•"»•  Know  ye 
be  rCbatIs  r  N  ""'''""'  '"'™'  *«  »  ^o"'  --pt  Je 
PutiCtleMst  ^"^""■"''^''""elvea  Try  your  religion, 
wav  U  L       V  ^™  '^■'8'™  "n  enemy  ?  That  is  a  good 

eured  for  dl.^.f  ""'j  "  ''''"''  <"'' '    <^''»  ^o"  ^e  cen- 
i«A,.A      J     ^        •  *"'*  "»'  murmur «    Can  you  be  mis 

itthe"r  ■"Tr""'^'"'  """  ^-■'  ""-P  »  ChristJfte  spiriT 

frutts  of  ITJ  f  ".  "^  ""•  <''''"'«"»  -•  ""»  -o'ieo  tie 

t^e  Viri  t  love  V         '"'  '7""  ''*"'  '"^"^     "  Tie  fruit  of 

less.  iIZl    m        ""'•  """'''' '"""  '"*"""«-  '^-""^■'«™.  good- 
""s,  Uim,  m«»u«,,  touipeiiuico ;  aL'aiMt  «ucU  .here  .^  - 
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law.  If  1  have  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  I  must  have  the  Spirit. 
1  could  not  have  the  fruits  without  the  Spirit  any  more  than 
there  could  be  an  orange  without  the  tree.  And  Christ  says, 
Ye  shall  know  them  by  their  fruits  ;"  "  for  the  tree  is  know,, 
by  his  fruits."  Make  the  tree  good,  and  the  fruit  will  bo  good. 
Ihe  only  way  to  get  the  fruit  is  to  have  the  spirit.  That  is 
Uie  way  to  examine  ourselves  whether  we  are  the  chUdfen  of 

trod. 

Then  there  is  another  very  striking  passage.  In  Romans 
viu.  9,  Paul  says  :  '•  Now,  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  he  18  none  of  His."  That  ought  to  settle  the  question, 
even  though  one  may  have  gone  through  all  the  external  forms 
that  are  considered  necessary  by  sorae  to  constitute  a  member 
of  a  Church.  Read  Paul's  life,  and  put  yours  alongside  of  it. 
If  your  life  resembles  his,  it  is  a  proof  that  you  are  born  again 
—that  you  are  a  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus. 

But  although  you  may  be  born  again,  it  will  require  time 
to  become  a  full-grown  Christian.     Justification  is  instantane. 
ous ;  but  sanctification  is  a  life-work.     We  are  to  grow  in  wis. 
dom.     Peter  says :  «  Grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ"  (2  Pet  iii.  18);  and  in 
the  first  chapter  of  his  second  Epistle,  "Add  to  your  faith  vir- 
tue j  and  to  virtue  knowledge ;  and  to  knowledge  temperance  j 
and  to  temperance  patience ;  and  to  patience  godliness  ;  and  to 
godliness  brotherly  kindness ;  and  to  brotherly  kindness  char- 
ity.    For  if  these  things  be  in  you  and  abound  they  make  vou 
that  ye  shall  neither  be  barren  nor  unfruitful  in  the  knowledge 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."    So  that  we  are  to  add  grace  to 
grace.     A  tree  may  be  perfect  in  its  first  year  of  growth ;  but 
It  does  not  attain  its  maturity.     So  with  the  Christian :  he 

"^l  It  VL"^  ""^'^^  ""^  ^""^^  ^"'  ''''^  *  mutxxTedi  Christian.  The 
eighth  of  Romans  is  very  important,  and  we  should  be  very 
familiar  with  it.    In  the  fourteenth  verse  the  apostle  says ; 
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b7.hu  teacher,  or  thette  ,     Iv  hi    ";■""""•  ""'P°P" 
Spirit  will  be  tlie  mi.U    .        "'  "^  "»  gu'de  :  so  the  Holy 

Then  let  me  Si     '"""^  '""*  "''"''  "'  O-xl- 
P«r.  teaehinTin^Lre^er  W, '"  • """"'  ««"•     ^» 

that  if  our  earthly  hoj  e  „f  thisut""  T'  '  ^     "  *""  "« '^«' 
have  a  building  of  God  ?L        '"bernacle  were  diwolved,  we 

in  the  heavens/'    He\JTl:''l  T.*'''  "'"■ '»'«'»'  "•-"«' 
he  says-/  w  ;,     He     '    „t  ^  ""  "■*""'»"»  "''ove,  .„d 
"id :     "I  have  a  desireto  L  1      11^  '"  ""°«"«inty.     II » 
'■  23) ;  and  if  he  h7C  ulT,  ""''^  "'""  «•■'"'  "  (?'"!. 
'h««^     Then  i„  Colo»i.n.  •« T.         '"'  '"'"'''  »»'  >>«'«  »«i'l 

power  of  darkness  andAfM;       1     f  ^"'"^'^  us(«mthe 
His  dear  son.    ^        ^'*  ""''«'*^  "» '-"o  the  kingdom  of 

Three  haths  :  **  hatit  »«»  j 

•nl  "  H.TH  translatd  „"^lf  T'' "  '1  ''*™  "^''''^"^  ""i  " 
to  make  as  meet  •  thM  it.  ■       •  ""'  "J'  ^"t  He  ieeoine 

to  translate.        '  ''»'««'««<»'■« t* deliver ;  th«tHeia|„;°| 

Then  again  in  verse  Uth  •     «I„  „i,„     •       , 
tion  through  His  blood,  even   th.  f  *°  '"™  ""J'"'?- 

are  either  forgiven  or  we  11!  '^T"  "^  "■"•"  We 
"".y  rest  until  we  geUntl  ^e  t'  "".  ''"'""  "•'  8*™  »«"«I™s 
can  each  look  up  f ndC  -I  U^^'^T  °'  '^"<'  ^  »"  """l  "e 
this  tabernacle  were liSved  ^  h""  ""l'  '^  "^  ^"^  house  of 
«ot  made  with  h.ndt:t:!::fuit\l'l"*:8f «"-. «  hom» 
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will  He  not  give  us  the  certainty  that  He  is  our«.     T  T 
heard  this  illustration.     There  was  a  m«n  \  I  .*''® 

"aying  tsat  If  God  has  given  ua  His  Son  He  will  with  Hi™ 
^.0  f,«ly  gi,e  „,  all  things ;  and  if  we  want  to  ml,^  1  sL 

•again  m  tne  33rd  verse  •  "  Whn  ai^«ii  i 
oWge  of  God's  eleot,    iTis  G^rh^    ^^ ^f ols  t 
that  condemneth  »    It  i,  Christ  that  died,  yerrather   th». 
neen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  C^    '  f    i 
maketh  intercession  for  us     Wh„ T  if  ^'  '''"°  »'"> 

we  are  more  than  conquerors  through  Him  fViof  i      j         i,^ 
lam  persnaded  that 'neither  d^h,  nor  Kf^  "r  !' T   '^"'■ 
pnneipalitie.,   nor  powers,  nor  thi  J  pre^l   nor  T  '  ""' 
eojn^  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  anfo^  roL^hall  b! 

J  ft.Now.      Uu  you  tmnk  that  the  God  who  has  i«,.H(iJ 
will  condemn  me  1    That  is  quite  an  absu^Uv     r„T 
to  save  „,  so  that  neither  men.  an..l,ToHeX  _"_"t  "  ^'"« 
.i-«- against  US  or  Him.     He  wUlhave  t'-^rSr 
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Job  lived  in  a  darker  dav  than  we  do  •  K„f  »  it 

xix  Q'i  •     tti  L        .1.  •  ""*  ^^  read  m  Job 

./    /    ■  .u   !     ''"'  ^*"*'  "^y  Redeemer  livoth,  and  that  He  shal 
BUnd  m  the  latter  .lay  upon  the  earth."  *" 

Ti^o:h^^r;,'r'r^^  'r.''" ''""«'  ^^"^'^  ^"*  --<j«  ^o 

niuouiy.        *or  the  which  cause  I  also  Riiff«..  ♦!,»      *u- 

lieved,  and  am  persuaded  that  He  is  able  to  keep  rttt tllh  I 
have  committed  unto  Him  against  that  day'!^   U  1^^. 
matter  of  doubt,  but  of  knowledge.     "  I  know^'     "     1 
suadeiL"    The  word  •■  hon.  "  i.„  .        /       ,         I  »>»  per 
expre.,  doubt.     It  ,  ^,,  ^^  TtC  "'°  f""'""  '^ 
Christ,  or  to  the  resurrection  o7?Z   br  \v:ilr'''.rf 
w."  hope  "we  are  Christians.     ,  do  nTt  say   hi     " '  ht  M 
am  an   American,  or  that  I   hope  I  am  «  ZL-  a 
The.  are  settled  thing.     I  may  ..^  thatT-  ho^^go  ^k 
to  my  home,  or  I  hope  to  attend  such  a  meetiL     I  ^„      . 
say  that  I  hope  to  come  to  this  country  foTl  hJ       /". 
so.  if  we  ate  bom  of  God  we  know  it^H  K.     „        ,     *'"' 
iu  darkness  if  we  search  the  Scri^ru^  """ '"'" "" 

Christ  taught  this  doctrine  to  his  seventv  H!„.vi 
they  returned  elated  with  their  sucis     ^^   ."urf 
the  devils  aie  subject  unto  us  through  Thy  2;  ■•    The  T^ 
seemed  to  check  them,  aud  said  that  He  TuU  Jv.  .K 
something  to  rejoice  in.     "  NotwithstandinrTn  thT     "" 
not,  that  the  spirits  are  subject  unto  Tu    but  rathl      '""^ 
because  your  names  ai,  writL  in  heaven  "  (Luke  120^"'" 

It  u  the  privilege  of  every  one  of  n.  JT     \    ^■ 
doubt,   that  our  LvationT  su^  Tien  "'  ^"""^  » 

others.     But  if  we  are  doubtM  of'ur  ^w„"  ZZ^''  "" 
not  6t  for  the  service  of  God.  ««lvation,  we  are 

Another  passage  is  John  v.  24  :  "  Verilv   .«rti„  t 
you  :  He  that  heareth  my  word    ».,^  K  i-     !!    ^      "^  ""*" 

«ntMe,hatheverh«tirHTeld  ll^''"r"'  °"."'"'  "«" 
"Mug  lite,  and  shall  not  come  into  'judg. 
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not     WuTT    ,      I      Ji'dgu-ent  whether  you  are  «.ved  or 

o^y  come  ^L  ■  '^"""'"8,'°«»  J>"l«n>«nt  for  your  ,i„,.     W. 

S  Z  iTa  ^  .*""'f  '"'  """'•''•    ^"^  '»  clearly  taught 

W  been  til  71  "';''  "■"  "''""  ""'''-•«'  «'« t^'"'" 

"  Lord  th„n  ;•  /*°  '"'"'«'"  """"  fi'"  «<""»  "Ji-g. 

Tn  "^  •■''"'  "'™«on-etcr„.l  life-i,  another 
",u  God  demand  payment  twice  of  the  debt  which  rhri.i 
l.«pa.dfor„,)   IfChrUtbearmysinainHia  owu  tav'n 
the  tree,  am  I  to  anawer  for  them  L,  well »  '  '"' 

our  peace  waa  upon  „;„  ..  aai  wUrHn.       t~rd"- 
In  Homans  .v  25,  we  read  :  He  "  waa  deliver  for  „"r  offtt 
«ndw».ra«ed  again  for  our  jusUBcation."     Let  u,  belier 
«i!d  get  the  beneUt  of  Hia  finished  work.  ' 

Then  again  in  John  i.  9 :    "  I  »m  the  door  •    bv  \f.  If  . 
man  enter  in  he  ehall  be  saved  and  shall  „„•     ^ ,  ^"^ 

find  paatnr."     That  ia  the  pWlf^^n'Ve"!:''  "'"' 
•  My  sheep  hear  my  voice;  and  I  know  them  and  fhev  fT' 
Me.     And  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life  ■  an^thevthn 
perish,  neither  shall  any  man  pluck  them  o„f    V       T™ 

My  Father  which  gave  them  is  gt.t  tt"  7-  "l?  "*'"'• 

isflhlpf^  nin.i,  *v, ,.  ...    ^     Jr  .  "*°  *^^    and  no  man 

^..„..^  „„^^  „^,  y,  jjj^  ijHtiier'8  hand."    Think  of 
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t..o  So„.  but  the  th™,  p^,.  XAl  IT'  ""'  """ 

.na  he  were  r^TC  for  V/lth  „"?:''!, '"'•"  '"  "'»"'"'• 
qUMtion   what  Ood  ha.  said     ir. T,        ^'  """  ''°' 

"I  .m  the  Water  o  life"  «  vo„  H  T  %  u-  """^  ^'"'^' 
.with.,...J-„Xri1^^^^^^^^ 

;n  Me,  thL*;  itrrdTr.e:ir%;e^\rwr- 

hve*  and  be.ieveth  i„  Me  shall  neve "dt. '  ^Ih  tr'^r 
Let  me  remind  you  where  our  doubU  come  fZ,  a'  i 
»..ny  of  God's  dear  people  never  get  beZd  Inowi  ,1"^ 
selves  servant,.  He  .all,  us  "frtads"  If  '""'""'8  them- 
house  you  will  soon  see  tZ  Tff  I  ^"^  8o  into  a 
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th.t  h.  i.  fourteen     He     "r  """  '"i  7"  "  ''»/  "'i  »  now 

Pe.r  what  h.  wo^ld  Z  11717^^''':'"''  "  '""  •«"  'P" 
mine  althoueh  he  m..7      .        .  '""""^  manhood.     He  i. 

«e  perfectly  Hi.  cMdtl  "^  "°  ■""  '*"««'  >  '""  »• 

tot^ts:dLt'at,rfir^•l°r'™  ^''"'■-' 

t"l  night.  look  at  Ce   ^  "  ThorwiU  t"  h'™"  "■""'"« 
P««««  »ho«  mind  i.  .tayed  on  W  *■  *•""  '"  P"''"=' 

of  God-,  dear  children  TAbb^  of  iov  K  ""'•  'l>    *'''"J' 
looking  at  theni,.lvea  ■"  *""•'*'  ""''  ''««P 

Some  one  haa  aaid  •  "Tii^,..       .i 
want  to  be  wretched  look  „w^-       ■,        ""^  "^  '»'>''•    "  r"" 
look  wound ;  but  if  v„„  r  ui  ^"^  ""''  *»  •»  Ji'tfaoted, 

looked  awa;,„lchrt?nd  b  •"7'''"^  ""•"  ^'"«' 
The  JI«t,r'^d  to  him  '.-o  thi  '^Tr','*^'^  "^g™  to  rink. 
did.t  thou  doubt  J  '•   Tmml  ,f  , '""'  '""■ '     Wherefcre 

word,  which  wa.  „,.  fo^.  ^  k'  '*'  •""•  «»^''  «'«"'«' 
granite  or  ironTbuUhe  m^!'  '°\'«"«'  "">"  either  marble, 
down  he  went. '  Tho«  whTn  "  '"".''  ''"  *^"  "^  ^l-™ 
•tahl.  «.d  dishonouring  °  thl""","."  "ir'  '""  "'"'  •"- 
•traight  at  the  "Author  and  mlu^  ^'  "»■"  "  '-k 
When  I  wa.  .  T'*"'',*^""'''''' of  our  faith." 

*«  »now,  by  kee^in^mj  Z'l°?  "'"'  *  ""'s'"  *«"=  in 
before  me.     The  momTnt  I  t,^;""  "P""  *  '"'  "  '»■»«  object 
front  of  me.  I  walkeT'lle^  I?f,  "^t  'V''  ■"""  '«'  » 
ediy  on  Christ  that  we  find  n„f   I       "^^  "''"'  "«  'ook  Sx- 
the  dead  He  .howed  H?.  ^     f  ■*""•   '^""  "«  "'o  from 
(^uk,  „iv.  .arThafw^rrund'ortr-^   '''' ^- 
!_""  w»t  to  ecatter  your  doubu.  L*^r?ul-"'r  ^"^^    " 
"ant  lu  mcreaw  your  doubt.  In«"t'". "'  ""      "^ '  *"''  'f  you 
^         y  ur  aoubt.,  look  at  yourwlf.    You  „ii,  g,,t 


98 


THE  WAY  TOQOD. 


if 


nn^?r  T^'  ^"""^  **  ''^**^  ^«  "'  ^"'^  «t  ^^'afc  He  has  done  • 
oh«.,  were  to  m  off,  and  "l^yZ.  ^U^T^-^l^^ 

othe^..»d  «.ep."oCaLr:^tre  oTirir^i^r' 

«id on.  certain  day  aglad  shout  went  «p,  «WeJ^Z,r 

bnt  .t  did  not  riter  the  faet  that  they  were  free.X"t' 
the  Captain  of  onr  salvation,  ha.  pRwhdmed  freedom  t^ 
^1  who  have  faith  n  Hin..  Let  as  take  Him  atl^  wor^ 
Their  feehngs  wonid  not  have  m«le  the  slave,  free.  Xe 
power  most  come  from  the  outside  Looking  at  o««eIvo.  wSl 
not^make  u.  free,  bnt  it  is  looking  to  Ohr^t  with  thlVrf 

Bishop  Ryle  h«i  strikingly  said :  "Faith  i.  the  root,  and 
Assurance  the  flower.  Doubtless  you  can  never  have  the  flower 
without  the  root ;  but  it  is  no  less  certain  you  may  have  the 
root,  and  not  have  the  flower.  ™y  n»ve  the 

•'Faith  is  that  poor  trembling  woman  who  came  behind 
JesuB  in  the  press,  and  touched  the  hem  of  His  earment 

midst  of  his  murderers,  and  saying,  •  I  see  the  heaven,  opened 

(AcU  4  mV'  ""  '"^'^'^  '"  "^^  '^'"  '"'"'  '"^^ 

nll'^^^t  Pf""""  «>H  crying,  -Lord,  «memberme' 
(Luke  1X1.1.  42).  Assurance  is  Job  sitting  in  the  dust,  covered 
With  aorea.  and  RAvino   <t  i.« *v.-^  _     rj  ,  \        °" 
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2"t  ^'  '""^ "''  ^''  ^' '  ^'-'^^^i^^'^., 

'fTLLT^tZ^'i,^-'^  "«  began  to  «„fc. 

Peter  declaring  before  the^^jn  i^T""  "  ""'  '»"■« 
etone  which  was  set  at  na„,l,7T'  '"*'»«'•-""«».  'This  is  the 
the  head  of  the  cirler  nefther  ,T  """"'r  ""'"''  "  >«««»« 
for  there  is  none  ot^r  n^e  "  l"'?  '*'™''"'' '"  "^^  »"'"  = 

on^i  "ttr  wh?r^  £»Xr r  c^: 

viii  33,  34).  ^  ^^'^^  coudemneth  ?'    (Rom. 

he  aged  prisoner,  looking  cllmt  te  J  1  *"°r  ^""^ 

'I  know  whom  I  have  believ^"  <  The™       ^''"''  ""^  '"^'-S- 
W  (2  Tim.  i  12 ;  iv.  8).  *  "'''""'  '"<•  "P  for 

«.rpiL'rie.!rdrhr  An'^^7,;  ^»  -  *«» 

«ickly,  unhealthy,  painftl  t^'    ?      ^°'  '*  ""^  >«  weak, 
joyless,  smilelesi't^o  the  ve^rnl  ''  "'""'  ''"'»™«'W 

"  Assurance  is  more  than  lifp     V*  :   u    i., 

T:i"='r^'  -•«'  -te^  w:^'  "">■'«""' •»-. 

"TteTeT^fZ^rntw*:  '^"*"-  ^  "^  ™^' 
to  make  „s  clean,  and  Sf  Ho l  stT  I  "■"  "?'"""*  "'  C"^' 
The  security  of  the  l«lie^„i.  ft  ^^\  '"  "^^  "  ^otain." 
Spirit  of  God.  "  "^^  '*»""  of  *»  »P«»tion  of  the 

o^TaIZ^^.^^-  .  "^  '""'«  "«»  shmbs  and  tree.  ^, 

V  unmng  waters;  but  they  maintained  their 
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position,  and  threw  out  their  foliage  and  branches  as  much  as 
if  they  had  been  in  the  midst  of  a  dense  forest"  It  was  their 
hold  on  the  rock  that  made  them  secure ;  and  the  influences  of 
nature  that  sustained  their  life.  So  believers  are  oftentimes . 
exposed  to  the  most  horrible  dangers  in  their  journey  to  heaven ; 
but,  so  long  as  they  are  "  rooted  and  grounded"  in  the  Rock 
of  Ages,  they  are  perfectly  secure.  Their  hold  of  Him  is  their 
guarantee  ;  and  the  blessings  of  His  grace  give  them  life  and 
sustain  them  in  life.  And  as  the  tree  must  die,  or  the  rock 
fall,  before  a  dissolution  can  be  eflfected  between  tlwm,  so  either 
the  believer  must  use  his  spiritual  life,  or  the  Rock  must 
crumble,  ere  their  union  can  be  dissolved. 

Speaking  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  Isaiah  says :  "  I  will  fasten 
Him  as  a  nail  in  a  sure  place ;  and  he  shall  be  for  a  glorious 
throne  to  His  Father's  house :  and  they  shall  hang  upon  Him 
all  the  glory  of  His  father's  house,  the  offspring  and  the  issue, 
all  vessels  of  small  quantity,  from  the  vessels  of  cups,  even  to 
all  the  vessels  of  flagons"  (xxiL  23,  24). 

There  is  one  nail,  fastened  in  a  sure  place  j  and  on  it  hang 
all  the  flagons  and  all  the  cups.  "  Oh,"  says  one  little  cup,  "  I 
am  so  small  and  so  black,  suppose  I  were  to  drop  ! "  "  Oh," 
says  a  flagon,  "  there  is  no  fear  of  you ;  but  I  am  so  heavy,  so 
very  weighty,  suppose  I  were  to  drop  1 "  And  a  little  cup  says, 
"Oh,  if  I  were  only  like  the  gold  cup  there,  I  should  never  fear 
falling."  Bii«  the  gold  cup  answers,  "  It  is  not  because  I  am 
a  gold  cup  that  I  keep  up  j  but  because  I  hang  upon  the  nail." 
If  the  nail  gives  way  we  all  come  down ;  gold  cups,  china  cups, 
pewter  cups,  and  all ;  but  as  long  as  the  nail  keeps  up,  all  that 
hang  on  Him  hang  safely. 

I  once  read  these  words  on  a  tombstone :  "  Born,  died, 
kept."  Let  us  pray  God  to  keep  us  in  perfect  peace,  and  as- 
sured of  salvation* 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 
CHRIST  ALL,  AND  IN  ALL. 

(CiOLOBBIANS  iii.  11.) 

.HllIST  is  ull  to  us  that  we  make  Him  to  be.  I 
want  to  emphasize  that  word  "  all."  Some  men 
make  Him  to  be  "  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground," 
"  without  form  or  comeliness."  He  is  nothing  to 
them  j  they  do  not  want  Him.  Some  Christians  have  a  very 
small  Saviour,  for  they  are  not  willing  to  receive  Him.  Others 
have  a  mighty  Saviour,  because  they  make  Him  to  be  great  and 
mighty. 

If  we  would  know  what  Christ  wants  to  be  to  us,  we  must 
first  of  all  know  Him  as  our  Saviour  from  sin.  When  the 
angel  came  down  from  heaven  to  proclaim  that  He  was  to  be 
born  into  the  world,  you  remember  he  gave  His  name,  "  He 
shall  be  called  Jesus,*  for  He  shall  save  His  people  from  their 
sins."  Have  we  been  delivered  from  sin  1  He  did  not  come 
to  save  us  in  our  sins,  but  from  our  sins.  Now,  there  are 
three  ways  of  knowing  a  man.  Some  men  you  know  only  by 
hearsay ;  others  you  merely  know  by  having  been  once  intro- 
duced to  them,  you  know  them  very  slightly  ;  others  again  you 
know  by  having  been  acquainted  with  them  for  years,  you 
know  them  intimately.  So  I  believe  there  are  three  classes  of 
people  to-day  in  the  Christian  Church  and  out  of  it ;  those 
who  know  Christ  only  by  reading  or  by  hearsay,  those  who 
have  a  historical  Christ ;  those  who  have  a  slight  personal  ac< 
quaintance  with  Him  ;  and,  those  who  thirst,  as  Paul  did,  to 
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"  know  Him  and  the  power  of  His  resurrection."  The  more  we 
know  of  Christ  the  more  we  shall  love  Him,  and  the  better 
we  shall  serve  Him. 

Let  us  look  at  Him  as  He  hangs  upon  the  Cross,  and 
see  how  He  has  put  away  sin.  He  was  manifested  that  He 
might  tc.ce  away  our  sino ;  and  if  we  really  know  Him  we 
must  first  of  all  see  Him  as  our  Saviour  from  sin.  You  re- 
member how  the  angels  said  to  the  shepherds  on  the  plains  of 
Bethlehem,  "  Behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy, 
which  shall  be  to  all  people  :  for  unto  you  is  born  this  day,  iu 
the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord" 
(Luke  ii.  10-11).  Then  if  you  go  clear  back  to  Isaiah,  seven 
hundred  years  before  Christ's  birth,  you  will  finds  these  words : 
"I,  even  I,  am  the  Lord  j  and  beside  Me  there  is  no  Saviour" 
(xliii.  11). 

Again,  in  the  First  Epistle  of  John  (iv.  14)  we  read :  "  We 
have  seen,  and  do  testify,  that  the  Father  sent  the  Son  to  be 
the  Saviour  of  the  world."  All  the  heathen  religions,  we  read, 
teach  men  to  work  their  way  up  to  God  j  but  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ  is  God  coming  down  to  men  to  save  them,  to  lift 
them  up  out  of  the  pit  of  sin.  In  Luke  xix.  10,  we  read  that 
Christ  Himself  told  the  people  what  He  had  come  for :  "  The 
Son  of  Man  is  come  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost." 
So  we  start  from  the  Cross,  not  from  the  cradle.  Christ  has 
opened  up  a  new  and  living  way  to  the  Father ;  He  has  taken 
all  the  stumbling-blocks  out  of  the  way,  so  that  every  man  who 
accepts  of  Christ  as  his  Saviour  can  have  salvation. 

But  Christ  is  not  only  a  Saviour.  I  might  save  a  man 
from  drowning  and  rescue  him  from  an  untimely  grave ;  but  I 
might  probably  not  be  able  to  do  any  ^;,re  for  him.  Christ  is 
something  more  than  a  Saviour.  When  the  children  of  Israel 
were  placed  behind  the  blood,  that  blood  was  their  salvation  ; 
but  they  would  still  have  heard  the  crack  of  the  slave-driver's 
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whip  if  they  had  not  been  delivered  from  the  Egyptian  yoke  of 
bondage  :  than  it  was  that  God  delivered  them  from  the  hand 
of  the  king  of  ^^gypt  I  have  little  sympathy  with  the  idea 
that  God  comes  down  to  save  us,  and  then  leaves  us  in  prison, 
the  slaves  of  our  besetting  sins.  No  :  He  has  come  to  deliver 
us,  and  to  give  us  victory  over  our  evil  tempers,  our  passions, 
and  our  lusts.  Are  you  a  professed  Christian,  but  one  who  is 
a  slave  to  some  besetting  sin  1  If  you  want  to  get  victory  over 
that  temper  or  that  lust,  go  on  to  know  Christ  more  intimately. 
He  brings  deliverance  for  the  past,  the  present,  and  the 
future.  "Who  delivered;  who  doth  deliver;  who  will  yet 
deUver."    (2  Cor.  L  10.) 

How  often,  like  the  children  of  Israel  when  they  came  to 
the  Red  Sea,  have  we  become  discouraged  because  everything 
looked  dark  before  us,  behind  us,  and  around  us,  and  we 
knew  not  which  way  to  turn.  Like  Peter  we  have  said,  "  To 
whom  shall  we  gol"  But  God  has  appeared  for  our  deliver- 
ance. He  has  brought  us  through  the  Red  Sea  right  out  into 
the  wilderness,  and  opened  up  the  way  into  the  Promised 
Land.  But  Christ  is  not  only  our  Deliverer ;  He  is  our 
Redeemer.  That  is  something  more  than  being  our  Saviour* 
He  has  brought  us  back.  «Ye  have  sold  yourselves  for 
nought;  and  ye  shall  be  redeemed  without  money."  (Isaiah 
lii.  3.)  "  We  were  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  as 
silver  and  gold "  (1  Peter  i.  18).  If  gold  could  have  re- 
deemed us,  could  He  not  have  created  ten  thousand  worlds  full 

of  gold  1 

When  God  had  redeemed  the  children  of  Israel  from  the 
bondage  of  Egypt,  and  brought  them  through  the  Red  Sea, 
they  struck  out  for  the  wilderness ;  and  then  God  became  to 
them  their  Way.  I  am  so  thankful  the  Lord  has  not  left  us 
in  darkness  as  to  the  right  way.  There  is  no  living  man  who 
has  been  groping  in  the  darkness  but  may  know  the  way.  « I 
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the  1 J'^'   T  ?^"'*-     ^'  ""'  ^°"«^  Christ  we  shall  be  in 
the  nght  way  and  have  the  right  doctrine.     Who  could  lead 

God  Himself?    He  knew  the  pitfalls  and  dangers  of  the  way, 

ril  W   .1  '^'  ^''^''  '^^^"^^  ^^  ^^«i^  ^"'erness  journey 
nght  into  the  promised  land.     It  is  true  that  if  it  had  not  been 

L  t  VTrt  ""^'"'^  '^'^  "^'^^^  ^*^«  «'««««d  into  the 

tond  at  Kadesh  Barnea,  and  taken  possession  of  it,  but  they 

desired  something  besides  God's  Word  ;  so  they  were  turned 

back,  and  had  to  wander  in  the  desert   for  forty  years.     I 

be heve  there  are  thousands  of  God's  children  wandering  in  the 

wilderness  still.     The  Lord  has  delivered  them  from  the  hand 

ot  the  Egyptian,  and  would  at  once  take  them  through  the 

wJdemess  right  into  the  Promised  Land,  if  they  were  only 

wilhng  to  follow  Christ.     Christ  has  been  down  here,  and  hal 

made  the  rough  places  smooth,  and  the  dark  places  light,  and 

the  crooked  places  straight.     If  we  will  only  be  led  by  Him, 

and  will  follow  Him,  all  will  be  peace,  and  joy,  and  rest. 

m  the  frontier,  when  a  man  goes  out  hunting  he  takes  a 
hatchet  with  him,  and  cuts  off  pieces  from  the  bark  of  the 
trees  as   he  goes  along  through   the  forest ;    this  is  caUed 
blazing  the  way."    He  does  it  that  he  may  know  the  way 
back,  as   there  is   no  pathway  through  these  thick  forests 
C^nst  has  come  down  to  this  earth ;  He  has    «  blazed  the 
Way :     and  now  that  He  has  gone  up  on  high,  if  we  will  but 
follow  Him,  we  shall  be  kept  in  the  right  path.  I  will  tell  you 
how  you  may  know  if  you  are  following  Christ  or  not.     If 
some  one  has  slandered  you,  or  misjudged  you,  do  you  treat 
them  as  your  Master  would  have  done  1    If  you  do  not  bear 
these  things  in  a  loving  and  forgiving  spirit,  all  the  churches 
and  ministers  in  the  worid  cannot  make  you  righi     «  If  any 
man  have  not  the    Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none   of  His." 
(Romans  viii.  9.)    "  If  any  man  be  in  Christ  Jesus  he  is  a  new 
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creature  :  old  things  are  passed  away ;  behold,  all  things  are 
become  new."    (2  Cor.  v.  17.) 

Christ  is  not  only  our  way.  He  is  the  Light  upon  the  way. 
He  says,  "  I  am  the  Light  of  the  world."  (John  viiL  12  ;  ix.  5  ; 
xii.  46.)  He  goes  on  to  say,  "  He  that  followeth  Me  shall  not 
walk  in  darkness,  but  shall  have  the  light  of  life."  It  is  im- 
possible for  any  man  or  woman  who  is  following  Christ  to 
walk  in  darkness.  If  your  soul  is  in  the  darkness,  grop- 
ing around  in  the  fog  and  mist  of  earth,  let  me  tell  you 
it  is  becaube  you  have  got  away  from  the  true  light  There  is 
nothing  but  light  that  will  dispel  darkness.  So  let  those  who 
are  walking  in  spiritual  darkness  admit  Christ  into  their  hearts ; 
He  is  the  Light.  I  call  to  mind  a  picture  of  which  I  used  at 
one  time  to  think  a  good  deal ;  but  now  I  have  come  to  look 
more  closely,  I  would  not  put  it  up  in  my  house  except  I 
turned  the  face  to  the  wall.  It  represents  Christ  as  standing 
at  a  door,  knocking,  and  having  a  big  lantern  in  His  hand. 
Why,  you  might  as  well  hang  up  a  lantern  to  the  sun  as  put 
one  into  Christ's  hand.  He  is  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  ;  and 
it  is  our  privilege  to  walk  in  the  light  of  an  unclouded  sun. 

Many  people  are  hunting  after  light,  and  peace  and  joy. 
We  are  nowhere  told  to  seek  after  these  things.  If  we  admit 
Christ  into  our  hearts  these  'will  all  come  of  themselves.  I 
remem.ber,  when  a  boy,  I  used  to  try  in  vain  to  catch  my 
shadow.  One  day  I  was  walking  with  my  face  to  the  sun ; 
and  as  I  happened  to  look  around  I  saw  that  my  shadow  was 
following  me.  The  faster  I  went  the  faster  my  shadow  fol- 
lowed j  I  could  not  get  away  from  it.  So  when  our  faces  are 
directed  to  the  Sun  of  Highteousness,  the  peace  and  joy  are 
sure  to  come.  4.  man  said  to  me  some  time  ago,  "  Moody, 
how  do  you  fee^  f "  It  was  so  long  since  I  had  thought  about 
my  feelings  I  had  to  stop  and  consider  awhile,  in  order  to  find 
out.     Some  Christians  are  all  the  time  thinking  about  their 
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feelings ;  and  because  they  do  not  feel  just  right  they  think 
tneir  joy  is  all  gone.  If  we  keep  our  faces  towards  Christ,  and 
are  occupied  with  Him,  we  shall  be  lifted  ont  of  the  darkness 
and  the  trouble  that  may  have  gathered  round  our  path. 

I  remember  being  in  a  meeting  after  the  war  of  the  great 
rebellion  broke  out.    The  war  had  been  going  on  for  about  six 
months.    The  army  of  the  North  had  been  defeated  at  Bull 
Kun,  m  fact,  we  had  nothing  but  defeat,  and  it  looked  as 
though  the  republic  was  going  to  pieces.    So  we  were  much 
cast  down  and  discouraged.     At  this  meeting  every  speaker 
for  awhile  seemed  as  if  he  had  hung  his  harp  upon  the  willow  : 
and  It  was  one  of  the  gloomiest  meetings  I  ever  attended. 
J^inally  an  old  man  with  beautiful  white  hair  got  up  to  speak 
and  his  face  literally  shone.     "  Young  men,"  he  said  «  you  do 
not  talk  hke  sons  of  the  King.    Though  it  is  dark  just  here 
remember  it  is  light  somewhere  else."    Then  he  went  on  to 
say  that  if  it  were  dark  aU  over  the  world,  it  was  light  ud 
around  the  Throne. 

He  told  us  he  had  come  from  the  east,  where  a  friend  had 
descnb^d  to  him  how  he  had  been  up  a  mountain  to  spend 
tfie  night  and  see  the  sun  rise.     As  the  party  were  cUmbing  up 
the  mountain,   and  before  they  had  reached  the  summit,  a 
storm  came  on.    This  friend  said  to  the  guide,   "I  will  give 
this  up;  take  me  back."    The  guide  smUed  and  replied,   "I 
thmk  we  shaU  get  above  the  storm  soon."    On  they  went ;  and 
It  was  not  long  before  they  got  v  p  to  where  it  was  as  calm  as 
any  summer  evening.     Down  in  the  valley  a  terrible  storm 
raged;  they  could  hear  the  thunder  roUing,  and  see  the 
lightnmg's  flash ;  but  all  was  serene  on  the  mountain  top. 
"And  so,  my  young  friends,"  continued  the  old  man,  "though 
all  is  dark  around  you,  come  a  Uttle  higher  and  the  darkness 
will  flee  away"    Often  when  I  have  been  incUned  to  get  dis- 
eouraged,  I  have  thought  of  what  he  said.    Now  if  you  are 
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down  in  the  valley  amidst  the  thick  fog  and  the  darkness,  get 
a  little  higher ;  get  nearer  to  Christ,  and  know  more  of  Him. 

You  remember  the  Bible  says,  that  when  Christ  expired  on 
the  cross,  the  light  of  the  world  was  put  out.  God  sent  His 
Son  to  be  the  light  of  the  world ;  but  men  did  not  love  the 
light  because  it  reproved  them  of  their  sins.  When  they  were 
about  to  put  out  this  light,  what  did  Christ  say  to  His  disciples  1 
"  Ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  Me."  (Acts  i.  8.)  He  has  gone 
up  yonder  to  intercede  for  us  ;  but  He  wants  us  to  shine  for 
Him  down  here.  "  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world."  (Matt.  v. 
14.)  So  our  work  is  to  shine;  not  to  blow  our  own  trumpet 
Bo  that  people  may  look  at  us.  What  we  want  to  do  is  to  show 
forth  Christ.  If  we  have  any  light  at  all  it  is  borrowed  light. 
Some  one  said  to  a  young  Christian :  "  Converted  !  it  is  all 
moonshine  ! "  Said  he  :  "I  thank  you  for  the  illustration  ; 
the  moon  borrows  its  light  from  the  sun  j  and  we  borrow  ours 
from  the  Sun  of  Bighteousness."  If  we  are  Christ's,  we  are 
here  to  shine  for  Him :  by  and  by  He  will  call  us  home  to  our 
reward. 

I  remember  hearing  of  a  blind  man  who  sat  by  the  way- 
side with  a  lantern  near  him.  When  he  was  asked  what  he 
had  a  lantern  for,  as  he  could  not  see  the  light,  he  said  it  was 
that  people  should  not  stumble  over  him.  I  believe  more 
people  stumble  over  the  inconsistencies  of  professed  Chris- 
tians than  from  any  other  cause.  What  is  doing  more  harm 
to  the  cause  of  Christ  than  all  the  scepticism  in  the  world  is 
this  cold,  dead  formalism,  this  conformity  to  the  world,  this 
professing  what  we  do  not  possess.  The  eyes  of  the  world  are 
upon  us.  I  think  it  was  George  Fox  who  said  every  Quaker 
ought  to  light  up  the  country  for  ten  miles  around  him.  If 
we  were  all  brightly  shining  for  the  Master,  those  about  us 
v/)rji(j  goon  Ko  reached,  and  there  would  be  a  shout  of  nraiae 
going  to  heaven. 
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People  My :  "  I  waot  to  know  what  »  the  truth."    Luten  • 

I  AM  THE  TRUTH,"  My,  Chri,t     (John  «v.  5.)     If  yon  Want 

to  know  what  the  truth  «,  get  acquainted  with  Christ     Peo- 

pie  also  complain  that  they  have  not  life.     Many  are  trying 

.0  g.ve  then.«lv«  spiritual  lif.      You  may  galvanize  7o»"* 

elT     H  f'''f'^'"°^y  *■"»  yo-^'lves.  so  to  speak ;  bul  the 
effect  wUl  not  las  tveo-  long.      Christ  alone  is  the  iuthor  of 

M.„„  :  T  T°  ''*™  "**  'P'"'""'  "f"'  ««'  to  know  Christ 
Many  try  ^  st,r  up  spiritual  life  by  going  to  meetings.     That 

nay  be  well  enough;  but  it  will  be  of  no  use,  unless  they  get 
mto  contact  with  the  living  Christ  Then  their  spiritual  life 
wUl  not  be  a  spasmodic  thing,  but  will  be  perpetud  ;  flow  n« 
on  and  on,  and  bringing  forth  fruit  to  God.  * 

Then  Christ  is  our  Keeper.     A  great  many  young  disci- 

Israel  shall  neither  slumber  nor  sleep."    (Psalm  ckI    4  )    if 
«  the  work  of.  Christ  to  keep  us  ;  Ld  il  He  k:ru.    he" 

W  ,"«  "? '''"'8»'  f  »«  '■••li-8-     I  appose  if  Queen  Victoria 
had  to  take  care  of  the  Crown  of  England,  some  thief  might 
attempt  to  get  access  to  it ,  but  it  is  put  away  in  the  Tower  of 
London,  and  guarded  night  and  day  by  soldiers.    The  whole 
English  army  would,  if  necessary,  be  called  out  to  protect  it 
And  we  have  no  strength  in  ourselvea     We  are  no  match  for 
batan  ;  he  has  had  six  thousand  years'  experience.     But  then 
we  remember  that  the  One  who  neither  slumbe«  nor  sleeps  i, 
our  keeper.     In  Isaiah  xR  10,  we  read,  "  Fear  thou  not,  for  I 
m  with  thee;  be  not  dismayed,  for  I  am  thy  God;  I  wiU 
etrengthen  thee;  yea.  I  will  help  thee;  yea,  I  wUl  uphold  thee 
with  the  right  hand  of  My  righteousness."     In  Jude  aT 
Te«e  24,  we  are  told  that  He  is  "able  to  keep  us  from  falliug.» 
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But  Christ  is  something  more.  He  is  our  Shepherd.  It 
is  the  work  of  the  shepherd  to  care  for  the  sheep,  to  feed  them 
and  protect  them.  "  I  am  the  Good  Shepherd ;"  "  My  sheep 
hear  u,/  voice."  "  I  lay  down  My  life  for  the  sheep."  In  that 
wonderful  tenth  chapter  of  John,  Christ  uses  the  personal  pro- 
noun no  less  than  twenty-eight  times,  in  declaring  what  He  is 
and  what  He  will  do.  In  verse  28  He  says,  "  They  shall  never 
perish ;  neither  shall  any  [man]  pluck  them  out  of  My  hand." 
But  notice  the  word  "  man  "  is  in  italics.  See  how  the  verse 
really  reads :  "  Neither  shall  ANY  pluck  them  out  of  My 
hand  " — no  devil  or  man  shall  be  able  to  do  it.  In  another 
place  the  Scripture  declares,  "  Your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in 
God.''     (Col.  iii.  8.)    How  safe  and  how  secure  ! 

Christ  says,  "  My  sheep  hear  My  voice  .  .  .  and  they  follow 
Me."  (John  x.  27.)  A  gentleman  in  the  East  heard  of  a 
shepherd  who  could  call  all  his  sheep  to  him  by  name.  He 
went  and  asked  if  this  was  true.  The  shepherd  took  him  to 
the  pasture  where  they  were,  and  called  one  of  them  by  some 
name.  One  sheep  looked  up  and  answered  the  call,  while  the 
others  went  on  feeding  and  paid  no  attention.  In  the  same 
way  he  called  about  a  dozen  of  the  sheep  around  him.  The 
stranger  said,  "  How  do  you  know  one  from  the  other  ?  They 
all  look  perfectly  alike."  "Well,"  said  he,  "you  see  that 
sheep  toes  in  a  little  ;  that  other  one  has  a  squint ;  one  has  a 
little  piece  of  wool  off ;  another  has  a  black  spot;  and  another 
has  a  piece  out  of  its  ear."  The  man  knew  all  his  sheep  by 
their  failings,  for  he  had  not  a  perfect  one  in  the  whole  flock. 
I  suppose  onr  Shepherd  knows  us  in  the  same  way. 

An  Eastern  shepherd  was  once  telling  a  gentleman  that  his 
sheep  knew  his  voice,  and  that  no  stranger  could  deceive  them. 
The  gentleman  thought  he  would  like  to  put  the  statement  to 
the  test.  So  he  put  on  the  shepherd's  frock  and  turban,  and 
took  his  staff  and  went  to  the  flock.     He  disguised  hin  voice, 
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and  tnea'  to  speak  as  much  like  the  shepherd  a«  he  could  ;  but 
he  could  not  get  a  single  sheep  in  the  flock  to  follow  him.     He 
asked  the  shepherd  if  his  sheep  never  followed  a  stranger.     He 
was  obliged  to  admit  that  if  a  sheep  got  sickly  it  would  follow 
any  one.     So  it  is  with  a  good   many  professed  Christians ; 
when  they  get  sickly  and  weak  in  the  faith,  they  wUi  follow 
any  teacher  that  comes  along  ;  but  when  the  soul  is  in  health, 
a  man  will  not  be  carried  away  by  errors  and  heresies.     He  will 
know  whetlier  the  "  voice"  speaks  the  truth  or  not.     He  can 
soon  tell  that,  if  he  is  really  in  communion  with  God.       When 
God  sends  a  true  messenger  hU  words  will  find  a  ready  response 
w  the  Christian  heart 

Christ  is  a  tender  Shepherd.  You  may  sometime  think 
He  has  not  been  a  very  tender  Shepherd  to  you  ;  you  are  pass- 
ing under  the  rod.  It  is  written,  "  Whom  the.  Lord  loveth  He 
chasteneth    and  scourgeth  every  son  whom  He  receiveth.- 

;k  !  Vif  "*    ]  **  ^^"  *^®  P*^^"g  "'^^er  the  rod  is  no  proof 

that  Christ  does  not  love  you.     A  friend  of  mine  lost  all  his 
children.     No  man  could  ever  have  loved  his  family  more: 
but  the  scarlet  fever  took  one  by  one  away ;  and  so  the  whole 
four  or  five,  one  after  another  died.     The  poor  stricken  parents 
went  over  to  Great  Britain,  and  wandered  from  one  place  to 
another,  there  and  on  the  continent     At  length  tL      (,  uixl 
their  way  to  Syria.     One  day  they  «aw  an  Eastern  .-.  .    i 
come  down  to  a  stream,  and  call  his  flock  to  cross.    in«  sheep 
came  down  to  the  brink,  and  looked  at  the  water;  but  they 
seemed  to  shrink  from  it,  and  he  could  not  get  them  to  respond 
to  his  c:  ^     He  then  took  a  little  lamb,  put  it  under  one  arm  : 
hetooka;.  <'c:   'amb  and  put  it  under  the  other  arm,  and 
thus  pas..:,,  .^    >o  t^-3  stream.     The  old  sheep  no  longer  stood 
lookmg  at  im  ^a^r;  they    lunged  in  after  the  shepherd  :  and 
in  a  few  mmute^  the  whole  flock  was  on  the  other  sid«  •  and 
he  led  them  away  to  newer  and  fresher  pastures.       The  be- 
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reaved father  and  mother,  as  they  looked  on  the  scene,  felt 
that  i.;  tniight  them  a  lesson.  They  no  longer  murmured  be- 
caufie  iuL  Great  Shepherd  had  taken  their  lambs  one  by  one 
into  yonder  world ;  and  they  began  to  look  up  and  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  they  would  follow  the  loved  ones  they 
had  lost  If  you  have  loved  ones  gone  before,  remember  that 
your  Shepherd  is  calling  you  to  "set  your  affections  on  things 
above."  (Col.  iiL  2.)  Let  us  be  faithful  to  Him,  and  follow 
Him,  while  we  remain  in  this  world.  And  if  you  have  not 
taken  Him  for  your  Shepherd,  do  so  this  very  day. 

Christ  is  not  only  all  these  things  that  I  have  aientioned  : 
He  is  also  our  Mediator,  our  Sanctifier,  our  Justifier,  in  fact  it 
world  take  volumes  to  tell  what  He  desires  to  be  to  every  indi- 
vidual soul.  While  looking  through  some  papers  I  once  read 
this  wonderfnl  description  of  Christ.  I  do  not  know  where 
it  originally  came  from ;  but  it  was  so  fresh  to  my  soul  that  I 
should  like  to  give  it  to  you  ;-~ 

"  Christ  is  our  Way  ;  we  walk  with  Him.  He  is  our  Truth  j 
we  embrace  Him.  He  is  our  Life ;  we  live  in  Him.  He  is 
our  Lord  ;  we  choose  Him  to  rule  over  us.  He  is  our  Master  ; 
we  serve  Him.  He  is  our  Teacher,  instructing  us  in  the  way 
of  salvation.  He  is  our  Prophet,  pointing  out  the  future. 
Ho  is  our  Priest,  having  atoned  for  us.  He  is  our  Advocate, 
ever  living  to  make  intercession  for  us.  He  is  our  Saviour, 
saving  to  the  uttermost  He  is  our  root ,  we  grow  from  Him. 
He  is  our  Bread  ;  we  feed  upon  Him.  He  is  our  Shepherd, 
leading  us  into  green  pastures.  He  is  our  true  Vine;  we 
abide  in  Him.  He  is  the  Water  of  Life;  we  slake  our  thirst 
from  Him.  He  is  the  fairest  among  ten  thousand;  we  ad- 
mire  Him  above  aU  others.  He  is  '  the  brightness  of  the 
Father's  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  His  person ; '  we 
strive  to  reSeet  His  likeness.  He  is  the  upholder  of  all  things ; 
we  rest  upon  Him.     He  is  our  wisdom ;  we  are  guided  by 


Him.    He  is  our  Righteousness ;  we  cast  all  our  imperfections 
upon  Him.     He  is  our  Sanctification ;  we  draw  all  our  power 
for  holy  life  from  Him.     He  is  our  Redemption,  redeeming  us 
from  all  iniquity.     He  is  our  Healer,  curing  all  our  diseases. 
He  is  our  Friend,  relieving  us  in  all  our  necessities.     He  is  our 
Brother,  cheering  us  in  our  difficulties." 
Here  is  another  beautiful  extract :  it  is  from  Gottbold : 
"  For  my  part,  my  soul  is  like  a  hungry  and  thirsty  ohild ; 
and  I  need  His  love  and  consolation  for  my  refreshment.     I  am 
a  wandering  and  lost  sheep  ;  and  I  need  Him  as  a  good  and 
faithful  shepherd.     My  soul  is  like  a  frightened  dove  pursued 
by  the  hawk ;  and  need  His  wounds  for  a  refuge.     I  am  a  fee* 
ble  vine ;  and  I  need  His  cross  to  lay  hold  of,  and  to  wind 
myself  about.    I  am  a  sinner,  and  need  His  righteousness.     J 
am  naked  and  bare !  and  I  need  His  holiness  and  innocence  for 
a  covering.     I  am  ignorant ;  and  I  need  His  teaching ;  simple 
and  foolish ;  and  I  need  the  guidance  of  His  Holy  Spirit.     In 
no  situation,  and  at  no  time,  can  I  do  without  Him.    Do  I 
pray  9    He  must  prompt,    and  intercede  for  me.    Am  I  ar- 
raigned by  Satan  at  the  Divine  tribunal  1    He  must  be  my 
Advocate.    Am  I  in  affliction  1    He  must  be  my  Helper.     Am 
I  persecuted  by  the  world  1    He  must  defend  me.    When  I 
am  forsaken,  He  must  be  my  Support ',  when  I  am  dying,  my 
life ;  when  mouldering  in  the  grave,  my  Resurrection.    Well, 
then,  I  will  rather  part  with  all  the  world,  and  all  that  it  con- 
tains, then  with  Thee,  my  Saviour.     And,  God  be  thanked,  I 
know  that  Thou,  too,  art  neither  able  nor  willing  to  do  without 
ma     Thou  art  rich ;  and  I  am  poor.     Thou  hast  abundance  ; 
and  I  am  needy.     Thou  hast  righteousness ;  and  I  sins.     Thou 
hast  wine  and  oil ;  and  I  wounds.     Thou  hast   cordials  and 
refreshments  j  and  I  hunger  and  thire-t. 

"  Use  me  then,  my  Saviour,  for  whatever  purpose,  and  in 
whatever  way,  Thou  mayest  require.     Here  is  my  poor  heart, 
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an  empty  vessel ;  fill  it  with  Thy  grace.  Here  is  my  sinful 
and  troubled  soul ;  quicken  and  refresh  it  with  Thy  love. 
Take  my  heart  for  Thine  abode ;  my  mouth  to  spread  the  glory 
of  Thy  name;  my  love  and  aU  my  powers,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  Thy  believing  people  j  and  never  suflfer  the  steadfast- 
ness  and  confidence  of  my  faith  to  abate— that  so  at  all  times 
I  may  be  enabled  from  the  heart  to  say,  '  Jesus  needs  me,  and 
I  Him ;  and  so  we  suit  each  other,'  **  -^ 


':,  and  in 
or  heart, 
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chapter;^ix. 
backsliding. 

will  heal  theirSbaolcBlldlug ;  I  will  love  them  freely :  for  Mine  anger  li  turned 
away  from  him. "— Hoska  xiv.  4. 

(HERE  are  two  kinds  of  backsliders.  Some  have 
never  been  converted  :  they  have  gone  through  the 
form  of  joining  a  Christian  community  and  claim 
to  be  backsliders ;  but  they  never  have,  if  I  must 
use  the  expression,  "  slid  forward."  They  may  talk  of  back- 
sliding ;  but  they  have  never  really  been  born  again.  They 
need  to  be  treated  differently  from  real  backsliders — those 
who  have  been  born  of  the  incorruptible  seed,  but  who  have 
turned  aside.  We  want  to  bring  the  latter  back  the  same  road 
by  which  they  left  their  first  love. 

Turn  to  Psalm  Ixxxv.  5.  There  you  read  :  "  Wilt  Thou 
be  angry  with  us  for  ever  1  wilt  Thou  draw  out  Thine  anger 
to  all  generations  1  wilt  Thou  not  revive  us  again  :  that  Thy 
people  may  rejoice  in  Thee  ?  Show  us  Thy  mercy,  O  Lord ; 
and  grant  us  Thy  salvation."  Now  look  again  :  "  /  will  hear 
what  God  the  Lord  will  speak :  for  He  will  speak  peace  unto  His 
people,  and  to  his  saints;  but  let  them  not  turn  again  to 
folly  "  (verse  8). 

There  is  nothing  that  will  do  backsliders  so  much  good  as 
to  come  in  contact  with  the  Word  of  God  ;  and  for  them  the. 
Old  Testament  is  as  full  of  help  as  the  New.  The  book  of 
Jeremiah  has  some  wonderful  passages  for  wanderers.  What 
we  want  to  do  is  to  get  backsliders  to  hear  what  God  the  Low 
will  say. 
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Look  for  a  moment  at  Jeremiah  vi.  10.     «  To  whom  shall  I 
speak,  and  give  warning,  that  they  may  hear?  behold,-  their 
ear  is  uncircumcised,  and  they  cannot  hearken :  behold   the 
word  of  the  Lord  is  unto  them  a  reproach;  they  have  no  de- 
light in  It"    That  is  the  condition  of  backsliders.    They  have 
no  delight  whatever  in  the  word  of  God.    But  we  want  to 
bring  them  back,  and  let  God  get  their  ear.    Read  from  the 
14th  verse :  «  They  have  healed  also  the  hurt  of  the  daughter 
of  My  people  slightly,  saying,  Peace,  peace;  when  there  is  no 
peace.     Were  they  ashamed  when  they  had  commited  abom- 
ination  ?  nay,  they  were  not  at  all  ashamed,  neither  could  they 
blush :  therefore  they  shall  fall  among  them  that  faU :  at  the 
time  that  r  visit  them  they  shall  be  cast  down,  saith  the  Lord. 
Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Stand  ye  in  the  ways,  and  see,  and  ask 
for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good  way,  and  walk  therein  • 
and  ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls;    But  they  said,  we  will 
not  walk  therein.     Also  I  set  a  watchman  over  you,  saying 
Hearken  to  the  sound  of  the  trumpet.    But  they  said  We  w5l 
not  hearken."  ' 

That  was  the  condition  of  the  Jews  when  they  had  back- 
slidden. They  had  turned  away  from  the  old  paths.  And 
that  IS  the  condition  of  backsliders.  They  have  got  away  from 
the  good  old  book.  Adam  and  Eve  fell  by  not  hearkening  to 
the  word  of  Ged.  They  did  not  believe  God's  word ;  but  they 
believed  the  tempter.  That  is  the  way  backsliders  fall-bv 
turning  away  from  the  word  of  God. 

In  Jeremiah  ii.  we  find  God  pleading  with  them  as  a  father 
would  plead  with  a  son.  «  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  What  iniquity 
have  your  fathers  found  in  Me,  that  they  are  gone  from  Me,  and 
have  walked  after  vanity,  and  are  become  vain  ?  .  .  Where 
fore  I  will  yet  plead  with  you,  saith  the  Lord  :  and  with  — r 
children's  children  will  I  plead.  ...  For  my  people  have  c^;. 
mitted  two  evils:  they  have  forsaken  Me,  the  Fountain  of 
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living  waters ;  and  hewed  them  out  cisterns,  broken  cisterns, 
that  can  hold  no  water. 

Now  there  is  one  thing  to  which  we  wish  to  call  the  atten. 
tion  of  backsliders;  and  that  is,  that  the  Lord  never  forsook 
them ;  but  that  they  forsook  Him  !  The  Lord  never  left  them ; 
but  they  left  Him  I  And  this,  too,  without  any  cause  !  He 
says :  "  What  iniquity  have  your  fathers  found  in  Me,  that 
they  have  gone  far  from  Me 'i "  Is  not  God  the  same  today 
as  when  you  came  to  Him  first  1  Has  God  changed  1  Men  are 
apt  to  think  that  God  is  changed ;  but  the  fault  is  with  them. 
Backslider,  I  would  ask  you,  "  What  iniquity  is  there  in  God, 
that  yo«  have  left  Him  and  gone  far  from  Him  1"  Yon  have. 
He  says,  hewed  out  to  yourselves  broken  cisterns  that  hold  no 
water.  The  world  cannot  satisfy  the  new  nature.  No  earthly 
well  can  satisfy  the  soul  that  has  become  a  partaker  of  the 
heavenly  nature.  Honour,  wealth,  and  the  pleasures  of  this 
world,  will  not  satisfy  those  who,  having  tasted  the  water  of 
life,  have  gone  astray,  seeking  refreshment  at  the  world's 
fountains.     Earthly  wells  will  get  dry.    They  cannot  quench 

spiritual  thirst 

Again:  in  the  32nd  verse.  "  Can  a  maid  forget  her  orna- 
ments, or  a  bride  her  attire  1  yet  my  people  have  forgotten  Me, 
days  without  number."  That  is  the  charge  which  God  brings 
against  the  backslider.  They  "have  forgotten  Me,  days  with- 
out  number." 

I  have  often  startled  young  ladies  when  I  have  said  to  them, 
"  My  friend,  you  think  more  of  your  ear-rings  than  of  the  Lord." 
The  reply  has  been,  "No,  I  do  not."  But  when  I  have  asked, 
"  Would  you  not  be  troubled  if  you  lost  one  ?  and  would  you 
not  set  about  seeking  for  it  1 "  the  answer  has  been,  "  Well,  yes, 
I  think  I  should."  But  though  they  had  turned  from  the  Lord, 
it  did  not  give  them  any  trouble;  nor  did  they  seek  after  Him 
that  they  might  find  Him.  ^ 
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How  many  once  in  fellowship  and  in  daily  communion  with 
the  Lord  now  think  more  of  their  dresses  and  ornaments  than 
of  their  precious  souls !  Love  does  not  like  to  be  forgotten. 
Mothers  would  have  broken  hearts  if  their  children  left  them, 
and  never  wrote  a  word  or  sent  any  memento  of  their  affec- 
tion ;  and  God  pleads  over  backsliders  as  a  parent  over  loved 
ones  who  have  gone  astray.  He  tries  to  woo  them  back.  He 
asks:  "What  have  I  done  that  you  should  have  forsaken 
Mel" 

The  most  tender  and  loving  words  to  be  found  in  the  whole 
of  the  Bible  are  from  Jehovah  to  those  who  have  left  Him 
without  a  cause  (Jer.  ii.  19). 

Hear  how  He  argues  with  such :  (Jer.  xi.  19)  "  Thine 
own  wickedness  shall  correct  thee,  and  thy  backslidings  shall 
reprove  thee ;  know  therefore  and  see  that  it  is  an  evil  thing 
and  bitter,  that  thou  hast  forsaken  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  that 
My  fear  is  not  in  theo,  saith  the  Lord  God  of  hosts." 

I  do  not  exaggerate  when  I  say  that  I  have  seen  hundreds 
of  backsliders  come  back ;  and  I  have  asked  them  if  they  have 
not  found  it  an  evil  and  a  bitter  thing  to  leave  the  Lord. 
You  cannot  find  a  real  backslider,  who  has  known  the  Lord, 
but  will  admit  that  it  is  an  evil  and  a  bitter  thing  to  turn  away 
from  Him  ;  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  one  verse  more  used  to 
bring  back  wanderers  than  that  very  one.  May  it  bring  you 
back  if  you  have  wandered  into  the  far  country. 

Look  at  Lot.  Did  not  he  find  it  an  evil  and  a  bitter  thing  ] 
He  was  twenty  years  in  Sodom,  and  never  made  a  convert. 
He  got  on  well  in  the  sight  of  the  world.  Men  would  have 
told  you  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  influential  and  worthy 
men  in  all  Sodom.  But  alas  I  alas  !  he  ruined  his  family.  And 
it  is  a  pitiful  sight  to  see  that  old  backslider  going  through  the 

RtrHAtfl  of  SnrloiP  a*"-  iT^'f^ni^hl;    «<'*^r   h'^  h — a A    i---    -i-iij 

ren,  and  they  have  turned  a  deaf  ear. 
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I  have  never  known  a  man  and  his  wife  backslide,  without 
its  proving  utter  ruin  to  their  children.  They  will  make  a 
mockery  of  religion  and  will  deride  their  parents :  "  Thine 
own  wickedness  shall  correct  thee ;  and  thy  backsliding  shall 
reprove  thee  ! "  Did  not  David  find  it  so  ?  Mark  him,  crying, 
"  O  my  son  Absalom,  my  son,  my  son  Absalom  I  would  God  I 
had  died  for  thee  ;  O  Absalom,  my  son,  my  son  ! "  I  think  it 
was  the  ruin,  rather  then  the  death  of  his  son  that  caused  this 
anguish.  ^ 

I  remember  being  engaged  in  conversation  some  years  ago, 
till  past  midnight,  with  an  old  man.  He  had  been  for  years 
wandering  on  the  barren  mountains  of  sin.  That  night  he 
wanted  to  get  back.  We  prayed,  and  prayed,  and  prayed,  till 
light  broke  in  upon  him ;  and  he  went  away  rejoicing.  The 
next  night  he  sat  in  front  of  me  when  I  was  preaching,  and  I 
think  that  I  never  saw  any  one  look  so  sad  and  wretched  in  all 
my  life.  He  followed  me  into  the  inquiry  room.  "  What  is 
the  trouble  1 "  I  asked.  "  Is  your  eye  off  the  Saviour  1  Have 
your  doubts  come  back  1 "  **  No  it  is  not  that,"  he  said.  "  I 
did  not  go  to  business,  but  spent  all  this  day  in  visiting  my 
children.  Thty  are  all  married  and  in  this  city.  I  went  from 
house  to  house,  but  there  was  not  one  but  mocked  me.  It  is 
the  darkest  day  of  my  life.  I  have  woke  up  to  what  I  have 
done.  I  have  taken  my  children  into  the  world ;  and  now  I 
cannot  get  them  out."  The  Lord  had  restored  unto  him  the 
joy  of  His  salvation  ;  yet  there  was  the  bitter  consequence  of 
his  transgression.  You  can  run  through  your  experience ;  and 
you  can  find  just  such  instances  repeated  again  and  again. 
Many  who  came  to  your  city  years  ago  serving  God,  in  their 
prosperity  have  forgotten  Him  :  and  where  are  their  sons  and 
daughters  1  Show  me  the  father  and  mother  who  have  deserted 
the  Lord  and  &rone  back  to  the  besr^arlv  elements  of  the  world  : 
and  T  am  mistaken  if  their  children  are  not  on  the  high  road 
to  rum. 
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As  we  desire  to  be  faithful,  we  warn  these  backsliders.  It  is 
a  sign  of  love  to  warn  of  danger;  We  may  be  looked  upon  as 
enemies  for  a  while ;  but  the  truest  friends  are  those  who  lift  up 
the  voice  of  warning.  Israel  had  no  truer  friend  than  Moses. 
In  Jeremiah  God  gave  His  people  a  weeping  prophet  to  bring 
them  back  to  Him  j  but  they  cast  off  God.  They  forgot  the  God 
who  brought  them  out  of  Egypt,  and  who  led  them  through 
the  desert  into  the  promised  land.  In  their  prosperity  they 
forget  Him  and  turned  away.  The  Lord  had  told  them  what 
would  happen.  (Deut.  xxviiL)  And  see  what  did  happen. 
The  king  who  made  light  of  the  word  of  God  was  taken  captive 
by  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  his  children  brought  up  in  front  of 
him  and  every  one  slain  :  his  eyes  were  put  out  of  his  head  ; 
and  he  was  bound  in  fetters  of  brass  and  cast  into  a  dungeon 
in  Babylon.  (2  Kings  xxv.  7.)  That  is  the  way  he  reaped 
what  he  had  sown.  Surely  it  is  an  evil  and  a  bitter  thing  to 
backslide,  but  the  Lord  would  win  you  back  with  the  message 
of  His  Work. 

In  Jeremiah  viii.  5  we  read  :  "  Why  then  is  this  people  of 
Jerusalem  slidden  by  a  perpetual  backsliding  1  They  hold  fast 
deceit ;  they  refuse  to  return"  That  is  what  the  Lord  brings 
against  them.  "They  refuse  to  return."  "  I  hearkened  and 
hbitrd  ;  but  they  spake  not  aright :  no  man  repented  him  of 
his  wickedness,  saying,  What  have  I  done  t  Every  one  turned 
to  his  course,  as  the  horse  rusheth  into  the  battle.  Yea  the 
stork  in  the  heaven  knoweth  her  appointed  times ;  and  the 
turtle  and  the  crane  and  the  swallow  observe  the  time  of  their 
coming;  but  My  people  know  not  the  judgment  of  the  Lord." 

Now  look  :  "  I  hearkened  and  heard ;  but  they  spake  not 
aright."  No  family  altar  1  No  reading  the  Bible  1  No  closet 
devotion  I  God  stops  to  hear ;  but  His  people  have  turned 
away  !  If  there  be  a  penitent  backslider,  one  who  is  anxious 
for  pardon  and  restoration,  you  will  find  no  words  more  tender 
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J.,,  than  are  to  be  found   Jeremiah  iii.  12  :    '«  Go,  and  proclaim 

these  words  toward  the  north,  and  say,  Return,  thou  backslid. 

ing  Israel,  saith  the  Lord  ;  and  I  will  not  cause  Mine  anger  to 

fall  upon  you  :  for  I  am  merciful,  saith  the  Lord  ;  and  I  will 

not  keep  anger  forever."     Now  notice  :    "  Only  acknowledge 

hnie  iniquity,  that  thou  hast  transgressed  against  the  Lord 

thy  God,  and  has  scattered  thy  ways  to  the  stranger  under 

every  green  tree,  and  ye  have  not  obeyed  My  voice,  saith  the 

Lord.    Turn  O  backsliding  children,  saith  the  Lord  j  for  I 

am  married  unto  you  "—think  of  God  coming  and  saying     "  2 

am  married  unto  you  /-and  I  will  take  you  one  of  a  city,  and 

two  of  a  family,  and  I  wiU  bring  you  to  Zion." 

"Only  acknowledge  thine  iniquity."  How  many  times 
have  I  held  that  passage  up  to  a  backslider  I  «  Acknowledge  » 
It ;  and  God  says  I  will  forgive  you.  I  remember  a  man  ask- 
ing,  *  Who  said  that  ?  Is  that  there  % "  And  I  held  up  to  him 
the  passage,  "  Only  acknowledge  thine  iniquity  ; »  and  the  man 
went  down  on  his  knees,  and  cried,  "My  God,  I  have  sinned :" 
and  the  Lord  restored  him  there  and  then.  If  you  have  wan- 
dered.  He  wants  you  to  come  back. 

He  says  in  another  place,  "O  Ephraim,  what  shall  I  do 
unto  thee  ?  Oh  Judah,  what  shall  I  do  unto  the  ]  for  your 
goodness  is  as  a  morning  cloud,  and  as  the  early  dew  it  goeth 
away  "  (Hosea  vi.  4).  His  compassion  and  His  love  is  won- 
derful ! 

In  Jeremiah  iii.  22 ;  «  Return,  ye  backsliding  children,  and 
I  will  heal  your  backslidings.     Behold,  we  come  unto  Thee  • 
Thou  art  the  Lord  our  God."     He  just  puts  words  into  the 
mouth  of  the  backslider.     Only  come;  and,  if  you  will  come 
He  will  receive  you  graciously  and  love  you  freely. 

In  Hosea  xiv.  1,  2,  4  :  «  O  Israel,  return  unto  the  Lord  thy 
God;  for  thou  hast  fallen  by  thine  iniquity.  Take  with  vou 
words,  and  turn  to  the  Lord  (He  puts  words  into  your  mouth)- 
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aay  unto  Him,  Take  away  all  iniquity,  and  receive  us  graci- 
ous y:  so  will  we  render  the  calves  of  our  lips  .  .  .  i^iu 
hea^  their  backsliding,  I  love  them  freely,  for  Mine  anger  is 
turned  away  from  him."  Just  observe  that.  Turn  !  tL  / 1 
Turn  ! ! !  rings  all  through  these  passages. 

Now,  If  you  have  wandered,  remember  that  you  left   Him 
and  no   He  you.    You  have  to  get  out  of  the  backslider's  pit 
just  in  the  same  way  you  got  in.     And  if  you  take  the  same 
road  as  when  you  left  the  Master  you  will  find  Him  now,  just 
where  you  are.  *  •* 

nJT'^'o*^*''**^^"''^  any  earthly  friend  we  should 
never  leave  Him ;  and  there  would  never  bo  a  backslider.  If  I 
were  ma  town  for  a  single  week  I  should  not  think  of  going 
away  without  shaking  hands  with  the  friends  I  had  made?  and 
^ying  «  Good  bye  "  to  them.  I  should  be  justly  blamed  if  I 
took  the  tram  and  left  without  saying  a  word  to  any  one.  The 

7.  rfr'r  ':^'**'^  '^^  "'^"«''"     ^^^  ^^  ^-  -er  hear 
of  a  backslider  bidding  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  "Good   bye"- 

going  into  his  closet  and  saying  -Lord  Jesus,  I  have  known 
Thee  ten,  twenty,  or  thirty  years :  but  I  am  tired  of  Thy  ser- 
vice ;  Thy  yoke  is  not  easy,  nor  Thy  burden  light;  so  I  am 
going  back  to  the  world,  to  the  flesh  pots  of  Egypt.    Good  bye. 
Lord  Jesus  !  Farewell  "  1  Did  you  ever  hear  that  1     No ;  you 
never  did    and  you  never  will.    I  tell  you,  if  you  get  into  the 
closet  and  shut  out  the  world  and  hold  communion  with  the 
Master  you  cannot  leave  Him.     The  language  of  your  heart 
will  be,  "  To  whom  shall  we  go,"  but  unto  Thee  1    «  Thou  hast 
the  words  of  eternal  life"  (John  vi.  68).    You  could  not  go 
back  to  the  world  if  you  treated  Him  in  th.i   way.      But  you 
left  Him  and  ran  away.     You  have  forgotten  Him  days  with- 
out  number     Come  back  today ;  just  as  you  are  !      Make  up 
your  mind  that  you  wHI  not  rest  until  God  has  restored  unto 
you  the  joy  of  His  salvation. 
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A  gentleman  in  Cornwall  once  met  a  Christian  in  the  street 
■/horn  he  knew  to  be  a  backslider.  He  want  up  to  him,  and 
said :  "  Tell  me,  is  there  not  some  estrangement  between  you 
and  the  Lord  Jesus  ? "  The  man  hung  his  head,  and  said, 
"Yes."  "  Well,"  said  the  gentleman,  "  what  has  He  done  to 
you  1 "    The  answer  to  which  was  a  flood  of  tearSo 

In  Revelation ii. 4,  5,  we  read:  "Nevertheless  I  have  some- 
what against  thee,  because  thou  hast  left  thy  first  love.  B^;- 
member  therefore  from  whence  thou  art  fallen ;  and  repent, 
and  do  the  first  works:  or  else  I  will  come  unto  thee  quickly, 
and  will  remove  thy  candlestick  out  of  liis  place,  except  thou 
repent."  I  want  to  guard  you  against  a  mistake  which  some 
people  make  with  regard  to  "doing  the  first  works."  Many 
think  that  they  are  to  have  the  same  experience.'  over  again. 
That  has  kept  thousands  for  months  without  peace ;  because 
they  have  been  waiting  for  a  renewal  of  their  first  experience. 
You  will  never  have  the  same  experience  as  when  you  first 
came  to  the  Lord.  God  never  repeats  himselE  No  two  people 
of  all  earth's  millions  look  alike  or  think  alike.  You  may  say 
that  you  cannot  tell  two  people  apart ;  but  when  you  get  well 
acquainted  with  them  you  can  very  quickly  distinguish  differ- 
ences. So,  no  one  person  will  have  the  same  experience  a 
second  time.  If  God  will  restore  His  joy  to  your  soul  let  Him 
do  it  in  His  way.  Do  not  mark  out  a  way  for  God  to  bless 
you.  Do  not  expect  the  same  experience  that  you  had  two  or 
twenty  years  ago.  You  will  have  a  fresh  experience,  and  God 
will  deal  with  you  in  His  own  way.  If  you  confess  your  sins 
and  tell  Him  that  you  have  wandered  from  the  path  of  His 
commandments  He  will  restore  unto  you  the  joy  of  His 
salvation. 

I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  Peter 
fell ;  and  I  think  that  nearly  all  fall  pretty  much  in  the  same 
way.     I  want  to  lift  up  a  warning  note  to  those  who  have  not 
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fallen.    "  Let  him  that  thinketh  he  standeth,  take  heed  lest  he 
fall"    (1  Cor.  X.  12).   Twenty-five  years  ago— and  for  tlie  first 
five  years  after  I  was  converted— I  used  to  think  that  if  I  were 
able   to  stand  for  twenty  years  I  need  fear  no  fall.     But  the 
nearer  you  get  to  the  Cross  the  fiercer  the  battle.     Satan  aims 
high.    He  went  amongst  the  twelve  ;    and  singled  out  the 
Treasurer— Judas    Iscariot,    and   the    Chief  Apostle— Peter. 
Mosi  men  who  have  fallen  have  done  so  on  the  strongest  side 
of  their  character.     I  am  told  that  the  only  side  upon  which 
Edinburgh   Castle  was   successfully  assailed   was  where    the 
rocks  were  steepest,   and  where    the  garrison  thought  them- 
selves secure.     If  any  man  thinks  that  he  is  strong  enough  to 
resist  the  devil  at  any  one  point  he  needs  special  watch  there, 
for  the  tempter  comes  that  way. 

Abraham  stands,  as  it  were,  at  the  head  of  the  family  of 
faith ;  and  the  children  of  faith  may  be  said  to  trace  their 
descent  to  Abraham :  and  yet  down  in  Egypt  he  denied  his 
wife.  (Gen.  xii)  Moses  was  noted  for  his  meekness ;  and 
yet  he  was  kept  out  of  the  promised  land  because  of  one  hasty 
act  and  speech,  when  he  was  told  by  the  Lord  to  speak  to  the 
rock  so  that  the  congregation  and  then:  beasts  should  have 
water  to  drink.  «  Hear  now,  ye  rebels;  must  we  fetch  you 
water  out  of  this  rock?"    (Num.  xx.  10.) 

Elijah  was  remarkable  for  his  boldness :  and  yet  he  went 
off  a  day's  journey  into  the  wilderness  like  a  coward  and  hid 
himself  under  a  juniper  tree,  requesting  for  himself  that  he 
might  die,  because  of  a  message  he  received  from  a  woman. 
(1  Kings  xix.)  Let  us  be  careful.  No  matter  who  the  man  is 
—he  may  be  in  the  pulpit— but  if  he  gets  self-conceited  he  will 
be  sure  to  fall.  We  who  are  followers  of  Christ  need  con- 
stantly to  pray  to  be  made  humble,  and  kept  humble.     God 

made  Moses'  fano  so  fo  aWino.  that  f»*»^«"  ^«~ m  ---  -i      '    . 

—  __  .V.  — I — ,  vi,»s,  Lfcti^i  iHcii  vuuiu  ace  ic  j    out 

Moses  himself  wist  not  that  his  face  shone,  and  the  more  holy 
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ill  hoart  a  man  is  tlie  more  manifest  to  the  outer  world  will  be 
his  daily  life  and  conversation.  Some  people  talk  of  how 
humble  they  are  ;  but  if  they  have  true  humanity  there  will  be 
no  necessity  for  them  to  publish  it.  It  is  not  needful.  A 
lighthouse  does  not  have  a  drum  beaten  or  a  trumpet  blown 
in  order  to  proclaim  the  proximity  of  a  lighthouse :  it  is  its 
own  witness.  And  so  if  we  have  the  true  light  in  us  it  will 
show  itself.  It  is  not  those  who  make  the  most  noise  who 
have  the  most  pity.  There  is  a  little  brook,  or  a  little  "  burn"  as 
the  Scotch  call  it,  not  far  from  where  I  live ;  and  after  a  heavy 
rain  you  can  hear  the  rush  of  its  waters  a  long  way  off  :  but 
let  there  come  a  few  days  of  pleasant  weather,  and  the  brook 
becomes  almost  silent.  But  there  is  a  river  near  my  house, 
the  flow  of  which  I  never  heard  in  my  life,  as  it  pours  on  iu 
its  deep  and  majestic  course  the  year  round.  We  should  have 
80  much  of  the  love  of  God  within  us  that  its  presence  shall  be 
evident  without  our  loud  proclamation  of  the  fact. 

The  first  step  in  Peter's  downfall  was  his  self-confidence. 
The  Lord  warned  him.  The  Lord  said  :  "Simon,  Simon, 
behold,  Satan  hath  desired  to  have  you,  that  he  may 
sift  you  as  wheat :  but  I  have  prayed  for  thee,  that 
thy  faith  fail  not"  (Luke  xxii.  31,  32.)  But  Peter  said  : 
"I  am  ready  to  go  with  Thee,  both  into  prison  and  to 
death."  **  Though  all  shall  be  offended  because  of  Thee,  yet 
will  I  never  be  offended."  (Matt,  xxvl  23.)  "  James  and 
John,  and  the  others,  may  leave  You  ;  but  You  can  count  on 
me !  *  But  the  Lord  warned  him  :  "  I  tell  thee,  Peter,  the 
cock  shall  not  crow  this  day,  before  that  thou  shalt  thrice  deny 
that  thou  knewest  Me."    (Luke  xxii.  24.) 

Though  the  Lord  rebuked  him,  Peter  said  he  was  ready  to 
follow  Him  to  death.  That  boasting  is  too  often  a  forerunner 
of  dnwnfalL  Let  us  walk  hnmWv  and  snftlr.  Wo  havn  a 
gre{^  tempter  ;  and,  in  an  unguarded  hour,  we  may  stumble 
and  fall  and  bring  a  scandal  on  Christ 
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The  next  atep  in  Peter's  downfall  was  that  he  went  to  sleep. 
If  Satan  can  rock  the  Church  to  sleep,  he  does  his  work 
through  God's  own  people.  Instead  of  Peter  watching  one 
short  hour  in  Gethsemane,  he  fell  asleep,  and  the  Lord  asked 
him,  "What,  could  ye  not  watch  with  Me  one  hour  1"  (Matt, 
xxvi.  40.)  The  next  thing  was  that  he  fought  in  the  energy 
of  the  flesh.  The  Lord  rebuked  him  again,  and  said,  "  They 
that  take  the  sword  shall  perish  with  the  sword  "  (Matt.  xxvi. 
62).  Jesus  had  to  undo  what  Peter  had  done.  The  next 
thing,  he  "followed  afar  off."  Step  by  step  he  gets  away.  It 
is  a  sad  thing  when  a  child  of  God  followH  afar  off.  When  you 
see  him  associating  with  worldly  friends,  and  throwing  his  in- 
fluence on  the  wrong  side,  he  is  following  afar  off;  and  it  will 
not  be  long  before  disgrace  will  be  brought  upon  the  old  family 
name,  and  Jesus  Christ  will  be  wounded  in  the  house  of  His 
friends.  The  man,  by  his  example,  will  cause  others  to  stum- 
ble and  fall 

The  next  thing — Peter  is  familiar  and  friendly  with  the  ene- 
mies of  Christ.  A  damsel  says  to  this  bold  Peter :  "  Thou  also 
wast  with  Jesus  of  Galilee."  But  he  denied  before  them  all, 
saying,  "I  know  not  what  thou  sayest."  And  when  he  was 
gone  out  into  the  porch,  another  maid  saw  him,  and  said  unto 
them  that  were  there,  "  This  fellow  was  also  with  Jesus  of 
Nazareth."  And  again  he  denied  with  an  oath,  "I  do  not 
know  the  Man."  Another  hour  passed,  and  yet  he  did  not 
realize  his  position ;  when  another  confidently  affirmed  that  he 
was  a  Galilean,  for  his  speech  betrayed  him.  And  he  was 
angry  and  began  to  curse  and  to  swear,  and  again  denied  his 
Master  :  and  the  cock  crew  (Matt.  xxvi.  69-74). 

He  commences  away  up  on  the  pinnacle  of  self-conceit,  and 
goes  down  step  by  step,  until  he  breaks  out  into  cursing,  and 
gwears  that  he  never  knew  his  Lord* 
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The  Master  might  have  turned  and  said  to  him,  "  Is  it  true, 
Peter,  that  you  have  forgotten  Me  so  soon  ?  Do  you  not  re. 
member  when  your  wife's  mother  lay  sick  of  a  fever,  that  I  r&. 
buked  the  disease  and  it  left  her  ?  Do  you  not  call  to  mind  your 
astonishment  at  the  draught  of  fishes,  so  that  you  exclaimed : 
'  Depart  from  me ;  for  I  am  a  sinful  man,  0  Lord  1 '  Do  you 
remember  when  in  answer  to  your  cry,  '  Lord,  save  me,  or  I 
perish,*  I  stretched  out  My  hand  and  kept  you  from  drowning 
in  the  water  ?  Have  you  forgotten  when,  on  the  Mount  of 
Transfiguration,  with  James  and  John,  you  said  to  Me,  '  Lord, 
it  is  good  to  be  here :  let  us  make  three  tabernacles  1 '  Have 
you  forgotten  being  with  Me  at  the  supper-table  and  in  Geth- 
semane  1  Is  it  true  that  you  have  forgotten  Me  so  soon  ?  The 
Lord  might  have  upbraided  him  with  questions  such  as  these : 
but  He  did  nothing  of  the  kind.  He  cast  one  look  on  Peter : 
and  there  was  so  much  love  in  it  that  it  broke  that  bold  dis- 
ciple's heart :  and  he  went  out  and  wept  bitterly. 

And  after  Christ  rose  from  the  dead,  see  how  tenderly  He 
dealt  with  the  erring  disciple.  The  angel  at  the  sepulchre 
says,  "  Tell  His  disciples,  and  Peter  "  (Mark  xvi.  7).  The  Lord 
did  not  forget  Peter,  though  Peter  had  denied  Him  thrice ; 
so  He  caused  this  kindly  special  message  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
repentant  disciple.  What  a  tender  and  loving  Saviour  we 
have! 

Friend,  if  you  are  one  of  the  wanderers,  let  the  loving  look 
of  the  Master  win  you  back ;  and  let  Him  restore  you  to  the 
joy  of  His  salvation. 

Before  closing,  let  me  say  that  I  trust  God  will  restore 
some  backslider  reading  these  pages,  who  may  in  the  future 
become  a  useful  member  of  society  and  a  bright  ornament  of 
the  Church.  We  should  never  have  had  the  thirty-second 
Psalm  if  David  had  not  been  restored :  "  Blessed  is  he  whose 
transgression  is  forgiven,   whose  sin  is  covered";    or  that 
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beautiful  fifty-first  Psalm  which  was  written  by  the  restored 
backslider.  Nor  should  we  have  had  that  wonderful  sermon 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost  when  three  thousand  were  converted 
— preached  by  another  restored  backslider. 

May  God  restore  other  backsliders  and  make  them  a  thous- 
and times  more  used  for  His  glory  than  they  ever  were  before. 


